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reliving of the horror. In her dreams, she was on a picnic with Joey or at a carnival with him. Walking a beach. Watching a movie. A warmth pervaded these scenes, an aura

of companionship, love. Except eventually she always glanced away from Joey, and when she looked again, he was gone, and she knew that he was gone forever..When

Agnes turned her head and saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..This soiling of Naomi's memory was a sadness so poignant, so terrible,

that he wondered if he could endure it. He felt his mouth tremble and go soft, not with the urge to throw up again, but with something like grief if not grief itself. His eyes

filled with tears..Rena was cheerful, short, and solid. Her waist measurement must have been two-thirds her height, and she favored floral dresses that emphasized her

girth. With a German accent and in a voice that always seemed about to dissolve in a great gale of mirth, she said, "Madchen lieb, you look like a Christmas candle to

me.".By nature, she was unable to hold fast to resentment, couldn't nurture a grudge, and was incapable of vengeance. She had forgiven even her father, who had put her

through hell for so long, who had blighted the lives of her brothers, and who had killed her mother. Forgiving was not the same as condoning. Forgiving did not mean that

you had to exonerate or forget..'She didn't reach into your thoughts and pluck out the name Rowena. Or Beezil or Feezil.'.Junior didn't know much about guns. He didn't

approve of them; he had never owned one..Angel was lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just changed her diaper..Surprising himself more than

anyone, Edom also presented his collection to the university. Out with tornadoes, hurricanes, tidal waves, earthquakes, and volcanoes; bring in the roses. He lightly

renovated his small apartment, painted it in brighter colors, and throughout the autumn, he stocked his bookshelves with volumes on horticulture, excitedly planning a

substantial expansion of the rosarium come spring.."Oh, dear God," she whispered, and although she had always been a strong woman who stood on a rock of faith, who

drew hope as well as air with every breath, she was as weak now as the unborn child in her womb, sick with fear..On this January twilight, as Maria Elena Gonzalez drove

south along the coast from Newport Beach, all men of the sea must have been reaching for bottles of rum to celebrate the fruit-punch sky: ripe cherries in the west, blood

oranges overhead, clustered grapes dark purple in the east..The man, whom the others called Licky, led him out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled his eyes. Leaving his

cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other spells woven about other buildings of the place, especially around a tall stone tower, filling the air

with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If he tried to push forward into them his face and belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in horror for the

wound; but there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice and hands to work magic, he could do nothing against these spells. Licky had tied one end of a

braided leather cord around his neck and held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that Otter avoided them. Where they were

was plain enough: the dusty pathways bent to miss them.."I suspect," Tom said, "that any job you set your mind to, you'd be as good as you are at teeth."."Most tornadoes

stay on the ground twenty miles or less," Edom explained, "but this one kept its funnel to the earth for two hundred nineteen miles! And it was one mile wide. Everything in

its path--torn, smashed to bits. Houses, factories, churches, schools-all pulverized. Murphysboro, Illinois, was wiped off the map, erased, hundreds killed in that one

town.".Heedless of the rules of standard police procedure, Tom raced to the doorway, crossed the threshold, and saw Barty throw a can of soda at the shaved head and

pocked face of a transformed Enoch Cain..If the directory proved to be of no help, Junior would proceed next to the registry office at the county courthouse, to review the

records of births going back to the turn of the century if necessary. Bartholomew, of course, might not have been born in the county, might have moved here as a child or an

adult. If he owned property, he'd show up on the register of deeds. Whether a landowner or not, if he did his civic duty every two years, he would appear on the voter

rolls..The phone rang at 3:20 in the afternoon, just after he switched off the radio in disgust. Sitting in the breakfast nook, the Oakland telephone directory open in front of

him, he almost said, Find the father, kill the son, instead of, "Hello.".Barty never cried. In the hospital neonatal unit, he'd been a marvel to the nurses, because when the

other newborns were squalling in chorus, Barty had been unfailingly serene..In the distance, the clang of a trolley-car bell. Hard and clear in spite of the muffling fog.."After

the war, for a while, I was able to get more mainstream work. Racially ... things were changing. But I was getting older, too, and the entertainment business is always

looking for someone young, fresh. So I never made it big. Lord, I never even made it medium, but I got along okay. Until ... by the early 1950s, my booking agent found it

harder and harder to line up good dates, good clubs.".This humble house wasn't where you expected to hear an elaborate custom doorbell-or even any doorbell at all, since

knuckles on wood were the cheapest announcement of a visitor..In his right hand again, the real gun, loaded with ten hollow-point rounds, felt charged with supernatural

power: to Bartholomew as a crucifix to Dracula, as holy water to a demon, as kryptonite to Superman..Earlier, the dirty-sheet clouds had been wrung dry. Now, the trees

that overhung the house had finally stopped dripping on the cedar shingled roof The night was so still that Agnes could hear the sea softly breaking upon the shore more

than half a mile away.."So do I, honey. Oh, Lord, so do I." She kissed his forehead. "Listen, kiddo, in spite of their stories and all their funny ways, your uncles are good

men."."A wonderful wedding," Celestina promised her, taking a pair of pajamas from a dresser drawer..Another machine beside the first, stocked with copies of a sexually

explicit publication for gays, fired a quarter that hit Junior's forehead. The next snapped against the bridge of his nose.."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those

seats. When the third machine starts whizzing coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering..Inevitably, he had to

wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's.."I mean," said Dr. Lipscomb, "that I'm selling my

practice and putting an end to my medical career. I wanted you to know.".Again he fired into the lock, squeezed the trigger a second time, and discovered that no rounds

remained in the magazine. Extra cartridges were distributed in his pockets..Tom opened his empty hands and then filled one of them with his water glass. The rattling ice

belied his calm face..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was divided into two rooms. The first was a combination living

room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small bedroom with adjoining bath..The musician's eyes met Junior's for an instant, widening

with surprise. Obviously he knew that Gammoner was a lie. So he must be aware of Junior's real identity..Holding the pistol, fully extending his right arm in execution style,
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the gunman approached the fallen minister..Twenty minutes later, at home, he poured sherry over ice. Sipping, he stood in the living room, admiring his two paintings..Maria

gathered up the four jacks and tore them in thirds. She put the twelve pieces in the breast pocket of her blouse. "I buy to you new cards, but no more ever can you to be

having these.".At the end of their second date, however, Frieda invited Junior up to her apartment, to see her Lientery collection and, no doubt, to take a ride on the Cain

ecstasy machine. She owned seven canvases by the painter, received as partial payment of his PR bills..After a minute, he slipped his hand into his pocket. The quarter

was still there..Not one day in anyone's life, so her father taught, is an uneventful day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no

matter whether you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life,

there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of

hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives

unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy

becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act,

regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed that ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All

human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of

humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing,

we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very

survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential to affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction,

so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in this momentous day..Eventually, dinner over, cleanup finished, when

Maria and the uncles had gone, Agnes and Barty faced the stairs together. She followed, holding his cane, which he said he preferred not to use in the house, prepared to

catch him if he stumbled..Stepping forward, Agnes said, "When Barty holds my hand and walks me through the rain, I get wet even while he stays dry. The same for all the

rest of us here ... except Angel."
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