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the compromises has been ready. Ten months later, Simon called again, also regarding Cain, but this time the attorney was the client, and Cain was the target. What Simon

wanted Nolly to do was strange, to say the least, and it could be construed as harassment, but none of it was exactly illegal. And for two years, beginning with the quarter in

the cheeseburger, ending with the coin-spitting machines, all of it had been great fun.."Do you want me to call and confirm how Vanadium was harassing you up here?"

asked Magusson..This was a test of Junior's gullibility, and he would not give Vanadium the satisfaction of searching his robe for the coin..Tom opened his empty hands and
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then filled one of them with his water glass. The rattling ice belied his calm face.."For the love of God," Junior pleaded, "can't you please give me something for the

pain?".place settings. He returned with them to the kitchen and put them in the lower oven, as though Victoria were using it as a plate warmer..According to the brief

biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of San Francisco's Academy of Art College. She had been born and raised in Spruce Hills, Oregon, the

daughter of a minister..Into her fevered mind came an image of a milk-glass infant, as translucent as Joey at the back door of the ambulance. Fearing that this vision meant

her child would be stillborn, she said, My baby, but no sound escaped her..He hadn't killed this one, of course. A traffic accident. Wasn't that what Vanadium had said? Ten

months ago, following tendon surgery for a leg injury, Seraphim had been an outpatient at the rehab hospital where Junior worked. She was scheduled for therapy three

days a week..Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow

death like strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching

and reliable. Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..At 3:3 1 A.M., even

the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ...

threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and

wielding a butcher knife..He doused the light and crouched motionless in the absolute darkness, leaning against a wall of the dumpster to steady himself, because his feet

were planted in slippery layers of fog-dampened plastic trash bags..IN GOOD DARK SUITS, clean-shaven, as polished as their shoes, carrying valises, the three arrived in

Junior's hospital room even before the usual start of the working day, wise men without camels, not bearing gifts, but willing to pay a price for grief and loss. Two lawyers

and a high-level political appointee, they represented the state, the county, and the insurance company in the matter of the improperly maintained railing on the observation

platform at the fire tower..Junior closed his eyes at once and let his jaw sag, breathing through his mouth, feigning sleep..She thought all that, but she closed her eyes and

said: "I'll be okay. Give me a second here, all right?".Trembling, she sat beside the bassinet and gazed at her baby with such love that the force of it ought to have rocked

him awake.."I've got hundreds of files on cases like that," said Jacob, "and much worse. If you're interested, I'll get you copies of some.".When he killed the Bartholomew,

this haunting would finally end, too. In Junior's mind, Vanadium and Bartholomew were inextricably linked, because it was the maniac cop who first heard Junior calling out

Bartholomew in his sleep. Did that make sense? Well, it made more sense at some times than at others, but it always made a lot more sense than anything else. To be rid

of the dead-but-persistent detective, he must eliminate Bartholomew..As Sklent so insightfully put it: Some of us live on after death, survive in spirit, because we are just too

stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, and evil to accept our demise. None of those qualities described sweet Naomi, who had been far too kind and loving

and meek to live on in spirit, after her lovely flesh failed. Now at one with the earth, Naomi was no threat to Junior, and the state had paid for its negligence in her death, and

the whole matter should have been brought to closure. There were only two barriers to full and final resolution: first, the stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious,

psychotic, evil spirit of Thomas Vanadium; and second, Seraphim's bastard baby--little Bartholomew..Beautiful she was, both of face and form, even with her mouth gaping

wide and her eyes rolled back in her skull. How bright her future might have been if she had not chosen to deceive. A tease was, in essence, a deceiver-promising what she

never intended to deliver..He thought he heard the tick-scrape-rattle-clink of Industrial Woman on the prowl. In the living room. Now the hall. Approaching..Shortly after four

o'clock, here was Neddy, already spiffed for work in black tuxedo, pleated white shirt, and black bow tie, with a red bud rose as a boutonniere, standing just inside the open

door to Celestina White's studio apartment, holding forth in tedious detail as to the reasons why she was in flagrant breach of her lease and obligated to move by the end of

the month. The issue was Angel, lone baby in an otherwise childless building: her crying (though she rarely cried), her noisy play (though Angel wasn't yet strong enough to

shake a rattle), and the potential she represented for damage to the premises (though she was not yet able to get out of a bassinet on her own, let alone go at the plaster

with a ball-peen hammer)..As quick as a snake strikes, Vanadium was much closer to the bed than he had been when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now, leaning over

the railing. "Naomi was six weeks pregnant.".With only a faint twinge of sentimental longing, he drove away from the house that had been his and Naomi's love nest for

fourteen blissful months..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this.".A delay of a few hours, before getting her under a physician's care,

might still be risky. But so was forcing her into a local hospital to endure the mortification she desperately wanted to avoid..Why Cain, even if he was the father, should be

interested in the little girl was a mystery to Tom Vanadium. This totally self-involved, spookily hollow man held nothing sacred; fatherhood would have no appeal for him,

and he certainly wouldn't feel any obligation to the child that had resulted from his assault on Phimie.."I can talk to you," he said to Salk. "You'll understand. She was hero,

the only one I ever knew till I met you. I've read about them all my life, in pulp magazines and paperbacks. But Perri ... she was the real thing. She didn't save tens of

thousands-hundreds of thousands of children like you've done, didn't change the world as you've changed it, but she faced every day without complaint, and she lived for

others. Not through them. For them. People called her to share their problem, and she listened and cared, and they called her with their good news be cause she took such

joy in it. They asked for her advice, and though she was inexperienced, really, so short of experience in so many ways, she always knew what to say, Dr. Salk. Always the

right thing. She had great heart and natural wisdom, and she cared so much.".And here, now, into the kitchen through a door with a porthole in the center. Into sizzle and

clatter, into clouds of fried-onion fumes and the mouthwatering aromas of chicken fat and shoestring potatoes turning golden in deep wells of boiling cooking oil..Luck

favored Paul: The hero was here, having breakfast. He and two other men were deep in conversation at a comer table..She had expected horror, although perhaps not a

horror quite as stark as this, and she had also expected to be crushed by it, destroyed, because although she was able to survive any misery that might be visited upon her,

she didn't think that she possessed the fortitude to endure the suffering of her innocent child. Yet she listened, and she received the terrible burden of the news, and her

bones did not at once turn to dust, though unfeeling dust was what she now preferred to be..If such a small quantity of crushed ice, taken in a single swallow, might

cause.As kinky and thrilling as it had been to make love to the girl while playing the recorded rough draft of a new sermon that she had been transcribing for her father,

Junior could now recall nothing of what the reverend had said, only the tone and the timbre of his voice. Whether instinct, nervous irritation, or merely the sherry should be

blamed, he was troubled by the thought that there was something significant about the content of that tape..On a street a half mile from the airport in Eugene, he sat in the
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parked Dodge long enough to gingerly unwind the bandages and use a tissue to wipe off the pungent but useless salve he'd purchased at a pharmacy. Although he pressed

the Kleenex to his face so gently that the pressure might not have broken the surface tension on a pool of water, the agony of the touch was so great that he nearly passed

out. The rearview mirror revealed clusters of hideous, large, red knobs with glistening yellow heads, and at the sight of himself, he actually did pass out for a minute or two,

just long enough to dream that he was a grotesque but misunderstood creature being pursued through a stormy night by crowds of angry villagers with torches and

pitchforks, but then the throbbing agony revived him..People like Enoch Cain, of course, never choose between the right and the wrong thing, but between two evils. For

themselves, they create world after world of despair. For others, they make worlds of pain..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It

meant that Barty would be lucky in love..In spring, summer, and fall, they brightened the grave with the roses that Edom grew in the side yard. In this less rose-friendly

season, these Christmas bouquets had been purchased at a flower shop..Evidently, the hero was accustomed to encounters of this nature. He rose, pulled out the unused

fourth chair. "Please sit with us.".To be fair, with her exceptional beauty, she would have been the center of attention even in a gathering of real artists. Junior had little

chance of getting at Seraphim's bastard boy without going through this woman and killing her as well; but if his luck held and he could eliminate Bartholomew without

Celestina realizing who had done the deed, then he might yet have a chance to discover if she was as lubricious as her sister and if she was his heart mate..Junior couldn't

imagine why some Negro stranger would want to intrude. He hoped there wouldn't be trouble..Raising his revolver, Tom squeezed off two shots, but the gun didn't

discharge..The muscles of his legs grew as hard as any of the landscapes that he trod. Granite thighs; calves like marble, roped with veins..We know a dozen different

Arthurs now, all of them true. The Shire changed irrevocably even in Bilbos lifetime. Don Quixote went riding out to Argentina and met Jorge Luis Borges there. Plus c'est la

meme chose, plus fa change..Gradually, she perceived that Lipscomb was more troubled than he should have been, considering that his patient had died through no fault of

his own..Barty grinned mischievously. "One of the places we visited today. Some big kids. They saw this scary movie, said they had to wash their shorts after."."This is

going to be an enormous settlement," the attorney promised. "And there's more good news. County and state authorities have agreed to close the case on Naomi's death.

It's now officially an accident.".As hard of head as she was hard of heart, Victoria had not sustained serious brain damage, only a concussion.."In a way, he does,"

Vanadium said. "When you're as hollow as Enoch Cain, the emptiness aches. He's desperate to fill it, but he doesn't have the patience or the commitment to fill it with

anything worthwhile. Love, charity, faith, wisdom-those virtues and others are hard won, with commitment and patience, and we acquire them one spoonful at a time. Cain

wants to be filled quickly. He wants the emptiness inside poured full, in quick great gushes, and right now. "."Wait," said Deed, holding out one hand either beseechingly or

to block the door..Eventually he approached the door between the dining room and the kitchen. He paused there, listening..When at last he spoke, real grief, quiet but

profound, softened his voice: "March first, three years ago, my wife and two sons-Danny and Harry, both seven, twins-were coming home from visiting her parents in New

York. Shortly after takeoff ... their plane went down.".Memory of the Spartan decor of Thomas Vanadium's house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space

with the detective's style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and of higher quality than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek, modem,

Danish-pecan wood and nappy oatmeal-colored upholstery..Sometimes Celestina marveled at how intimately and inextricably the tendrils of tragedy and joy were

intertwined in the vine of life. Sorrow was often the root of future joy, and joy could be the seed of sorrow yet to come. The layered patterns in the vine were so complex, so

enrapturing in their lush detail and so fearsome in their wild inevitability, that she could fill uncountable canvases, through many lifetimes as an artist, striving to capture the

enigmatic nature of existence, in all its beauty dark and bright, and in the end merely suggest the palest shadow of its mystery..Supposing that this new enthusiasm was an

attempt to uncover skullduggery in Seraphim's accident, then the girl would be doing Junior a service even after her demise. Whether or not the traffic accident was an

accident, Junior hadn't had anything to do with it.."No. But I'm sure as can be, the kid is better off undiscovered by the likes of him.".She remained fixated on the card that

she had just dealt, and for a while she didn't speak, as though the eyes of the paper knave held her in thrall. Finally she said, "Monster. Human monster."."I really am sorry

about this," Junior said, regretting the necessity to deny her the right to look good at her own funeral, "but it's got to appear to be a crime of passion."."But I've never seen a

case like this. Usually, boils appear on the back of the neck. And in moist areas like the armpits and the groin. Not so often on the face. And never in a quantity like this.

Really, I've never seen anything like it.".Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you

disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here now, get out!".For a while he

thought the fear would end only when he perished from it, but eventually it faded, and in its place poured forth self-pity from a bottomless well. Self-pity, of course, is the

ideal fuel for anger; which was why, pursuing the Buick through fog, climbing now toward Pacific Heights, Junior was in a murderous rage. By the time he reached Cain's

bedroom, Tom Vanadium recognized that the austere decor of the apartment had probably been inspired by the minimalism that the wife killer had noted in the detective's

own house in Spruce Hills. This was an uncanny discovery, troubling for reasons that Vanadium couldn't entirely define, but he remained convinced that his perception was

correct.
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