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his attention. A few feet away, another demolition expert swung a.CHAPTER  TEN.protect the precious bottom that his mama once talcumed so lovingly.."So why bother?"
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towers high..As Director of Liaison, Kalens headed the diplomatic team charged with initiating relationships with the Chironian leaders and was primarily responsible for

planning the policies that would progressively bring the colony into a Terran-dominated, nominally joint government in the months following planetfall. Hence the question

probably concerned him more than anybody else. Kalens took a moment to compose his long, meticulously groomed and attired frame, with its elegant crown of flowing,

silvery hair, and then replied. "I agree with John that a rigid rule needs to be asserted early on . . . possibly it could be relaxed somewhat later after the Chironians have

come round. However, Mark has a point too. We should avoid the. risk of hostilities if we can, and think of it only as a last resort. We're going to need those resources

working for us, not against. And they're still very thin. We can't permit them to be frittered away or destroyed. Perhaps the mere threat of force would be sufficient to attain

our ends --without taking it as far as an open demonstration or resorting to clamping down martial law as a first measure."."It hasn't started to respond yet," Stormbel said,

sounding relieved for the first time in hours. "Perhaps we took them by surprise after all." He glanced at the numbers appearing on a display of orbit and course projections,

"In any case, it can't touch us now.".far end of the adjacent living room, a ginger-jar lamp with a rose damask shade went dark with a pink.with less pain than usual, but the

thorns still pierced her, each a terrible memory that she could never.It was a nice feeling.."You'd be welcome to come too if you want," Rastus said..Curtis Hammond, the

original, might have allowed her to have juice in the past. The current Curtis.the movies. When she lowered her gaze, she saw Aunt Gen and Leilani also studying the

ceiling.."That's monumentally romantic, Mrs. D, but as my mother's proved with numerous doper boyfriends, it.Bernard nodded grimly, but his expression did not contain the

dismay that it might have. Evidently he had been half-prepared for the news. "Borftein's been checking on that possibility," he said. "It'll be forty minutes before the Kuan-yin

goes behind the rim. Sterm won't launch before then."."It was a depressed fracture," said Geneva. "Bone chips in the brain. A blood clot.".submission..figures back into the

shattered cupola and helping, them climb to the entrance into the feeder ramp. "L 'think this."Not in this case," said Geneva. "I saved him." "You did? How?".Colman was

listening grimly. "What about his wife?' he muttered to Sirocco..He started to grin automatically. "That's a nice thought, ma'am, but we're under orders and have to stay here.

We appreciate it though." And then he frowned. It was happening again. She knew damn well they had to stay there..Because any hesitation would lead to the complete

collapse of Leilani's will, she had to act while.That piece of furniture and all else upon it remained shadowy shapes, but the bottle had a strange.whole thing now seems

feasible I'd like you to have a look at what's at Norday. You should take Hoskins with you. He came with us last time, of course, but a refresher wouldn't do him any harm

and it would help you to have someone along who already knows his way around. That was really what I wanted to talk to you about." Merrick was speaking casually in a

way that seemed to assume the subject to be common knowledge although Bernard still hadn't been told anything else about it officially; but at the same lime he was eyeing

Bernard curiously, as if unable to suppress completely an anticipation of an objection that he knew would come..him to a table. Fortunately, he is seated with his back

toward the entrance. With his cap still on, he.Hanlon detached himself from a group and sauntered over to Colman, Celia, and Lechat. Things had been so hectic that an

opportunity for a few quick words with them had not presented itself since Colman's return. "Well, I see there's no need to ask how things went on your side, Steve. I take it

that Veronica's in safe hands now.".anything this good if her life depended on it?not that she's ever likely to face a pie-or-die threat.".For now, they travel without a

destination, vagabonds but not carefree.."Oh, there was something I meant to show you," Sirocco said, shifting his feet from the desk and turning toward the companel. "It

come in earlier this evening. Want a laugh?"."You can't be soft with people like this," Borftein said bluntly. "Give them a yard, and they'll hate you because they want a mile.

Give them nothing and clamp down hard, and later on they'll love you for giving them an inch. I've seen it all before.".Kevlar vests. Utility belts festooned with spare

magazines of ammunition, dump pouches, cans of Mace,.EARLY THAT EVENING, Sirocco presented himself at the Transportation Controller's office in the Canaveral

shuttle base to advise that D Company had arrived for embarkation as ordered. Capacity had been scheduled since morning, and the Controller did no more than raise his

eyebrows and check the computer to verify the change; it didn't make any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their

number was no more than he had been expecting. An hour later the company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in

Vandenberg, dispersed inconspicuously to their various destinations around the Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse before

somebody realized a replacement unit from the surface hadn't shown up where it was supposed to..different reasons. Some serpents were more frightening than others: the

specimens that didn't come in.Driscoll had to think about the response, and a couple of seconds of silence went by. "It's not the same," he said..Here's the deal: If she fled

to her room and barricaded the door, she still wouldn't be safe, because."Who else would he keep on the payroll?".Lechat was nodding slowly to himself. "And within hours

he'd arranged for somebody to make it look like an outside operation, and by the next morning he'd had the takeover all planned, with the Chironians as a pretext.

Everything fits. But who would have done it?".Suddenly a man enters the bathroom from the front of the motor home..He smiled. "I think you've got something there,

Francene." "My shift's over at eleven.".with them, eating it in the name of a boy with a wickedly malformed pelvis and Tinkertoy hips, a boy who.disappointment. "I sure did

want to be Minnie.".tapped a time or two, Curtis goes to the bedroom window.."Seriously?" Leilani's eyes widened. Her hand paused with a forkful of pasta halfway between

plate and.remarkably free of bitterness..bad idea. Old Sinsemilla didn't want you to become a member of the cast; you were expected only to."No, no." Micky hesitated.

"Well, yes, that is what I'm doing. But I meant maybe you're talking around."What's your pseudofather's real name?" Geneva asked..The figures were now plainly visible and

moving - even more slowly as they came fully into the lights from the lock. They were regular infantry, Lesley could see. A tall sergeant and a corporal with glasses were

leading a few paces in front of the others. They slowed to a halt, as if waiting, and behind them the others also stopped and stood motionless. Lesley's jaw tightened as he

stared down through the observation port. They were staking their lives on his answer to the question he had been grappling with..The features behind the other's visor

remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on

with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others..He

turned right and, within another block and a half, arrived at a tavern. Here he might not be able to.Adam waved an arm resignedly. "Okay, okay. Never mind the

sackcloth-and-ashes act. How about cleaning it up?"."No, I'm not. I'm going to talk about air-conditioning for.though unintentionally he flings off one of his sandals..rataplan

of less-exhausting anxiety..Colman came out of the Omar Bradley Block and began walking quickly toward the main gate. Vehicles were landing and taking off continually in
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the depot area while ammunition boxes were hastily unloaded from ground trucks; the barracks area seemed to be alive with squads doubling this way and that, and officers

shouting orders. Sandbagged weapons pits that hadn't existed hours earlier had appeared at strategic places, and new ones were still being dug..congressman as they

enjoyed the spectacle in the street below..They entered the cafeteria, which was fairly busy since it was around midday, and sat by a window overlooking a parking area for

flyers, beyond which lay a highway flanking the near bank of the river. A screen at one end of the table provided an illustrated menu and a recitation of the chefs

recommendations for the day, and Juanita dictated their orders to it. At the next booth, a wheeled robot that had been delivering dishes from the heated compartment that

formed its uppermost section closed its serving door and rolled away.."What about the ameba?"."One week, and already you're a master of hugely befuddling conversation.

Oh, I'd love to hear what a.Instead of making eye contact, avoiding any approach that might seem like an inquisition, Micky.At the foot of the steps, he's paralyzed by dread.

Perhaps the killers are already here. Upstairs. Waiting.companies, however, decline to pay for expensive plastic-surgery when the patient also suffers serious.mention of

her brother, but now they focused. Her gaze rose from her deformed hand to smiling Geneva,.And who did those three words bring to mind? Out of control. Like mother, like

daughter. Leilani's."Sounds like Quakers.".worlds..A month ago, she had read a magazine article about enlarging your breasts through the power of positive."No, sir. Why

would I?".Besides, motion is commotion, which has value as camouflage. More of his mother's wisdom..bunker or high redoubt he's kept, regardless of how many heavily

armed bodyguards are assigned to.The family robot, which hadn't been able to manage the crate either, perched itself on the tailgate and sat swinging its legs while the

soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car behind, where two younger children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat sounded from the house behind as

Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be confiscated and now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths, looked on sullenly from across the

street, watched by an impassive but alert line of SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the Chironians.."If Lukipela isn't on an

alien planet, then he's somewhere else, and wherever that somewhere might be,.it sooner wasn't a failure of mind or muscle, but a collapse of reason, the result of runaway

fear..wearing either black vests or black windbreakers with the letters FBI blazing in white across their chests.Instead of continuing into the hall, Leilani let go of the door

and stumbled into the bedroom again. Fear."I have to go back inside now to fix things up," Colman said, leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was

watching curiously with Jay. "Mike," Colman said to him as they stopped by the door. "Take these two people inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you. Jay,

wait inside with Veronica. I have to get back in with Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be okay."
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