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her charges of rape were sincere. Any other man might have backed off, but Junior was neither fooled nor confused..Harrison and Grace had welcomed him in spite of the

fact that a friend and parishioner had died on Thursday, leaving them both bereft and with church obligations..Tom Vanadium checked the small wastebasket next to the

sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The crumpled wrappers from two Band-Aids.."As I explained, he might have thought I was you," Edom said, staring at the

neatly ordered volumes on the nearby bookshelves..The big-headed, bulging-eyed, slit-mouthed runt had collected $850,000 from Naomi's death, so the least he could do

was provide a little information. He'd probably bill for the time, anyway..With the infant in her arms, the heavyset nurse pressed in beside Celestina, who.The wedding

reception-big, noisy, and joyous-spread across the three properties without fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all the lives

that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that she was actually there with them.."Maybe he's a character I saw in a movie or read in a novel. I'm a member of the

Book-of-the-Month Club. I'm always reading one thing or another. I don't remember a character named B-Bartholomew, but maybe I read the book years ago.".The police.

The stupid police. Ringing the bell when they knew he'd been shot. Ringing the damn doorbell when he lay here helpless, the Industrial Woman lurching toward him, his toe

on the other side of the kitchen, ringing the doorbell when he was losing enough blood to give transfusions to an entire ward of wounded hemophiliacs. The stupid bastards

were probably expecting him to serve tea and a plate of butter cookies, little paper doilies between each cup and saucer..From serviceway to alley to serviceway to street,

into the city and the fog and the night, Junior ran from the Cain past into the Pinchbeck future..She lost track of him. Fear knocked, knocked, on the door of her heart,

because she was sure that he had vanished the way ships supposedly disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle..Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been

lowered from his knees to his right side. Head elevated and tilted by one of the paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..The big trees on

Vanadium's property also stood bare, allowing a relatively unobstructed view of the house. The back of the residence as dark, but a soft light warmed two windows at the

front..Now, here on this sunny ridge in Oregon, miles from any train and farther still from any nuns, Junior applied this artistic insight to his own situation, overcame his

squeamishness, and regained some momentum of his own. He approached his fallen wife, stood over her, and stared down into her fixed eyes as he said, "Naomi'."."He

must've listened on the car radio," Agnes said, digging down into the layered days in her packed trunk of memories. "He was trying to get ahead of his work, so he'd be able

to stay around the house a lot during the week after the baby came. So he arranged to meet with some prospective clients even on Sunday. He was working a lot, and I was

trying to deliver my pies and meet my other obligations before the big day. We didn't have as much time together as usual, and even as impressed as he must've been with

the sermon, he never had a chance to tell me about it. The next-to-last thing he ever said to me was 'Bartholomew.' He wanted me to name the baby Bartholomew."."Do

you know him? " Edom asked, gazing longingly now at the open door, from which Jacob had turned away. "Obadiah Sepharad? ".Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a

seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the town square-joined Agnes, Barty, Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.He

was still her boy. As always, her boy. Bartholomew. Barty. Her sweetie. Her kiddo..This show was hopeless, disastrous, stupid, foolish, painful, lovely, wonderful, glorious,

sweet..THE SANDMAN WAS powerless to cast a spell of sleep while Junior spent the night flushing away enough water to drain a reservoir..Or as her father often said,

happily mocking his own rhetorical eloquence: "Brighten the comer where you are, and you will light the world.".Edom did as asked. Then he cut the deck into two

approximately equal stacks when requested to do so.."Nonsense," Agnes breezed on, "it's no imposition. You'll be a great help with my baking, the pie deliveries, all the

work that I put aside during Barty's surgery and recovery. It'll either be fun, or I'll wear you down to the bone, but either way, you won't be bored. I've got two extra rooms.

One for Celie and Angel, and one for Grace. When your Wally arrives, we can move Angel in with Grace, or she can bunk with me."."Jacob scares people," Agnes said. "No

one would eat a pie that Jacob delivered without having it tested at a lab.".The spectral singer didn't exhibit her blood-and-bone sisters' reluctance to pursue her

man..Angel, busy with a cookie through most of this, licked crumbs from her lips and asked Paul, "Do you have a puppy?".Joey rested not under the stern watch of the

cypresses, but near a California pepper tree. With its graceful, cascading boughs, it appeared to stand in meditation or in prayer..Clearly, she had learned nothing from her

reading. No sincere and thoughtful student of Zedd would be as sorely lacking in self-control as Frieda Bliss..He had considered tracking down Celestina-and the bastard

boy--prior to her exhibition. The alumni office of her college might be one route to her. And further inquiries in the city's fine-arts community would no doubt eventually

provide him with her address..They would have given him an antinausea medication. It most likely wasn't going to work quickly enough to save him..Needlepoint provided

no sanctuary. Junior's hands trembled just badly enough to make accurate stitchery impossible..Surprisingly, he received a lot of gratification from voicing this insult, even

though Vanadium was too dead to hear it..Now that Tom knew what to look for, the gloom couldn't conceal the incredible truth.."More than remorse," the magician said.

"Shame. I come from good people. I wasn't raised to be a cheat. Sometimes, trying to figure how I went wrong, I think it wasn't the need for money that ruined me. At least

not that alone, not even that primarily. It was pride in my skill with the cards, frustrated pride because I wasn't getting enough nightclub work to show off as much as I

wanted to.".Never would he pause to reload at this desperate penultimate moment, when success or failure might be decided in mere seconds. That would be the choice of

a man who thought first and acted later, the behavior of a born loser..The hum, the buzz, the rattle, the grinding of machinery, power tools. Sheet steel and tougher

structural steel snarling against the teeth of a metal-cutting saw..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on

Enlad:.As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied him as profoundly as Naomi had satisfied him..In her features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She

was nothing whatsoever like Junior. Only the light brown shade of her skin provided evidence that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by parthenogenesis..Indeed, she

found it difficult to talk with her son in their usual easy way. She heard a stiffness in her voice that she knew would sooner or later be apparent to him..Junior hadn't suffered

a paranormal experience since the early- morning hours of October 18, when he'd drifted up from a vile dream of worms and beetles to hear the ghostly singer's faint a

cappella serenade. Shouting at her to shut up, he had awakened neighbors.."Maybe," said Angel. "Or maybe to The Monkees ... or maybe to where you didn't get run down

by the rhinosharush.".These kids were the same age, yet listening to them was akin to hearing Angel do her charming shtick with an adult who had a lot of patience, a

sense of humor, and an awareness of generational ironies..If the sight of his daughter almost drove him to his knees, the sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted

him until he was virtually floating across the grass..When Junior complained of severe thirst, Victoria explained that he was to have nothing by mouth until morning. He
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would be put on a liquid diet for breakfast and lunch. Soft foods might be allowable by dinnertime tomorrow..Action. just concentrate on action and ignore the disgusting

aftermath. Remember the runaway train and the bus full of nuns stuck on the tracks. Stay with the train, don't go back to look at the smashed nuns, just keep moving

forward, and everything will be all right..Twice during dinner, he seemed to draw near The Subject, but then he circled around it and flew off, each time to report some news

of little relevance or to recount something funny that Angel had said..Having used his body as a clapper in the bell of the Dumpster, Junior had struck a loud reverberant

note that tolled like a poorly cast cathedral bell, echoing solemnly off the walls of the flanking buildings, back and forth through the fogbound night.."By the close of business

tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your consideration.".For eight nights thereafter, Agnes padded the floor with folded blankets on both sides of the

boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she discovered that Barty had returned the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten

them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the sure evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself would have stored

them..In that slow, flat delivery with which Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year,

remember? More than once during that campaign, I could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?".Junior stood at the window for a

long time, not because he was pretending to rest, and not because any of the attending nurses was a looker. He was transfixed, and for awhile he didn't know why..Nolly

raised his martini glass in a toast. "To Kathleen Klerkle Wulfstan, dentist and associate detective.".Although Vanadium had been morally certain about the identity of his

assailant, intuition without evidence was not sufficient to stir the authorities into action-not against a man on whom the state and county had settled $4,250,000 in the matter

of his wife's mortal fall. They would appear either to be incompetent in the investigation of Naomi Cain's death or to be pursuing Enoch in the new matter out of sheer

vindictiveness. Without stacks of evidence, the political risks of acting on a policeman's instinct were too great..He used the kitchen phone, at the comer secretary. The

blood had been cleaned up long ago, of course, and the minor damage from the ricocheting bullet had been repaired.."I'm no hero," Paul insisted. "I just got your mom out

of there in the process of saving myself.".They had a few days for quiet celebration of this astonishing recovery of his sight, and in that time, she never tired of watching him

read to her. He didn't think she even listened closely. It was the fact of him made whole that lifted her spirits so high as they were now, not any writer's words nor any story

ever written..Celestina extended her left hand, which shook so badly that she nearly knocked over both their wineglasses. "I will."."Yes. More about that later, just let me

make it clear that an interest in physics doesn't make me a physicist. Even if I were, I couldn't explain quantum mechanics in an hour or a year. Some say quantum theory is

so weird that no one can fully understand all its implications. Some things proven in quantum experiments seem to defy common sense, and I'll lay out a few for you, just to

give you the flavor. First, on the subatomic level, effect sometimes comes before cause. In other words, an event can happen before the reason for it ever occurs. Equally

odd ... in an experiment with a human observer, subatomic particles behave differently from the way they behave when the experiment is unobserved while in progress and

the results are examined only after the fact-which might suggest that human will, even subconsciously expressed, shapes reality.".Here, four days past Christmas, after two

days of torment, Agnes knew the worst, that her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness or cancer of the brain.."The doctors," he continued,

"needed to repair damage to the left frontal sinus, the sphenoidal sinus, and the sinus cavernous, which had all been partially crushed by that pewter candlestick. Frontal,

malar, ethmoid, maxillary, sphenoid, and palatine bones had to be rebuilt to properly contain my right eye, because it sort of ... well, it dangled. That was just for starters,

and there was considerable essential dental work, as well. I elected not to have any cosmetic surgery.".For a while, Junior half convinced himself that the quarter in his

cheeseburger, in December '65, was a meaningless coincidence, unrelated to Vanadium. His short tour of the kitchen, in search of the perpetrator, had given him reason to

believe the diner's sanitary standards were inadequate. Recalling the greasy men on that culinary death squad, he knew that he'd been fortunate not to discover a dead

rodent spread-eagle on the melted cheese, or an old sock..AGNES ALWAYS ENJOYED Christmas Eve dinner with Edom and Jacob, because even they tempered their

pessimism on this night of nights. Whether the season touched their hearts or they wanted even more than usual to please their sister, she didn't know. If gentle Edom

spoke of killer tornadoes or if dear Jacob was reminded of massive explosions, each dwelt not on horrible death, as usual, but on feats of courage in the midst of dire

catastrophe, recounting astonishing rescues and miraculous escapes.."Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie," Barty repeated in the same tone of self-satisfied delight that he

used when announcing "Barty potty.".Agnes ran to the kitchen, where she had been working when the doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with the

honey-raisin pear pies that she and Jacob had baked this morning..She stepped to the bed, bracketing Junior between her and Big Rude. The stream of obscene invective

issuing from Sheena made Junior feel as if he had gotten in the way of a septic-tank cleanout hose..THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with the gray day came

a silver drizzle. The city was lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained from it, swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..This time he didn't flip the quarter straight into

the air. He tipped his hand, and with his thumb, he shot the coin toward Agnes..That saving smile once more returned lost harmony to the scarred and broken face. "Not

me. From my perspective, psychology is just one more of those easy sources of false meaning-like sex, money, and drugs. But I will admit to knowing a thing or two about

evil.".At the foot of the bed: a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high. Brass handles..Had Kathleen Klerkle been a man, she would have enjoyed

larger quarters in a newer building in a better part of town. She was more gentle and respectful of the patient's comfort than any male dentist Nolly had ever known, but

prejudice hampered women in her profession..She tried to tell him that he was going to make it, that he would be with her for a long time, that the universe was not so cruel

as to take him at thirty with all their lives ahead of them, but the truth was here to see, and she could not lie to him..He considered calling her, but he didn't know what he

would say if she answered..Drawing from a well of inspiration deeper than instinct, Junior knew that if ever he crossed paths with a man named Bartholomew, he must be

prepared to deal with him as aggressively as he had dealt with Naomi. And without delay..Later, in early '66, out of his coma and recovering sufficiently to have visitors,

Vanadium spent a most difficult hour with his old friend Harrison White. Out of respect for the memory of his lost daughter, and not at all out of concern for his image as a

minister, the reverend had refused to acknowledge either that Seraphim had been pregnant or that she'd been raped-although Max Bellini had already confirmed the

pregnancy and believed, based on cop's instinct, that it had been the consequence of rape. Harrison's attitude seemed to be that Phimie was gone, that' nothing could be

gained by opening this wound, and that even if there was a villain involved, the Christian thing was to forgive, if not forget, and to trust in divine justice..At the head of the
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line, Paul waved a red handkerchief out of the window of the station wagon..Animal instinct told Junior that the business with the quarter in the diner and now these quarters

in his living room were related to his failure to find Bartholomew, Seraphim White's bastard child. He couldn't logically explain the connection; but as Zedd teaches, animal

instinct is the only unalloyed truth we will ever know..Certain that he was overreacting, Tom nevertheless left the kitchen as a cop, not a priest, would leave it: staying low,

knife thrust in front of him, clearing the doorframe fast..Before they set out for the amusement park, Agnes pulled him aside, held him close, and said, "Listen, kid of mine,

I'm not giving up. Don't think I ever would. Let's have fun today. This evening, you and I and Angel will convene a meeting of the North Pole Society of Not Evil

Adventurers"-the girl had become the third member years ago" and all truths will be told and secrets known. ".As Junior was about to knock again, the door flew inward, and

over Sinatra having fun with "When My Sugar Walks Down the Street," Victoria said, "You're early, I didn't hear your car--" She was speaking as she pulled the door open,

and she cut herself off in midsentence When she stepped up to the threshold and saw who stood before her..In the face of his kindness, however, she couldn't refuse his

request. She nodded.."They've gone to bed. They're tired," Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?".With all twelve fragments

destroyed, the curse should have been lifted from little Bartholomew: the threat of the unknown, violent enemy who was represented by the four knaves. Somewhere in the

world, an evil man existed who would one day have killed Barty, but now his journey through life would take him elsewhere. Eleven saints had been given twelve shares of

responsibility for lifting this curse..Her mother and father still resided in a world where Phimie was alive. Bringing them from that old reality to this new one would be the

second-hardest thing Celestina had ever done..Imagination like all living things lives now, and it lives with, from, on true change. Like all we do and have, it can be co-opted

and degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may leave desert where there was forest and meadow,

but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable, mutable, untruthful realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the

nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring.."Did he say I'd met him?" Jacob asked, squinting past Edom toward the bright sunlight at the open

door..Even the Shantung-softened lamplight blazed too bright and did not serve her well, so she switched it off and said, "Scoot over.".In spite of the urgency of his desire,

he followed a circuitous route to Victorial's, doubling back on himself twice, watching for surveillance as he drove. If he were being followed, his tail was an invisible man in a

ghost car..Down the stairs, through the ground floor, quickly, soundlessly, breath held at times, listening for the other's breathing, listening for the softest squeak of

rubber-soled shoes, although the hard clack of cloven hoofs and a whiff of sulfur would not have been surprising. At last he went to the kitchen, full circle from the shiny

quarter on the breakfast table to the quarter again. No Cain..The family didn't exist in anticipation of developments with Barty and Angel, didn't put the pair at the center of

their world. Instead, they did the good work, shared the satisfactions that came daily with being part of Pie Lady Services, and got on with life..Disbelieving his eyes, Junior

reached across his body with his left hand and picked up the quarter. Although it had been lying in his right palm, it was cold. Icy..Saturday and Sunday, between. sessions

with the directory, Junior cruised around the county on a series of pleasure drives-testing the theory that the maniac cop was no longer following him. Apparently, Simon

Magusson was correct: The case had been closed..Somehow, Vanadium's malevolent spirit was also to blame for Junior's failure to find a new heart mate, in spite of all the

women he'd been through. Undoubtedly, when Bartholomew was dead and Vanadium vanquished with him, romance and true love would bloom.
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