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because you make it so easy, Barty.".When the sound-suppressor was properly attached to the pistol, Junior Cain leaned closer to the girl, peered into her eyes, and

whispered, "Naomi, are you in there?" Near the top of the stairs, Barty thought he heard voices in his bedroom. Soft and indistinct. When he stopped to listen, the voices fell

silent, or maybe he only imagined them..She slammed it shut before he could stop her, whether he had intended to stop her or not, and she engaged the deadbolt lock.."I'm

not sure which is more unusual-the site of the eruption, the number of boils, or the size of them.".On New Year's Day, the town learned that it had lost its first son in

Vietnam. Agnes had known the parents all her life, and she despaired that even with her willingness to help, with all her good intentions, there was nothing she could do to

ease their pain. She recalled her anguish as she'd waited to learn if Barty's eye tumors had spread along the optic nerve to his brain. The thought of her neighbors losing a

child to war made her turn to Paul in the night. "Just hold me," she murmured..where everyone spoke  a single language and had all the blueberry pies they needed.."In the

early hours of January seventh," Nolly continued, "Miss White died in childbirth, as you figured.".Tom received a fierce hug, too, and a sisterly kiss, and he was grateful for

them. He had been a loner for too long, as a hunter of men pretty much had to be when on a long hard road of recuperation and then on a mission of vengeance, even if he

called it a mission of justice. During the few days he'd spent guarding Celestina and Grace and Angel in the city, and subsequently during the week with Wally, Tom had felt

that he was part of a family, even if it was just a family of friends, and he had been surprised to realize how much he needed that feeling..And in time, the surgeon did

appear, bearing the good news that neither of the malignancies had spread to the orbit and optic nerve, but he had no greater miracle to report..Even though he now knew

what a hateful person the nurse was, he remained strongly attracted to her. He was not the kind of man, however, who would take advantage of an unconscious

woman..Happiness could grow out of unspeakable tragedy with such vigor that it produced dazzling blooms and lush green bracts. This insight served, for Celestina, as a

primary inspiration for her painting and as proof of the grace granted in this world that we might perceive and be sustained by the promise of an ultimate joy to

come..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have located the little bastard and

eliminated him..Holding his precious face between her hands, she kissed him. She met his gaze, and furiously she blinked away her tears, for she wanted to be

clear-sighted, to be looking into his eyes, to see him, the truest part of him in there beyond his eyes, until that very last moment when she could not have him anymore..He

wondered what it would be like to make love to Renee and kill her. Only once had he killed without good reason. And that had been one of the infuriating Bartholomews.

Prosser in Terra Linda. A man. On that occasion, no erotic element had been involved. This would be a first..Antihypertensive drugs were administered intravenously, and

Phimie was confined to bed, attached to a heart monitor.."No, I didn't see him," Junior reminded the attorney. "I just assumed, when this harassment started here-".not yet

acknowledged, when our flailing species briefly floats insensate between one desperate swim and another..Her shaking threatened her composure. She was Barty's mother

and father, his only rock, and she must always be strong for him. She clenched her teeth and tensed her body and gradually quieted the tremors by an act of will.."No

member of the society ever violates a secret confidence," Agnes assured him..Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion. Hound looked at him with

appreciation. Living with the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters and threateners..This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb you, to leave you

uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make you reconsider all that you think you know. The finest art should shatter you

emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and drown us in a sea

of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course..The house was empty, silent. Hanna worked only days. Nellie Oatis, Perri's

companion, was not employed here anymore..He hesitated, because until the limited explanations he'd made to Celestina in San Francisco, he had never discussed his

special perception with anyone except two priest counselors in the seminary. At first he felt uneasy, talking of these matters to strangers-as if he were making a confession

to laity who held no authority to provide absolution but as he spoke to this hushed and intense gathering, his doubts fell away, and revelation seemed as natural as talk of

the weather..If he had known that he would break his solemn vow twice before the month was ended-and that neither victim, unfortunately, would be a Hackachak--he might

not have fallen asleep so easily. And he might not have dreamed of cleverly stealing hundreds of quarters out of Thomas Vanadium's pockets while the baffled detective

searched for them in vain.."My God," Junior said, pretending that his befuddlement had faded and that his mind had just now clarified, "you think Naomi was murdered, don't

you?".If there had been footsteps, they had fallen silent the moment Junior froze to listen for them. Even over the hard drumming of his heart, he would have heard any

noise. The pillowy fog seemed to smother sound in the alleyway more effectively than ever..NED--"CALL ME NEDDY'--Gnathic was as slim as a flute, with a flute-quantity of

holes in his head from which thought could escape before the pressure of it built into an unpleasant music within I his skull. His voice was always soft and harmonious, but

frequently he spoke allegro, sometimes even prestissimo, and in spite of his mellow tone, Neddy at maximum tempo was as irritating to the ear as bagpipes bleating out

Bolero, if such a thing were possible..Instead, trying not to let Barty see the depth of her concern, she told him to get his jacket from the front closet, and she got hers, and

leaving the buttermilk-raisin pies unfinished, she drove him to the doctor's office, because he was her reason to breathe, the engine of her heart, her hope and joy, her

everlasting bond to her lost husband. Dr. Joshua Nunn was only forty-eight, but he had appeared grandfatherly since Agnes had first gone to him as a patient after the

death of her father, more than ten years ago. His hair turned pure white before he was thirty. Every day off, he either worked assiduously on his twenty-foot sportfisher,

Hippocratic Boat, which he scraped and painted and polished and repaired with his own hands, or puttered around Bright Bay in it, fishing as though the fate of his soul

depended on the size of his catch; consequently, he spent so much time in the salt air and sun that his perpetually tan face was well-wizened at the corners of his eyes and

as appealingly creased as that of the best of grandfathers. Joshua applied the same diligence to the preservation of a round belly and a second chin that he brought to the

maintenance of his boat, and considering his wire-rimmed eyeglasses and bow tie and suspenders and the elbow patches on his jacket, he seemed to have intentionally

sculpted his physical appearance to put his patients at ease, as surely as he had selected his wardrobe for the same purpose..He had not heard the lawman rising up with

malevolent intent, as he had imagined. The body had simply rolled off the backseat onto the floor during the too-sharp 180-degree turn..... That discord sets up lots of other
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vibrations, some of which will return to you in ways you might expect ....Abruptly alert, sitting up on the edge of the bed, Celestina knew the caller could not be the comatose

old woman, so she said angrily, "Who the hell is this?"."We don't believe it does, do we, Daddy? We don't believe blood tells. We believe we're born to hope, under a mantle

of mercy, don't we?"."Well," Tom said, "those people who think it's just a trick generally react bigger than you folks, and you know it's real.".Perhaps because Celestina was

her father's daughter, with his faith in humanity, she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your

wife know what a lucky woman she is?".Those who had just met her and those who were overly charmed by eccentricity called her Seraphim, her name complete. Her

teachers, neighbors, and casual acquaintances called her Sera. Those who knew her best and loved her the most deeply--like her sister, Celestina called her Phimie..Paul

couldn't remember when he began to love her. Not at first sight. But before she contracted polio. Love came gradually, and by the time it flowered, its roots were deep..A

moment ago, he'd slammed into Angel's room, and that was loud, but this boomed louder, thunderous enough to wake people throughout the building..He didn't even dare

to pretend to wake up now, with a mutter and a yawn because the detective would know that he was faking, that he had been awake all along. And if he'd been feigning

unconsciousness, eaves.proud," she said, smiling as she quoted one of their father's most familiar sermons, "nor powerful-".By "all of that," he meant the groceries that she

and Joey often sent along with the pies, the occasional mortgage payment they made for someone down on his luck, and the other quiet philanthropies..of drool. Her eyes

rolled, wild with fear, and seemed not to be focused on anything."A wonderful wedding," Celestina promised her, taking a pair of pajamas from a dresser drawer..Anyway, if

Celestina escaped, there would be a witness, and it wouldn't matter to a jury that she was a talentless bitch who painted kitsch. She would have seen Junior get out of the

Mercedes and would be able to provide at least a half-accurate description of the car in spite of the fog. He still hoped to pull this off without having to give up his good life

on Russian Hill..Junior Cain was committed to continuous self-improvement. He believed in the need constantly to expand his knowledge and horizons order to better

understand himself and the world. The quality of life was solely the responsibility of oneself he author of How to Have a Healthier Life through Autohypnosis was Dr. Caesar

Zedd, a renowned psychologist and best-selling author of a dozen self-help texts, all of which Junior owned in addition to the literature that he had acquired from the book

club. When he had been only fourteen, he'd begun buying Dr. Zedd's titles in paperback, and by the time he was eighteen, when he could afford to do so, he'd replaced the

paperbacks with hardcovers and thereafter bought all the doctor's new books in the higher-priced editions. The collected works.Junior had thought the news was the lab

report, which had found no ipecac in his spew. All that had been distraction..He had met her in a university adult-extension course tided "Increasing Self-Esteem Through

Controlled Screaming." Participants were taught to identify harmful repressed emotions and dissipate them through the authentic vocal imitations of a variety of

animals.."God bless us, every one," Agnes repeated with all her extended family, and after a sip of the wine, she made an excuse to check on something in the kitchen,

where she pressed hot tears into a cool, slightly damp dishtowel to prevent the telltale swelling of her eyes..Over the final refrain of "I'll Be Seeing You" came a man's voice

from the foyer, raised quizzically, with perhaps a note of surprise: "Victoria.."The princess is correct," he acknowledged, revealing that this hand was still empty. Then he

reached to the girl and plucked the quarter from her ear..efficiency of a nurse, but as a courtesan might perform the task: smiling enticingly, a flirtatious glimmer in.What the

commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the insuperable imagination of the reader, child or adult, which gives even these dead things life-of a sort, for a

while..Avoiding the graveled driveway, on which he was more likely to scuff his freshly polished loafers, he approached the house across the lawn, beneath the moon-sifting

branches of a great pine that made itself useless for Christmas by spreading as majestically as an oak..The problem was Celestina in the Buick, because when she saw

what was happening, she might slide behind the steering wheel and speed away. The engine was running, white plumage rising from the tailpipe and feathering away in the

fog, so she might escape if she was a quick thinker..As Celestina settled on the sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit more courage,

Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".Junior blinked and dared not speak, because he didn't know any Bartholomew, and now he was certain the cop was

weaving an elaborate web of deceit, setting a trap. Why would he have spoken a name that meant nothing to him?."Joey was, after all, an insurance broker," Vinnie

reminded her. "He was going to look out for his family."."Would you pretend to wake up if I tried to smother you?" asked Detective Vanadium..More than once, a passing

nurse stopped to check on him and to advise him not to exhaust himself."Everybody needs cheese," Angel said, which apparently meant that Mrs. Ornwall would never lack

work. "Mommy, you're wrong.."This is going to be an enormous settlement," the attorney promised. "And there's more good news. County and state authorities have agreed

to close the case on Naomi's death. It's now officially an accident.".Instead of opening his left fist, Tom lifted his martini with his right, and on the tablecloth under the glass

lay the coin..Grace and Celestina fell at once into the rhythms of kitchen work, not only brewing the coffee, but also helping Agnes with the pies..The machine, one in a bank

of four, wasn't filled with ordinary newspapers, which cost only a dime, but with a raunchy tabloid aimed at heterosexual swingers..Mrs. Cain's little boy felt small, weak,

sorry for himself, and terribly alone. The detective was still here, but his presence only aggravated Junior's sense of isolation..Breath held, Celestina confirmed what she

had suspected about the child since the quick glimpse she'd had in the surgery. Its skin was cafe au lait with a warming touch of caramel.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the

money wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".At first light, a nurse arrived to perform preliminary surgical prep on Barty. She pulled the boy's hair back and

captured it under a tight fitting cap. With cream and a safety razor, she shaved off his eyebrows.."Thank you, Dr. Lipscomb. I'll keep track of what you're losing every month,

and someday I'll pay it back to you.".Thereafter, he was repelled at the prospect of kissing her, and their relationship fell apart..Agnes got out of bed, switched on the lamp,

and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent prayers."."Please just call me Tom. I've been forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full disability because of this

face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop, official or not.".around a long

time yet, but women outlive men by several years. Actuarial tables aren't wrong.".Late Monday afternoon, September 19, Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from

another fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest, depressed by lack of success, he sought

refuge in meditation..The dining room again, but this time he remembered how he had gotten here: by way of the living room..Sliding one hand lightly along the railing, the

boy quickly descended the short flight of steps and walked onto the soggy lawn, into the rain..Even on good days, when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and

wasn't prepping himself to commit murder, Junior sometimes grew uncomfortable in these bustling crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he
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shouldered through the throng-and admittedly paranoid, too..At a gun shop, Junior purchased two hundred rounds of ammunition. Later, that many cartridges seemed

excessive to him. Later still, he purchased another two hundred..A great boom. Concussion rocked the floor and shuddered the walls and made the roof timbers squeal as

though unsuspected colonies of bats had taken flight by the thousands all in the same instant.
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