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been lying in his right palm, it was cold. Icy..Your deeds ... will return to you, magnified beyond imagining ... the spirit of Bartholomew ... will find you ... and mete out the
terrible judgment that you deserve..Still pretending sleep, Junior delighted in the realization that the detective himself had dragged a red herring across the trail and was
now busily following this distracting scent..In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her hands as if she wanted to scrub them for a
long time under hot water.."Angel," Phimie said urgently, and then, with an effort that made a blood vessel swell.Slamming through the door, letting it bang shut behind him
hard enough to crack the glass, crossing the porch, Tom took the beauty of the day like a fist in the gut. It was too blue and too bright and too gorgeous to harbor death, and
yet it did, birth and death, alpha and omega, woven in a design that flaunted meaning but defied understanding. It was a blow, this day, a hard blow, brutal in its beauty, in
its simultaneous promises of transcendence and loss..Magically, a shiny quarter appeared in Thomas Vanadium's right hand. It turned end over end, knuckle to knuckle,
disappeared between thumb and forefinger, and reappeared at the little finger, beginning its cross-hand journey once more..ready to hear me. However long you need. But
something ... something extraordinary happened here before you arrived.".Celestina almost begged off, almost told him that she had no interest in whatever curiosity of
medicine or physiology he might have witnessed. The only miracle that would have mattered, Phimie's survival, had not been granted..Memory of the Spartan decor of
Thomas Vanadium's house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space with the detective's style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and
of higher quality than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek, modem, Danish-pecan wood and nappy oatmeal-colored upholstery..He paused, giving them a chance to ask
the obvious question-and then smiled at their reticence..Bracing her feet against the floorboards, clutching the seat with her left hand, fiercely gripping the door handle with
her right, she prayed, prayed that the baby would be all right, that she would live at least long enough to bring her child into this wonderful world, into this grand creation of
endless and exquisite beauty, whether she herself lived past the birth or not..Considering his formidable size, his clothes ought to have served an image of virile masculinity:
boots, jeans, red flannel shirt. His ducked head, slumped posture, and shuffling feet were reminders, however, that many young boys, too, dressed this way..Junior kept a
file on each man, nevertheless, in case instinct later told him that one of them was, in fact, his mortal enemy. He could have killed all of them, just to be safe, but a multitude
of dead Bartholomews, even spread over several jurisdictions, would sooner or later attract too much police attention..Leaving Frieda unconscious and reeking, a condition
in which her bralessness had no power to arouse him, Junior left..He phoned her before leaving, to be sure she was home. She didn't work weekend shifts at the hospital;
but maybe she would have gone out on this night off. When she answered, he recognized her seductive voice-and devilishly muttered, "Wrong number."."You know
Mommy," Barty said, almost desperately sponging up the sight of his little girl's face and wringing the images into his memory to sustain him in the next long darkness.."In
addition to that policy," said Vinnie, "there's another. . .--he filled his lungs, hesitated, then exhaled the air and the sum with a tremor---'seven hundred fifty thousand.
Three-quarters of a million dollars.".Still cautious, Junior approached the back door, the window. Vanadium's body lay on the car floor, wrapped in the tumbled blanket..Less
cautious than the typical accountant, perhaps mellow in this season of peace, Prosser opened the door without hesitation..As she tucked the bedclothes around him again,
she said, "Barty, I don't think you should let anyone else see how you can walk in the rain without getting wet. Not Edom and Jacob. Not anyone at all. And anything else
special that you discover you can do ... we should keep it a secret between you and me.".When Agnes was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the
reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three weeks later by popular
demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth of his son..After wiping her floury hands, Agnes
took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few pages, then a few forward, but the lines of type were crisp and clear. "Show me
where, honey.".He chased after none of these lovelies beyond a few dates, and none of them pursued him when he was done with them, although surely they were
distressed if not bereft at losing him.."Living high. When I wasn't on the road, I had a fine house here in Bright Beach, not this rental shack I'm in now, but a nice little place
with an ocean view. You can guess what went wrong.".This guy was spooky. Junior was beginning to think that the detective's unorthodox behavior wasn't a carefully
crafted strategy, as it had first seemed, but that Vanadium was a little wacky..When he held fast to his sanity, common sense eventually told him that the coin must have
been left much earlier in the night, soon after he had set out for Victoria's house. In fact, in spite of the new locks, Vanadium must have stopped here on his way to see
Victoria, unaware that he would meet his death in her kitchen-and at the hands of the very man he was tormenting.."Did he say I'd met him?" Jacob asked, squinting past
Edom toward the bright sunlight at the open door..The previous day, Jacob and Edom had driven back to Bright Beach, to prepare for Barty's arrival. Now they hurried down
the back porch steps and across the lawn, as Maria followed the driveway past the house and parked near the detached garage at the rear of the deep property..She
leaned against the apartment door for a long moment, holding on to the doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she
let go, she would float off the floor like a cloud-stuffed child.."What was it like, Enoch? Did you look into her eyes when you pushed her?" Vanadium's uninflected monologue
was like the voice of a conscience that preferred to torture by droning rather than by nagging. "Or doesn't a woman-killing coward like you have the guts for that? "."You
didn't at all," Dr. Salk assured him. "I need to talk to you. If you would give me a little of your time...".In regard for Barty's tender age, Dr. Franklin Chan had arranged for
Agnes to spend the night in her son's room, in the second bed, which currently wasn't needed for a patient..The quarter, silvery. Under the patriot's neck, the date: 1965.
Coincidentally, the year that Naomi had been killed. The year that Tom had first met Cain. The year that all this had begun..Angel, as if in God's own hands, stared with
round-eyed wonder at the physician..Suddenly remembering the doctor's assurance to Neddy that they would be out of this building by week's end, Celestina said, "But
we've nowhere to go.".Hope was the handmaid to Agnes's faith. She always held fast to the belief that the future would be bright, but right now she was hesitant to test that
optimism even with a harmless card reading. Yet, as with the fifth place setting, she was reluctant to object..The lack of offensive odors indicated that he hadn't landed in a
container filled with organic garbage. In the blackness, judging only by feel, he decided that almost everything was in plastic trash bags, the contents of which were
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relatively soft-probably paper refuse.."Who?" she shouted, though they were perched side by side on a black-leather love seat..Neddy talked when Celestina paused for
breath, talked over her when she didn't pause, heard only his own mellifluous voice and was pleased to conduct both sides of the conversation, wearing her down as surely
as-though far more rapidly than-the sand-filled winds of Egypt diminished the pharaohs' pyramids. He talked through the first polite "Excuse me" of the tall man who stepped
into the open doorway behind him, through the second and third, and then with an abruptness that was as miraculous as any cure at the shrine of Lourdes, he fell silent
when the visitor put a hand on his shoulder, eased him gently aside, and entered the apartment..Stepping into her digs was like passing through a time machine into
another century, traveling in space, as well, to the Europe of Louis XIV. The expansive, high-ceilinged rooms overwhelmed the eye with the rich somber colors and the
heavy forms of Baroque art and furniture. Shells, acanthus leaves, volutes, garlands, and scrolls-often gilded decorated the museum-quality antique Bombay chests, chairs,
tables, massive mirrors, cabinets, and etageres..When Agnes groaned, one of the shadows spread its wings, moved closer, to the right side of the bed, and resolved into a
nurse. Agnes's vision had cleared. The nurse was a pretty young woman with black hair and indigo eyes..So they had cooked up this project, math and mayhem, geometry
of limbs and branches, arboreal science and childish stunt, a test of strategy and strength and skill-and of the scary limits of nine-year-old bravado..Sitting up in bed, he
passed a little time reading favorite, marked passages in Zedd's You Are the World. The book presented a brilliant argument that selfishness was the most misunderstood,
moral, rational, and courageous of all human motivations..Dinner arrived, and Tom persuaded Celestina and Grace to come to the table for Angel's sake, even if they had
no appetite. After so much chaos and confusion, the child needed stability and routine wherever they could be provided. Nothing brought a sense of order and normality to a
disordered and distressing day more surely than the gathering of family and friends around a dinner table..Although first-rate, the surgical team wasn't able to reattach the
badly torn extremity. Tissue damage was too extensive to permit delicate bone, nerve, and blood-vessel repair..On the other hand, killing a stranger like Bartholomew
Prosser relieved stress better than sex did. Senseless murder was as relaxing to him as meditation without seed, and probably less dangerous..Zedd taught in this world
where dishonesty is the currency of social acceptance and financial success, you must practice some deceit to get along in life, but you must never lie to yourself, or you
are left with no one to trust..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway, and cried out in
terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..Edom and Jacob Isaacson were her older brothers, who lived in two small apartments above the four-car garage at
the back of the property..As a matter of principle, Junior considered firing the slit-mouthed troll on the spot, but then Magusson said, "You shouldn't be bothered any further
by Detective Vanadium.".Standard decks of playing cards are machine packed, always in the same order, according to suits. You can absolutely count on the fact that each
deck you open will be assembled in precisely the same order as every other deck you have ever opened or ever will open..holding hands as they watched John Wayne in
The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they would live forever, and they were still young now, but for one of them,
forever had arrived..Fortunately, at least the desk was cigarette-scarred, because it came with the office. It had been the property of a skip-tracer named Otto Zelm, who'd
made a good living at the kind of work Nolly avoided out of boredom: tracking down deadbeats and repossessing their vehicles. On a stakeout, Zelm fell asleep in his car,
while smoking, thereby triggering the payoff of both life- and casualty-insurance policies, and freeing the lease on this furnished space..Frequently, people told Agnes that
she should find an agent for Barty, as he was wonderfully photogenic; modeling and acting careers, they assured her, were his for the asking. Though her son was indeed a
fine-looking lad, Agnes knew he wasn't as exceptionally handsome as many perceived him to be. Rather than his looks, what made Barty so appealing, what made him
seem extraordinarily good-looking, were other qualities: an unusual gracefulness for a child, such a physical easiness in every movement and posture that it seemed as
though some curious personal relationship with time had allowed him twenty years to become a three-year-old; an unfailingly affable temperament and quick smile that
possessed his entire face, including his mesmerizing green blue eyes. Perhaps most affecting of all, his remarkable good health was expressed in the lustrous sheen of his
thick hair, in the golden-pink glow of his summer-touched skin, in every physical aspect of him, until there were times when he seemed radiant.."No," Agnes said, shaking
loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's just a card. And we're all curious."."It isn't just the rotten railing," Junior said, still paging through the report, his
outrage growing. "The stairs are unsafe."."I don't just think so. And I don't just know it. I feel it, exactly like you feel all the ways things are. I'll bet you feel it, too."."Maybe he
could if he was able to lift it, but I couldn't throw a pig or an Oreo or anything else into any other place. It's just not something I know how to do.".Instead, he imagined
Vanadium's blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with surprising delicacy, reading the function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift,
sure, gliding fingertips. He imagined the detective finding the injection port in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic
needle as a magician would pluck a silk scarf from the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ....The nurse led the way, while the
orderly pushed the gurney from behind Barty's head..Uncommon dexterity is essential for anyone who hopes to become a highly skilled card mechanic, but it is not the sole
requirement. A capacity to endure grim tedium while engaging in thousands of hours of patient practice is equally important. The finest card mechanics also exhibit complex
memory function of a breadth and depth that the average person would find extraordinary.."I know what you mean. Mr. Cain, I'd never turn my back on that much money if
there was any damn way at all I could earn it.".He bolted up from the sofa, saying too loudly, "Canned hams," but at once he realized this made no sense, none, zip, so he
searched desperately for something coherent to say--"Potatoes, corn chips"--which was equally ridiculous. Now Obadiah was staring at him with that concerned alarm you
saw on the faces of people watching an epileptic in an uncontrolled fit, so Edom plunged across the living room as though he were falling off a ladder, toward the front door,
struggling to explain himself as he went: "We've brought some, there are some, I'll get some,.Perri was often fast asleep by nine-thirty, seldom later than ten o'clock while
Paul never turned in earlier than midnight or one in the morning. In the later hours, to the reassuring susurration of his wife's breathing, he returned to his pulp adventures.."I
haven't disturbed him," said the visitor, taking his cue from the doctor and keeping his voice low..Barefoot, in midnight-blue silk pajamas, he walked through his rooms
turning on lights in a considered pattern, which he had settled upon after much thought and planning..Thursday evening, his third in the hotel, he returned to the lounge for
cocktails and another steak. The same tuxedoed pianist provided the entertainment..'Miss White," he continued, still facing the window, "not long before you arrived in
surgery this morning, your sister died on the table. We hadn't delivered the baby yet, and perhaps couldn't have done so, by cesarean, in time to prevent brain damage, so
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for both the sake of the mother and child, heroic efforts were made to bring Phimie back and ensure continued circulation to the fetus until we could extract it.".He had noted
all seven names on the bassinets, but he read them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a
looming threat..Junior closed his weary eyes and gratefully submitted as the paramedic wiped his greasy face and his crusted lips with a cool, damp cloth..Unfortunately,
Caesar Zedd had not written a self-help book on how to commit homicide and escape the consequences thereof, and as before, Junior was entirely on his own..He and the
homicide detective had been friends for almost thirty years, since Max had been a uniformed rookie on the SFPD and Vanadium had been a young priest freshly assigned
to St. Anselmo's Orphanage here in the city. Before choosing police work, Max had contemplated the priesthood, and perhaps back then he had sensed the cop-to-be in
Tom Vanadium..The fire department. The firemen could come without sirens, quietly with their ladders, so as not to break Barty's concentration..Books were stacked high
on a nearby table, favorite novels and volumes of verse, all of which Agnes had read before. With time so limited, she preferred the comfort of the familiar to the possibility
that new writers and new stories would fail to please. Paul read to her often, as did Angel. Tom Vanadium sat with her, too, as did Celestina and Grace..Their station wagon
stood along the service road, at least a hundred yards from the grave. With no wind to harry it, the rain fell as plumb straight as the strands of beaded curtains, and beyond
these pearly veils, the car appeared to be a shimmering dark mirage..Holding on to the jamb with one hand, Barty leaned across the threshold, listening to the day. Birds.
Softly rustling leaves. Nobody on the porch. Even trying hard to be quiet, people always made some little noise..Maria Elena Gonzalez--such an imposing figure in spite of
her diminutive stature that even three names seemed insufficient to identify her-was still present. Although the crisis had passed, she wasn't ready to trust that nurses and
doctors, by themselves, could provide Agnes with adequate care..It could only be made better by the presence of her parents. They had planned to fly down to San
Francisco this morning, but late yesterday, a parishioner and close friend had died. A minister and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that superseded all else..Think,
think. A three-minute drive to the Lampion place. Maybe two minutes, running stop signs, cutting comers..Junior strove to appear properly mortified. "Thought I heard
something. Searched the apartment.".Although she knew how, and although she knew the pointlessness of asking why, Agnes asked, "Why? Oh, Lord, why must a blind
boy climb a tree?"
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