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are waving across the street at the UPS truck, and the driver, he sees them, and he stands there, kind of confused, and then he waves back.".Hound told his master that
they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who was he working for?".In the motel office, Junior paid for another night in advance. His preference in lodgings didn't
run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..He
stood at a window, staring down into the street, his profile to her, and in his silence he searched for the words to describe the "something extraordinary" that he had
mentioned earlier..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's voice in the
hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on the lives of
others and on the shape of the future.....At eleven o'clock Saturday morning, having just settled in the hotel after arriving from St. Mary's, they were waiting for the SFPD to
deliver suitcases of clothes and toiletries that Rena Moller, Celestina's neighbor, had packed according to her instructions. While waiting, the three of them took an early
lunch-or a late breakfast-at a room service table in the living room..He followed an alleyway to the building's service entrance, for which he possessed a key that wasn't
provided to other tenants. He unlocked the steel door and stepped into a small, dimly lighted receiving room with gray walls and a speckled blue linoleum
floor..Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity,
turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine
harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied,
stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable..At home again, in the safety of the family,
Barty collapsed in exhaustion from the sustained effort to see with eyes that he didn't possess. Abed for ten days, feverish, afflicted with vertigo and migraine headaches,
nauseated, he lost eight pounds before his recovery was complete.."Because He didn't want you to be a dog." She finished tying a bow in the drawstrings. "There. You look
just like an M&M.".The machine, one in a bank of four, wasn't filled with ordinary newspapers, which cost only a dime, but with a raunchy tabloid aimed at heterosexual
swingers..the floor, on a silk-covered pillow filled with goose down. With a sigh " he assumed the lotus position: spine straight, legs crossed, hands at rest with the palms
up..Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like
strangulation, the victim lost control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and reliable.
Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial
Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and inflamed mucous membranes constantly reminded him, he'd had more than enough of Scamp for a
while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..The tenderness with which Grace acceded to Phimie's desire, at the expense of her own peace of mind, filled Celestina
with emotion. She'd always admired and loved her mother to an extent that no words-or work of art-could adequately describe, but never more than now.."The mass of
these malignancies suggest they will soon spread-or have already spread-out of the eye to the orbit. There is no hope that radiation therapy will work in this instance, and
no time to risk trying it even if there were hope. No time at all. No time. Dr. Schurr and I agree, to save Bartholomew's life, we must remove both eyes immediately.".Barty
came out of the house with the library copy of Podkayne Of Mary, which his mother had promised to read to him later, in the hospital. "Are we all going?" he
asked..stubbornly withholds them is to take a bitterly cold shower while pressing ice against one's genitals, until the desired facts are recalled or hypothermic collapse
ensues..Worrying is what mothers do best. Celestina was her mother, as far as Angel was concerned, and the child was not yet of an age to be told, and to understand, that
she had been blessed with two mothers: the one who gave birth to her, and the one who raised her..Not one day in anyone's life, so her father taught, is an uneventful day,
no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a
renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts
of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that
engenders a smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo,
because kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small
meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed that ultimately
produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those
generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are
obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must
weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential
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to affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in
this momentous day..Packed full of aftermath, the movie was too violent for Junior's taste. He had wanted to meet at a showing of Doctor Dolittle or The Graduate. But
Google, as paranoid as a lab rat after half a lifetime of electroshock experiments, insisted on choosing the theater..The bright side was easy to see. If Vanadium's reputation
among other cops and among prosecutors was that of a paranoid, a pathetic a after phantom perpetrators, his unsupported belief that Naomi.At the midpoint of the table,
directly under the chandelier, the flashing silvery disc turned through the air, turned, turned, turned out of this world into another..In fifty years, until Angel, Tom had found no
other like himself and now a second in little more than a week. "I can't do what you did.".It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make
a silvery light shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't see
why they made a fuss over such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth when he was talking to the work, and insisted that
he do his carpentry with tools, in silence..Or as her father often said, happily mocking his own rhetorical eloquence: "Brighten the comer where you are, and you will light the
world.".Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly
inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also
her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning,
too..Paul shook his head. "Oh, no. People look at our marriage, and they think I gave up so much, but I got back a lot more than I gave.".He'd never had a chance to read
this to Perri or to benefit from her opinion. Now, as he scanned the lines of his calligraphic handwriting, his words seemed foolish, inappropriate, confused..Junior's heart
knocked so hard and fast that he wouldn't have been surprised if Vanadium, at the far end of the room, had begun to tap his foot in time with it..On the lawn, Koko, their
four-year-old golden retriever, was lying on her back, all paws in the air, presenting the great gift of her furry belly for the rubbing pleasure of young Mistress Mary..He
supposed Victoria might have a visitor. Perhaps a relative or a girlfriend. Not a man. No. She knew who her man was, and she would have no other while she waited for the
chance to surrender to him and to consummate the relationship that had begun with the spoon and the ice in the hospital ten days previously.."Doesn't look so spooky to
me." She turned the knave of spades so the baby could see it. "Does he scare you, Barty?".Truly, the time spent helping Agnes had given her uncountable new subjects for
paintings and had begun to bring to her work a new depth that excited her. "When you pour out your pockets into the pockets of others," Agnes had once said, "you just
wind up richer in the morning than you were the night before.".The Bones of the Earth.He was, admittedly, surprised that Nurse Bressler was strongly compelled to come on
to him even though she had read his patient file and knew that he'd recently been a veritable geyser of noxious spew, that during the violent seizure in the ambulance, he
had also lost control of bladder and bowels, and that he might at any moment suffer an explosive relapse. This was a remarkable testament to the animal lust he inspired
even without trying, to the powerful male magnetism that was as much a part of him as his thick blond hair..The black service road seemed to come out of nowhere, then to
vanish into a void, and Junior suddenly felt dangerously isolated, alone as he had never been, and vulnerable..All the way to the nightstand, he expected to discover that
the revolver had been taken from the drawer. Yet here it was. Loaded.."Shape-taking?"."No," Agnes said, shaking loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's
just a card. And we're all curious.".Thus far, none of these women of mercy was as lovely as Victoria Bressler, the ice-serving nurse who was hot for him. Nevertheless, he
kept looking and remained hopeful..After just twenty-one days, the boy's adaptation to blindness was amazing but clearly the gathered audience stood in anticipation of
something more remarkable than his unhalting progress and unerring sense of direction..On the morning of November third, Barty asked Maria to inquire of Agnes what she
would like to have read to her. "Then when she answers you, just turn and leave the room. I'll take it from there.".This baffled Junior. To the best of his recollection, during
the weeks that Seraphim had come to him for physical therapy, she had never mentioned an older sister or any sister at all..HAVING COMPLETED HER English lesson,
Maria Elena Gonzalez went home with a plastic shopping bag full of precisely damaged clothes and a smaller, paper bag containing cherry muffins for her two girls..He
stepped to the front door, which was framed by curtained side lights. He drew one of the curtains aside and peered out..In fact, though he strained hard to recall their
conversations, he could dredge up nothing that Seraphim had said during therapy, as if he'd been stone-deaf in those days. The only things he retained were sensual
impressions: the beauty of her face, the texture of her skin, the firmness of her flesh under his ministering hands..Posing as a counselor with Catholic Family Services, he
phoned each listed Bartholomew, with a question related to his or her recent adoption. Those who expressed bafflement, and who claimed not to have adopted a child,
were generally stricken from his list..By Friday morning, September 10, little more than forty-eight hours after the shooting, he felt good and was in fine spirits..While Jacob
ate, he browsed through a new coffee-table book on dam disasters. He talked more to himself than to Barty and Angel, as he spot-read the text and looked at pictures. "Oh,
my," he would say in sonorous tones. Or sadly, sadly: "Oh, the horror of it." Or with indignation: "Criminal. Criminal that it was built so poorly." Sometimes he clucked his
tongue in his cheek or sighed or groaned in commiseration..He decided to use the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the better.
Maybe luck would be with him..With some sharp instrument, probably a knife, Cain had stabbed and gouged the red letters, working on the wall with such fury that two of
the Bartholomews were barely readable anymore. The Sheetrock was marked by hundreds of scores and punctures..Carrying the brochure, Vanadium returned to the
bathroom and switched on the overhead light. He stared at the slashed wall, at the name red and ravaged..You scrawl names on the walls with your own blood, play Psycho
with a Sheetrock stand-in for Janet Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets. Not likely..With that thought, he
made himself laugh. Unfortunately, his laughter was high-pitched and shaky, and it scared the hell out of him..Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his proposal and
asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not anymore."."Enough," said the nurse, and the nun reached through clouds of steam to crank off the water..The boy's difference
was defined as much by what he didn't do as by what he did. For one thing, he didn't observe the Terrible Twos, the period of toddler rebellion that usually frayed the nerves
of the most patient parents. No tantrums for the Pie Lady's son, no bossiness, no crankiness..This was one of many things about Agnes that amazed Edom. If he had dared
to make a list of all the qualities that he admired in her, he would have sunk into despair at the consideration of how much better she had coped with adversity than either he
or Jacob..Apparently, he didn't lean back far enough, because amazingly he landed on his feet in the winter-faded grass. The shock buckled him, and he dropped to his
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knees. Still cradling Grace, he lowered her to the ground as gently as he'd ever lowered fragile Perri onto her bed-quite as if he had planned it this way..Awed, dropping to
one knee before Barty, Tom fingered the sleeve of the boy's shirt..Celestina's question had been about Phimie, but they had told her about the baby, and she was alarmed
by their evasion.."He's an attorney, and this grieving husband comes to him with a big liability case. There's money to be made.".the stems, thorns sharp against his tongue.
And then Agnes. Agnes in the yard, screaming.The sill was about four and a half feet off the lavatory floor. With both hands, Junior levered himself onto it.
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