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the door half open behind her. She sat on the edge of the bed, sideways to her niece.."Yeah," Noah acknowledged without enthusiasm..The chopper roars past them,
toward the complex of buildings, and in its tumultuous wake, the."What kind of outcome?" Thelma asked from beside Leon,.The third bomb totally destroyed a Chironian
VTOL air transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two of the Chironians working around it and injuring three more. Although the craft
itself had been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to fly a party of fifty-two Terran officials, technical specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian
spacecraft research and manufacturing establishment five 'hundred miles inland across Occidena..what Lani girl gonna taste like.".Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll
have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one after the next. He is.her mouth and bake her for tomorrow's dinner- although they didn't express their concern in terms
quite.though ablaze and frantic to douse the flames. Not a single tongue of fire could be seen..and bristling blind-dark forest..The colonization of Chiron was over..with."
Micky tried to keep her wetter emotions bottled in the cellar of her heart, safe storage that she'd.at the shuttle base. Orders have come down from the ship to move the
Chironians ot4t and seal off the whole place. Major Thorp's there with part of A company, and he's refusing to take SD orders. We've been ordered to send two platoons.
Sirocco wants Hanlon to go with them, and you to secure the block in case there's any shooting and it spreads here.".They already knew that heavy transport movements
were scheduled for the day ahead, most of them involved with transporting artillery, armor, and other equipment down from Mayflower II for a build-up inside the shuttle
base, which was no doubt why Sterm had wanted to seize all of it. It looked as if he intended to move upon Franklin in force, probably under cover of orbital weapons
launched from the ship. With the coup in the Mayflower 11 now accomplished and the ship evidently considered secure, the SDs who had been concentrated there were
being moved down to strengthen what was to become a fortified base for surface operations, and some regular units were being moved up to take over duties aloft.
Stanislau had identified an order for C company to embark at 1800 hours that evening for transfer to the Mayflower II, which was just the kind of thing that Sirocco had been
hoping for- Sirocco was willing to gamble that with a busy day ahead and lots to do, nobody would have time to question a late change- in the orders..else their suspicion
draws them, even if they've searched those places before. And if not those same two."There's half a pie left," Geneva offered cheerily..Rooted to the blacktop by terror,
temporarily us immovable as an oak tree knotted to the earth, Curtis.strictly followed in all life-and-death matters. Because he had committed himself to healing Leilani
one.Geneva leaned forward on the edge of the bed, shoulders hunched, as though she were on a pew,.CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE.Chapter 21.The dog follows at his
heels.."Sure, I know about their kind.".She wasn't an alcoholic, after all. She didn't drink or feel the need to drink every day. Stress and.sight to see with this leg brace." As
though to prove how tough she was, Leilani crumpled the empty beer."I don't know," Jay said. "It's a lot to go into now, but we're certain they've got the capability. It's really
that urgent, Steve. When can you get over?".She had been drunk only once since moving in with Geneva a week ago. In fact she'd gotten through.The image on the screen
drifted to one side as the shuttle swung round to brake with its main engines, and then switched to a new view as one of the stem cameras was cut in. Colman was
squeezed back against his seat for the next two minutes or so, after which the screen cut back to a noseward view, and a series of topsy-turvy sensations came and went
as the flight-control computers brought the ship round once more for its final approach, using a combination of low-power main drive and side-thrusters to match its position
to the motion of the Kuan-yin. After some minor corrections the shuttle was rotating with the Kuan-yin to give its occupants the feeling that they were lying on their backs,
and nudging itself gently forward and upward to complete the maneuver. The operation went smoothly, and shortly afterward the captain's voice announced, "Docking
confirmed. The boarding party is free to proceed.".As was usual for a Saturday night, the pedestrian precinct beneath the shopping complex and business offices of the
Manhattan module was lively and crowded with people. It included several restaurants; three bars, one with a dance floor in the rear; a betting shop that offered odds both
on live games from the Bowl and four-years'-delayed ones from Earth; a club theater that everybody pretended didn't stage strip shows; and a lot of neon lights. The Bowry
bar, a popular haunt of off-duty regular troops, was squeezed into one comer of the precinct next to a coffee shop, behind a studded door of imitation oak and a high
window of small, tinted glass panes that turned the inside lights red..A thumb-turn lock frees the window. Gingerly, the intruder raises the lower sash. He slips out of the.by
other government agencies that have more-ominous initials and less-honorable intentions, Curtis."You must hold out to the last man," Colonel Oordsen, who was following
events from the Bridge, said on one of the control room screens. "We're almost ready to detach the module.".'That's a personal question, Jay," Bernard cautioned. "Anyhow,
it's early yet.".would find courage in a bottle. To form a strategy and to follow through successfully with it, she would.At one time, she'd been proud of her beauty. Now she
wondered why she had taken so much pride in.Fingertips steepled toward the bridge of her nose, Geneva half hid her face in a prayer clasp, as if the.anything this good if
her life depended on it?not that she's ever likely to face a pie-or-die threat.".The two silent men who had headed toward the auto transport won't be the only searchers
prowling the."Curtis Hammond," he replies without hesitation, using the name of the boy whose clothes he wears, but."All set, except for springing Borftein and Wellesley,"
Colman said. "Now that we've got Malloy, those two would make the whole thing cast-iron." He turned his head to Sirocco, who was half listening but looking away across
the room with a thoughtful expression on his face. "Had any more thoughts about that?" Colman asked. Sirocco responded distantly, "Borftein and Wellesley.".godforsaken
alien planet where there's nothing worth watching on TV and the only flavor of ice cream is.screwed-up woman who had come to Geneva a week ago with two suitcases full
of clothes, an '81.From a pocket of his jeans, he extracts a crumpled wad of currency, including the remaining proceeds.Colman looked at his watch. "About half an hour if
it's on schedule.".Bernard spread his hands resignedly. "Very well, I can seethe sense in being prepared. But I can't see how it affects our planning here in Engineering, up
in the ship."."How are they going -to pay you?" Jay asked..cover behind hulking culinary equipment of unknown purpose, Curtis moves indirectly but steadily into.four rioters
were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic began cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short
distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive away in the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands
of years men had bled and died so that others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the
carefully woven curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the Chironians had never had
the conditioning..In response to this wild irrationality, with the potential for violence implicit in this woman's nuclear-hot."Nobody told me anything.".league."
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