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guide since among the compromises has become ready. Paul was nearest to that corner when he halted Grace in her rush toward certain death. Before he quite realized
what he was doing, he found that he'd flung open the door and climbed half the single long flight of steps, as surefooted as Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any
of the other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had for so long been his adventures by proxy..He chased after none of these lovelies beyond a few dates, and none of them
pursued him when he was done with them, although surely they were distressed if not bereft at losing him..Skinny, pasty-faced, chattering sissy," he hissed, still so furious
with Neddy that he wanted to jam the pianist's head in the toilet even though he was dead. Jam his head in and stomp on him. Stomp him into the bowl. Flush and flush,
stomp and stomp..Hound shrugged. He didn't choose to tell Losen that people hated him disinterestedly..IN HIS FORD VAN filled with needlepoint and Sklent and Zedd,
Junior Cain-Pinchbeck to the world-left the Bay Area by a back door. He took State Highway 24 to Walnut Creek, which might or might not have walnuts, but which offered a
mountain and a state park named for the devil: Mount Diablo. State Highway 4 to Antioch brought him to a crossing of the river delta west of Bethel Island. Bethel, for those
who had taken good advanced courses in vocabulary improvement, meant "sacred place.".And here, now, into the kitchen through a door with a porthole in the center. Into
sizzle and clatter, into clouds of fried-onion fumes and the mouthwatering aromas of chicken fat and shoestring potatoes turning golden in deep wells of boiling cooking
oil..Indeed, Junior suspected that they might be here at Vanadium's urging. The cop would be interested in determining how avaricious the mourning husband would prove
to be when presented with the opportunity to turn his wife's cold flesh into cash..Fascinated by this strange new realm, Angel returned to her chair periodically, between
explorations, to sip apple juice and to reveal her latest discoveries: "They got yellow shelf paper. They got potatoes in a drawer. They got four kinds of pickles in the
refrigerator. They got a toaster under a sock with pictures of birds on it.".As shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't
seen what she thought she'd seen..Whereas the lone heart at the center of the rectangular white field inspired amazement and delight in her brothers and in Maria, Agnes
reacted to it with dread. She strove to mask her true feelings with a smile as thin as the edge of a playing card..demons: hypodermoclysis ... intravenous oxytocin ...
maintain perfect asepsis, and I mean perfect, at all times ... a few oral preparations of ergot as soon as it's safe to give her anything by mouth.Admittedly, she had allowed
herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door to full belief..Again he fired into the lock, squeezed the trigger a
second time, and discovered that no rounds remained in the magazine. Extra cartridges were distributed in his pockets..Koko changed directions with a fantastic pivot turn
and bounded after the girl..Suddenly and seriously creeped out, Junior wanted to get away from this nut case. Yet he was frozen by morbid fascination.."I never saw a
Moor--never saw the Sea--Yet know I how the Heather looks--And what a Billow be."".The apartment had been furnished with only two padded folding chairs and a bare
mattress in the living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of a bed frame or box springs..Already, the girl had taken Barty's hand. The two kids descended
from the porch into the rain. They didn't circle the oak, but stopped at the foot of the steps and turned to face the house.."September 13, 1928. Lake Okeechobee, Florida.
Two thousand people died in a flood."."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they pit us one against the other, for their
gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".Yet the coin was as real as dead Naomi broken on the stony
ridge at the foot of the fire tower..Worse, to make credible his anguish and to avoid suspicion, he would have to play the devastated widower for at least another couple
weeks, perhaps for as long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement advice of Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled by
sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to pretend to be one of them-and for an interminable period of time..Choking fumes, blinding
soot. A licking heat told him that slithering fire had followed the smoke up the stairs and now coiled perilously close in the murk..He doubted the Studebaker would ever be
found, but successful men were, without exception, those who paid attention to detail..Artificial eyes were on order. He would soon return to Newport Beach for a third fitting
before implant. They weren't glass, as commonly believed, but thin plastic shells that fit neatly behind the eyelids in the cavities left after surgery. On the inner surface of the
transparent artificial cornea, the artificial iris would be skillfully hand-painted, and movement of the ocular prosthesis could be achieved by attaching the eye-moving
muscles to the conjunctiva..She proceeded down the shadowy center aisle, genuflected at the chancel railing, and went to the votive rack..At the end of the famous sermon,
Celestina's father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews
whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return
to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them
and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve.."I'm no hero," Paul insisted. "I just got your mom out of there in the process of saving myself.".Saturday morning, Paul
made himself useful by assisting Grace with food preparation and by setting out the plates, flatware, and glasses on the dining-room sideboard..The boy dashed for the
front passenger's door. Agnes didn't follow him, because she knew that he would politely but pointedly express frustration if any attempt was made to help him with a task
that he could perform himself..Junior strove to appear properly mortified. "Thought I heard something. Searched the apartment.".Then the police in Spruce Hills would want
to know why he had been screwing around with an underage Negro girl if his marriage to Naomi had been as perfect, as fulfilling, as he claimed. Unfair as it seems, there is
no statute of limitations on murder. Closed files can be dusted off and opened again; investigations can be resumed. And although authorities would have little or no hope of
convicting him of murder on whatever meager evidence they could dig up, be would be forced to spend another significant portion of his fortune on attorney fees..As he
turned the corner onto Jasmine Way, he felt his heart lift in expectation of the sight of his home. It wasn't a grand residence--a typical Main Street, USA, house-but it was
more splendid to Paul than Paris, London, and Rome combined, cities that he would never see and would never regret failing to see.."Oh, that's me, all right. I'm on the FBIs
most-wanted list for criminal pie jostling.".Angel didn't want to go, maybe because the boogeyman schemed beneath the bed in some of her nightmares..She switched off
the hall light and stood at the half-open door, listening, waiting..His words echoed back to her from July: My cold's just here, not every place I am..Even as this news
pleased Junior, it also saddened him. He was not merely interring a lovely wife, but also his first child. He was burying his family..Yet he brooded even at breakfast, in spite
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of the consolation of clotted cream and berries, raisin scones and cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less
misery than this, in a far swifter conveyance of Enoch Cain to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land struggling,
and he couldn't take comfort in the fact that elsewhere he had proved to be a better man..This graciousness didn't free Paul to speak. Instead, he felt his throat thicken,
trapping his voice more tightly still..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and inflamed mucous membranes
constantly reminded him, he'd had more than enough of Scamp for a while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..It was the best he could do in protest against the
misuse of good work and a good ship. He was pleased with himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault would not show up until she
was out on the open sea) he could not keep from his teachers what he had done, the little circle of old men and midwives, the young hunchback who could speak with the
dead, the blind girl who knew the names of things. He told them his trick, and the blind girl laughed, but the old people said, "Look out. Take care. Keep hidden.".Although
Junior was free of the superstitions that Naomi, in her innocence and sentimentality, had embraced, he wept without pretense..After tucking the flashlight under his belt, he
grabbed the lip of the Dumpster with both hands. The metal was gritty, cold, and wet..He could have killed someone named Henry or Larry, without risk of creating a
Bartholomew pattern that would prickle like a pungent scent in the hound-dog nostrils of Bay Area homicide detectives. But he restrained himself.."You should call San
Francisco police, have them put your place under surveillance and nail him if he turns up.".Between new women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances,
attended lectures given by ghost hunters, visited haunted houses, and read more strange books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium whose photographs
sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent presences hovering in the vicinity of her subject, though in his case she could discern no telltale sign of a spirit..To
Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this.".During the day and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had
never witnessed such a spectacle. Shifts changed, and new nurses came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the
freak show.."God bless us, every one," Agnes repeated with all her extended family, and after a sip of the wine, she made an excuse to check on something in the kitchen,
where she pressed hot tears into a cool, slightly damp dishtowel to prevent the telltale swelling of her eyes..Behind them, two shots roared, and Paul knew that the reverend
was no longer of this world.."And you give yourself far too little credit," Salk continued gently. "There's no doubt in my mind that Perri was a hero. But she was married to a
hero, as well.".Onto its roof now, the Pontiac spun as it slid, grinding loudly against the blacktop, and regardless of how determinedly Agnes held on, she was being pulled
out of her seat, toward the inverted ceiling and also backward. Her forehead knocked hard into the thin overhead padding, and her back wrenched against the
headrest..Here, four days past Christmas, after two days of torment, Agnes knew the worst, that her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness
or cancer of the brain..Because drugs foil all efforts at self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to recover his money; even
five thousand dollars wasn't worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in a schoolyard, and wished them a
Merry Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn. Sunshine tinseled the city, and the streets filled with
last-minute holiday shoppers..Even on good days, when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and wasn't prepping himself to commit murder, Junior sometimes
grew uncomfortable in these bustling crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he shouldered through the throng-and admittedly paranoid, too..Before the
pianist could cry out, Junior drove him between the toilet and the sink, slamming him against the wall hard enough to knock loose his breath and to cause the water to slosh
audibly in the nearby toilet tank.."Did he say I'd met him?" Jacob asked, squinting past Edom toward the bright sunlight at the open door..At first all had gone well. Agnes,
Maria, and Edom were rightly amazed. A thrill of wonder and big smiles all around the table. They were enthralled by the astoundingly favorable fall of cards, a breathtaking
mathematical improbability..Since he knew where Celestina would be on January 12, there was no point in taking risks to find her sooner. He had plenty of time to prepare
for their encounter, time to savor the sweet anticipation..Kathleen hadn't noticed Tom replace his glass on the table, over the quarter. When he lifted it to drain the last of the
martini, two dimes and a nickel glittered on the tablecloth, where previously the quarter had been..After taking a minute to steel himself, Junior squatted next to the dead
detective..Mrs. Cain's little boy felt small, weak, sorry for himself, and terribly alone. The detective was still here, but his presence only aggravated Junior's sense of
isolation..As a homicide detective, Vanadium had a career-spanning ninety eight percent closure-and-conviction record on the cases he handled. Once convinced he had
found the guilty party, he didn't rely solely on solid police work. He augmented the usual investigative procedures and techniques with his own brand of psychological
warfare-sometimes subtle, sometimes not-which frequently encouraged the perpetrator to make mistakes that convicted him..Swift and yellow, Angel flew to her mother,
grabbing at one of the bunched drapes as if she might hide behind it.."Another year," Edom said, "and instead of me, Barty can drive the car for you.".Her eyes, lustrous
pools, brimmed with the need to know, but she respected the deal. "I only half understood all that, and I don't even know which half, but in some strange way, it feels true.
Thank you. I will think about it tonight, when I can't sleep." She stepped close and kissed him on the cheek. "Who are you, Tom Vanadium?".quiet pool, sweet with the
fragrance of jasmine. Under the huge spreading oak. Grass oiled to a glossy green by the.Frowning, Panglo, said, "Terrible, you're right, so many terrible things happen, but
I don't see why trains-".Recently, Wally administered to Angel a set of apperception tests for three-year-olds, and the results indicated that she might not ever be a math
whiz or a verbal gymnast, but that she might be highly talented in other ways. Her appreciation of color, her innate understanding of the derivation of secondary hues from
the primary colors, her sense of spatial relationships, and her recognition of basic geometric forms regardless of the angle at which they were presented were all far beyond
what was exhibited by other kids her age. Wally said she was visually, rather than verbally, gifted, that she would undoubtedly exhibit increasing precociousness in matters
artistic, that she might follow Celestina's career path, and that she might even prove to be a prodigy..Her metal hands were still crossed defensively over her breasts. The
artist had welded large hexagonal nuts to her rake-tine fingers to suggest knuckles, and balanced on one nut was a fourth quarter..Always, he was good with Barty, and on
this occasion, he teased more than the usual number of smiles and giggles from the boy as he tried to get him to read the Snellen chart on the wall. Then he lowered the
lights in the examination room to study his eyes with an ophthalmometer and an ophthalmoscope..Dr. Zedd's death, just last Thanksgiving, had been a blow to Junior, a loss
to the nation, to the entire world. He considered it a tragedy equal to the Kennedy assassination one year previous..Clutching the red rose in his left hand, the brightly

Shadows Of The Heavens Part 12 Savage Mirror.pdf
Page 4/6

wrapped gift box half crushed in his right, Thomas Vanadium lay at Junior's mercy, with no tricks to perform, no quarter to set dancing across his knuckles,."There's a
valuable lesson in that," Agnes said. "Others can learn from it if you care to share. But if you want to record your life only up to the card cheating, that's okay, too. Even that
far, it's a fascinating journey, a story that shouldn't be lost with you when you pass on. Libraries are packed with biographies of movie stars and politicians' most of them not
capable of as much meaningful self-analysis as you'd get from a toad. We don't need to know more about celebrities' lives, Obadiah. What might help us, what might even
save us, is knowing more about the lives of real people who've never made it even medium but who know where they came from and why.".The girl's appetite was sharp,
even though the food was soft and bland. Soon, she slept..sky grew sullen in the early twilight, and the city once more arrayed itself in the red gesso and gold leaf that had
indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the previous night..Celebration of course, would lead to incarceration and perhaps to electrocution. With Vanadium, the
maniac cop, likely to be found lurking under the bed or masquerading as a nurse to catch him in an unguarded moment, Junior had to recover at a pace that his physician
would not find miraculous. Dr. Parkhurst expected to discharge him no sooner than the following morning..The musician's bird-sharp gaze grew dull. His pink tongue
protruded from his mouth, like a half-eaten worm.."September 20, 1902, Birmingham, Alabama, church fire--one hundred fifteen dead. March 4, 1908, Collinwood, Ohio,
school fire, one hundred seventy-six dead.".So much argued against the idea that they could succeed as a couple. In this age when race supposedly didn't matter anymore,
it sometimes seemed to matter more year by year. Age mattered, too, and at fifty, he was twenty-six years older than she was, old enough to be her father, as surely her
father would quietly but pointedly--and repeatedly!-observe. He was highly educated, with multiple medical degrees, and she had gone to art school..of Zedd constituted the
most thoughtful, most rewarding, most reliable guide to life to be found anywhere. When Junior was Confused or troubled, he turned to Caesar Zedd and never failed to find
enlightenment, guidance. When he was happy, he found in Zedd the welcome reassurance that it was all right to be successful and to love oneself.Junior had hoped not to
be recognized by anyone at this affair. He regretted that he hadn't stuck to his original plan, maintaining surveillance of the gallery from his parked car..Junior wasn't
concerned that the shots would attract unwanted attention. These large rural properties and a plenitude of muffling trees made it unlikely that the nearest neighbor would
hear anything..A blood test might prove that Junior was the father. Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family,
perhaps not even with the hope of sending him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child
support.."Phimie said the creep thought it was funny, but using Daddy's voice as background music also ... well, aroused him, maybe because it further humiliated her and
because he knew it would humiliate our father. But we never told Daddy that part of it. Neither of us saw any useful reason for telling him.".When finally he found his voice, it
was rough-sawn with a blade of grief. "My wife. Perri. Perris Jean.".He had never associated Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison
White's sermon, which had been broadcast once in December '64, the month prior to Naomi's murder and again in January `65. Even now, with
blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and with This Momentous Day before him in the brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite make the connection. He
strove to pull together the broken lengths in this chain of evidence, but they remained separated by one missing link..Perri was often fast asleep by nine-thirty, seldom later
than ten o'clock while Paul never turned in earlier than midnight or one in the morning. In the later hours, to the reassuring susurration of his wife's breathing, he returned to
his pulp adventures..Sitting at the desk, Celestina phoned her parents again. She shook uncontrollably, but her voice was steady..The longer they were required to lie low in
fear, the more likely Celestina would be to cast caution aside and return to Pacific Heights, Tom knew her well enough to be sure that she was a fighter rather than a runner.
Being in hiding frustrated her. Day by day, hour by hour, with no target date for resuming a normal life, she would quickly lose patience. Rubbed raw, her dignity and sense
of justice would compel her to act-perhaps more out of emotion than out of reason..He was filled with bitter remorse for having suspected Naomi of poisoning his cheese
sandwich or his apricots. She-had in fact adored him, as he had always believed. She would never have lifted a hand against him, never. Dear Naomi would have died for
him. In fact, she had..According to the newspapers, the police also credited him with the murders of Naomi, Victoria Bressler, and Ned Gnathic (whom they had connected
to Celestina). He was wanted, too, for the attempted murder of Dr. Walter Lipscomb (evidently Ichabod), for the attempted murder of Grace White, and for assault with intent
to kill Celestina White and her daughter, Angel, and for the assault on Lenora Kickmule (whose foxtail-bedecked Pontiac he had stolen in Eugene, Oregon).."July 6, 1944, in
Hartford, Connecticut, a fire broke out in the great tent of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus at two-forty in the afternoon, while six thousand patrons
watched the Wallendas, a world-famous high-wire troupe, ascend to begin their act. By three o'clock, the fire burned out, following the collapse of the flaming tent, leaving
one hundred sixty-eight dead. Another five hundred people were badly injured, but one thousand circus animals-including forty lions and forty elephants-were not harmed."
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