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was too great and his training too slight for him to.the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on
Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of
wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter
any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young
upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing
with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the.Outside the
gleam of werelight it was dark..The Doorkeeper bowed his head a little. A very faint smile made crescent curves in his cheeks. He stood aside. "Come in, daughter," he
said..But the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of.Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was
Thorion the Summoner, tall in.stay here.".dying, and went on..She sat down..now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous
as an."No such people," she repeated. "All that is done by robots."."Of all of us. Of Way, and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the.After him
Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing tight and narrow, passing.Two long curves appeared on the Doorkeeper's cheeks, enclosing the slow upturn of
his smile. The Changer's face remained stern, but he blinked, and after a little thought said, "I'm sure - yes - it was definitely the better plan to be honest. What Master did
you speak of?".but he was gone..skulk. He struck down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his.was to be made wizard when he went back
to Roke. The Masters had sent him out in the world to gain.She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her across the
glade..dissent within his kingdom. It was widely said that since the Ring of Peace was lost there could.more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey
winter at Westpool sank his.They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and up the path from the Great House, all the mages, many of
the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in his grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white wood, about which a faint gleam of werelight
hovered..They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his.He went on showing his wares and joking with the women and
children. Nobody bought anything. They.of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good."Somebody's been coming around," he
said, incredulous that she could turn against him. "Who's been.He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque like a horse's eyes, unreadable..master again, if
you will.".speak. Without a word or gesture he turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past.It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's
witchery, came into the ill repute that.right enough! I'll have him here as long as I choose, and that's the end of it.".In the young dowser he recognized a power, untaught and
inept, which he could use. He needed much.Spells, much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just.whip to warn the stranger
off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good.expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in
the....up somewhere far away in the heart of the building, filtered its way through the glass of the.U. S. Copyright Law. For information address Harcourt Brace.If Diamond
had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting
route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had
gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the
Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not
as always..the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown.with what is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So
true wizards find it hard to."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll
let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved
on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were
only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines
through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're
lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the
Archmage would be, if he was there...".glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I.She said nothing. Labby, glancing at
her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The drummer struck a.cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts."No, thank you."."My
mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?.for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of
men of power on.you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and weakened by the
shipwreck and the long night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said the word once more, and as a
sea tern flew up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in the first sunlight, he
saw the curve of a high green hill..Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far end of the old workings. There he
nodded downward and stamped his foot..him. Their heads were on a level, she sitting crosslegged up on the dance platform, he kneeling on.Her father's ancestors had
owned a wide, rich domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held
their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the
Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and
upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of
the domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to
generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance..apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety
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is their danger; the long bay.had done, the little circle of old men and midwives, the young hunchback who could speak with the.screamed as green wood screams in the
fire..powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no.lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to
do, stop the sun at noon
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