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through the open window. He was loose once more in an unsuspecting world.."I'm wondering," Nolly said, "if you're not an officer of the law anymore, in what capacity are
you going to pursue Cain?".She moved beside him. "For one minute, after her heart stopped the first time, she wasn't here in St. Mary's, was she? Her body, yes, that was
still here, but not Phimie."."Oh, yes, 1 recall it now. Polar bears eating tourists in Union Square, wolf packs prowling the Heights.".Shaking off this peculiar case of the
spooks, Barty proceeded toward the stairs. Just when he reached the newel post, he heard the faint creak of the marker floorboard behind him..Startled, Celestina said,
"Good grief, you're spooky. How could you know what I'm thinking?".Her eyes, lustrous pools, brimmed with the need to know, but she respected the deal. "I only half
understood all that, and I don't even know which half, but in some strange way, it feels true. Thank you. I will think about it tonight, when I can't sleep." She stepped close
and kissed him on the cheek. "Who are you, Tom Vanadium?".There were effective actions and ineffective actions, socially acceptable and unacceptable behavior, wise
and stupid decisions that could be made. But if you wanted to achieve maximum self-realization, you had to understand that any choice you made in life was entirely value
neutral. Morality was a primitive concept, useful in earlier stages of societal evolution, perhaps, but without relevance in the modem age..Celestina intended to capture Nella
as she was now, head at rest upon the pillow of, perhaps, her deathbed, eyes closed and mouth slack, face ashen but serene. Then she would draw four more portraits,
using bone structure and other physiological evidence to imagine how the woman had looked at sixty, forty, twenty, and ten..Occasionally, when Junior returned home from
a day of gallery hopping or an evening at a restaurant, Industrial Woman-the artist's title-scared away his mellow mood. More than once, he'd cried out in alarm before
realizing this was just his prized Poriferan..The apartment had been furnished with only two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the living room. The mattress was
on the floor, without benefit of a bed frame or box springs..He was, admittedly, surprised that Nurse Bressler was strongly compelled to come on to him even though she
had read his patient file and knew that he'd recently been a veritable geyser of noxious spew, that during the violent seizure in the ambulance, he had also lost control of
bladder and bowels, and that he might at any moment suffer an explosive relapse. This was a remarkable testament to the animal lust he inspired even without trying, to the
powerful male magnetism that was as much a part of him as his thick blond hair..The receptionist, Rebecca, had stayed late, just to keep company with Barty in the waiting
room. As she settled into a chair beside the boy, he asked her if she knew what gravity was on Mars, and when she confessed ignorance, he said, "Only thirty-seven
percent what it is here. You can really jump on Mars.".As if he sensed her reluctance to return to Dr. Chan, Barty had kept her occupied with talk of the red planet as they
approached the office building, had talked her off the street, along the driveway, and into a parking space, where finally she relinquished the fantasy of an endless road trip.
At 5:45, long past the end of office hours, Dr. Chan's suite was quiet..At last, as the sun slowly set, he arrived at the highest of the high redoubts, beyond which the
branches were too young and too weak to support him farther. Against a sky red enough to delight the most sullen sailors, he rose and stood in a final crook of limbs,
pressing his left hand against a balancing branch, right hand planted cockily on his hip, lord of his domain, having kicked off the trammels of darkness and fashioned from
them a ladder..Widening his eyes in calculated surprise, Junior said, "Are you a police officer?".Overlaying the birthmark were brighter stains. The plain face, less homely
now, was less flat, too, pocked and torn into a new and horrendous geography..He felt some guilt at this-but only a little. His sister had done much for him; but jobless, ruled
by his obsessions, hobbled by too much of his father's dour nature, there wasn't a lot that he could do for her. Just this benign deceit with the cards..Tom believed that the
girl had an intuitive understanding of the true complexity of the world, but she was only three, after all, and neither ready nor able to absorb the scientific theory that
supported her intuition..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another, Junior withdrew a packet of crisp new hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The
bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..As usual, Vanadium had spoken in a monotone, putting no special emphasis on those two words. Yet
Junior sensed that the detective harbored doubts about the explanation of the girl's death..Lined up on the kitchen table were green-grape-and-apple pies. The thick domed
crusts, with their deeply fluted edges, were the coppery gold of precious coins.."You could also dream of bananas," Celestina suggested as she turned down the
bedclothes..During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round trip of more than two hundred miles, and north to Santa Barbara..Their evenings
together were comfortable bliss, though usually they just watched television, or he read to her. She enjoyed being read to: mostly historical novels and occasional
mysteries..Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door to full belief..Considering
the protection that it would afford him in a world full of warmongers, Junior considered the loss of the toe, while tragic, to be a necessary disfigurement. To his doctors and
nurses, he made jokes about dismemberment, and in general he put on a brave face, for which he knew he was much admired..Gazing into the mirror, which ought to have
been clouded with self-pity as though with steam, Junior Cain searched for his anger and found it. This was a black and bitter anger, as poisonous as rattlesnake venom;
with little difficulty, his heart was distilling it into purest rage..Dining room. Two place settings at one end of the table. Wineglasses. Two ornate pewter candlesticks, candies
not yet lit..More likely than not, he would cross Bartholomew's path when he least expected, not as a consequence of his searching, but in the normal course of a (lay. If that
happened, he must be prepared to eliminate the threat immediately, by any means available to him..He would never allow himself to be bankrupted and made poor again.
Never. His fortune had been won at enormous risk, with great fortitude and determination. He must defend it at any cost..Reverend White's polished, somewhat theatrical,
yet sincere voice rose out of the past to issue this threat in Junior's memory as he had issued it that night, from a tape recorder, while Junior had been dancing a sweaty
horizontal boogie with Seraphim in her parsonage bedroom..During Junior's brief stroll, the sidewalk ended, giving way to the graveled shoulder of the road. He saw no one
on foot, and no vehicles passed him..He had dragged Ichabod halfway across the threshold when he heard someone say, "No.".Busily, earnestly, with great satisfaction,
Junior redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with her. These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and therefore Junior's enemies..Otter shook
his head..Junior spoke the three words aloud and felt a strange resonance between them and his dim memories of Reverend White's voice on that long-ago night. Yet the
link, if any actually existed, remained elusive..Tuesday morning, while he showered with a swimming cockroach that was as exuberant as a golden retriever in the motel's
lukewarm water, Junior vowed never to kill again. Except in self-defense..The accountant lived in a white Georgian house on a street fined with huge old evergreens..No
one was surprised by his proposal, her acceptance, and the wedding. Barty and Angel were both eighteen when they were married in June of 1983..The night was hushed
but for the barking of a dog in the great distance. Hollow, far softer than the ghostly singing that had recently haunted Junior, the rough voice of this hound nevertheless
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stirred him, spoke to an essential aspect of his heart..As woe begone a widower as anyone could expect, Junior spent every night home alone. By Sunday, he'd slept
without companionship eight nights since being discharged from the hospital..He wiped the steering wheel and every surface that he might have touched during the drive
from Victoria's to the detective's place, where he'd acquired the gardening gloves that he still wore. He got out of the car and, with the door open, wiped the exterior
handle..Celestina's question had been about Phimie, but they had told her about the baby, and she was alarmed by their evasion.."Tom, a couple minutes ago," Agnes said,
"Celestina mentioned your. . . 'certain awareness.' Which is what exactly?".In his smooth whiteness, Junior felt a pressure on his eyes, and then came visual hallucinations,
disturbing his deep inner peace. He felt someone peel up his eyelids, and Bob Chicane's worried face-with the sharp features of a fox, curly black hair, and a walrus
mustache-was inches from his..As shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen..The boy
dashed for the front passenger's door. Agnes didn't follow him, because she knew that he would politely but pointedly express frustration if any attempt was made to help
him with a task that he could perform himself..Two soft-boiled eggs, one slice of bread neither toasted nor buttered, a glass of apple juice, and a dish of orange.straddles
him, driving big fists into his back, brutally into his sides. With high fences and hedgerows of Indian laurels.Barty came out of the house with the library copy of Podkayne Of
Mary, which his mother had promised to read to him later, in the hospital. "Are we all going?" he asked..Everyone regarded him expectantly, as if there would be more
magic, as if flipping a coin into another reality was something you saw every week or two on the Ed Sullivan Show, between the acrobats and the jugglers who could
balance ten spinning plates on ten tall sticks simultaneously..As he headed toward the door, the detective said, "Don't forget your apple juice. Got to build some strength for
the trial."."Because of a certain awareness you've had since childhood," Celestina said, recalling what he'd told her in San Francisco..When he closed his eyes, he saw a
bowling pin, a leftover image from his with-seed days. In less than a minute, he was able to make the pin dematerialize, filling his mind with featureless, soundless,
soothing, white nothingness..Junior joined the throngs, although he had no gift list or feeling for the season. He just needed to get out of his apartment, because he was
convinced that the phantom singer would soon serenade him again..The search for Cain was secondary. Getting to the revolver took Priority. Regain the gun and then
proceed room by haunted room to hunt him down. Hunt him down, if he was here. And if Cain didn't do the hunting first..Nevertheless, his sense of violation grew as he
paced these now songless rooms, mystified and frustrated. On April 19, the unmanned Surveyor 3, after landing on the lunar surface, began transmitting photos to Earth,
and when Junior stepped out of his morning shower, he again heard the eerie singing, which seemed to arise from a place more distant, more alien, than the
moon..Spacious, the living room was furnished for two purposes: as a parlor in which to receive visiting friends, but also with two beds, because here Paul and Perri slept
every night.."I was twenty-three. At St. Anselmo's I was the prefect of one dormitory floor. The floor on which all the murders occurred. After that ... I decided maybe I could
better protect the innocent if I were a cop. For a while, the law gave me more to hold on to than faith did.".The night was holding its breath again, the previous breeze now
pent up in the breast of darkness..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was divided into two rooms. The first was a
combination living room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small bedroom with adjoining bath..Even though the detective was on the
wrong track, Junior was beginning to feel aggrieved. As any good citizen, he was willing, even eager to cooperate with responsible policemen who conducted their
investigation by the book. This Thomas Vanadium, however, in spite of his monotonous voice and drab appearance, gave off the vibes of a fanatic.."Because He didn't want
you to be a dog." She finished tying a bow in the drawstrings. "There. You look just like an M&M.".You scrawl names on the walls with your own blood, play Psycho with a
Sheetrock stand-in for Janet Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets. Not likely..That last part was true. He just
wasn't loose in this world anymore. And in the world to which he'd gone, he would not find easy victims.."You know where it comes from," her mother said with a yawn that
betrayed her exhaustion after a night with no sleep and too much drama..Her father respected and admired Tom, so she was thankful for his presence. And anyone who
could survive whatever catastrophe had left him with this cubistic face was a man she wanted on her team in a crisis.."Then I'll attend to everything right away," the doctor
said, reaching for the privacy curtain that surrounded the ER bed..Testing Celestina's nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung
herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the boy's side while red streaks still enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the crook of limbs with him,
and her delighted laughter rang down through the cathedral oak. 1975 through 1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because
disco ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the airwaves. John Travolta had the look. Rhodesian rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle between equals, had
the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women missionaries and schoolgirls. Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it back from Spinks..Maria, after a single sip of
Chardonnay, fled to the kitchen, ostensibly to check on the apricot flan that she'd brought, but in reality to press a cool and slightly damp dishtowel against her
eyes..terrified, the thorns pricking so close to his eyes, green points combing his lashes. He's too weak to resist, disabled.In either case, printing the name in blood was a
ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer would be easier to crack than expected,
because his shell was already badly fractured..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby had been a girl. Named Angel. This
confused Junior as much as it stunned him..After just twenty-one days, the boy's adaptation to blindness was amazing but clearly the gathered audience stood in
anticipation of something more remarkable than his unhalting progress and unerring sense of direction..Koko skidded to a halt, perplexed, looked left, looked right, floppy
ears lifted slightly to catch any sound of Mistress Mary..She hung her head, covered her face with her chilled hands, and wondered how her mother could sustain faith in
God when such terrible things could happen to someone as innocent as Phimie..With a nervous twitch of his avian head and a wary frown, the watcher broke eye contact
and slipped into the chattering crowd, lost as quickly as a slender sandpiper skittering among a herd of plump seagulls..At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father
had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews whom they would
never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them,
magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and
mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..Even Barty seemed to be attentive, but Angel happily applied crayons to a coloring book and hummed softly to
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herself..Celestina expected to be taken to a waiting room, but instead the nun escorted her to surgical prep..When the long table was laden and the wine poured, when
everyone but Mary settled into chairs, Angel said, "My daughter tells me she wants to make a short presentation before I say grace. I don't know what it is, but she assures
me it doesn't involve singing, dancing, or reading any of her poetry." I.Besides, even before he had fully turned on his charm, before he had shown her that a ride on the
Junior Cain love machine would make other men seem forever inadequate, Renee was so hot for him that it might have been wise to open a bottle of champagne to douse
her when spontaneous combustion destroyed her Chanel suit..Indeed, even the distinct fragrance of pulp paper, yellow with age, was alone sufficient to start him
fantasizing..Like autumn-red ivy, lushly leafed vines of flame crawled up the house. The porch under them was ablaze, as well. Shingles smoldered beneath their feet, and
flames ringed the roof on which they stood..There would be lots of aftermath with three at once, especially if he took them out with point-blank head shots, but Junior was
pumped full of reliable antiemetics, antidiarrhetics, and antihistamines, so he felt adequately protected from his traitorous sensitive side. In fact, he wanted to see a
significant quantity of aftermath this time, because it would be proof positive that the boy was dead and that all this torment had come at last to an end..Scamp spent
Wednesday ravishing him. It wasn't love, but there was comfort in being familiar with his partner's equipment..Champagne, then, and two shopping bags packed full of
Armenian takeout. Sou beurek, mujadereh, chicken-and-rice biryani, stuffed grape leaves, artichokes with lamb and rice, orouk, manti, and more. Following a Baptist grace
(said by Grace), Wally and the three White women, a fourth present in spirit, sat around the Formica-topped table, feasting, laughing, talking about art and healing and baby
care and the past and tomorrow, while up on Nob Hill, Neddy Gnathic sat tuxedoed at a lacquered black piano, sprinkling diamond-bright notes through an elegant room.
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