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Victoria hadn't become a victim, some other woman would have died instead. If Cain hadn't become obsessed with the strange conviction that someone named

Bartholomew might be the death of him, he would have filled his hollow heart with an equally strange obsession that might have led him, anyway, to Celestina, but that

would surely have brought violence down on someone else if not on her.."Angel," Phimie said thickly, searching her sister's eyes for a sign of understanding.."I already told

you-anything in your heart is as easy to read as the open page of a book.".He didn't allow himself to ponder why Vanadium had come here or what relationship might have

existed between the cop and Victoria. All that was for later consideration, after he had dealt with this unholy mess..As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied

him as profoundly as Naomi had satisfied him..From, the darkness of his room, Barty now spoke the words for which Agnes had been waiting, his whisper soft yet resonant

in the quiet house: "Good-night, Daddy.".He nodded. "You do. Yes. But you don't need to know right now. Later, when you're calmer, when you're clearer. It's too important

to rush you through it now.".He told her that he loved her, and she slipped away upon his words. As she went, the haggard look of the terminal leukemic patient passed from

her, and before the gray mask of death replaced it, he saw the beauty he had preserved in memory when he was three, before they took his eyes, saw it so briefly, as if

something transforming welled out of her, a perfect light, her essence..You scrawl names on the walls with your own blood, play Psycho with a Sheetrock stand-in for Janet

Leigh-and then fly off to Reno for a weekend of blackjack, stage shows, and all-you-can-eat buffets. Not likely..thickened with the odors of antiseptics and blood, until

breathing required an effort.."We don't believe it does, do we, Daddy? We don't believe blood tells. We believe we're born to hope, under a mantle of mercy, don't we?".The

physician saw the look and understood it. A blush pinked his long, pale face. "Celestina, you're quite beautiful, and I'm sure you've learned to be wary of men, but I swear

that my intentions are entirely honorable.".The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an eight-month

hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric clinic each week, providing care to the

disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus solely on those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..He was

able to search five pages at a sitting before his head began to ache. He'd been putting in two sessions each day, starting this past Tuesday. Four thousand names a day.

Sixteen thousand total when he finished the fifth of this evening's pages..According to the cards, Barty would be rich financially, but also in talent, spirit, intellect. Rich in

courage and honor, Maria promised. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck.."We do look somewhat alike," Edom said, shifting his attention to Jacob's

left ear..The cemetery had been mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass grew more intense the longer Agnes met her son's radiant green-blue gaze, until the

fragrance became exquisitely sweet.."Well," Tom said, "those people who think it's just a trick generally react bigger than you folks, and you know it's real.".voice was flat, a

drone; he had delivered not an emotional threat, but a quiet promise..Had Kathleen Klerkle been a man, she would have enjoyed larger quarters in a newer building in a

better part of town. She was more gentle and respectful of the patient's comfort than any male dentist Nolly had ever known, but prejudice hampered women in her

profession..Ministering to Perri, Joshua had pulled back her blankets. The fabric of the pale yellow pajama pants couldn't disguise how terribly withered her legs were: two

sticks..As yet, he hadn't taken either an antiemetic or antihistamine to ward off vomiting and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against those conditions as shortly

before the violence as was practical, to ensure maximum protection. He'd intended to dose himself only after he followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be

reasonably certain that he had located the lair of Bartholomew..The phone rang at 3:20 in the afternoon, just after he switched off the radio in disgust. Sitting in the breakfast

nook, the Oakland telephone directory open in front of him, he almost said, Find the father, kill the son, instead of, "Hello.".On he went, up he went, trunk to limb, limb to

branch, branch to limb, to limb, to trunk. Hand over hand up the vertical parts, gripping with his knees, then standing and walking like a tightrope artist along limbs horizontal

to the ground, swinging over empty air and stepping from one woody walkway to another, ever upward toward the highest bower, dwindling as though he were growing

younger during the ascent, becoming a smaller and smaller boy. Forty feet, fifty feet, already far higher than the house, striving toward the green citadel at the summit..At

the bedside, Joshua Nunn, friend and physician, looked up as Paul approached. He rose as though under a yoke of iron..with an encircling and suggestive lick, and then

licked his lips, too, when the cold steel slipped free of them..Either Obadiah intuited Agnes's fear or he was motivated by her kindness to reveal his method, after all. "I'm

embarrassed to say what you saw wasn't real magician's work. Crude deception. I chose the ace of diamonds exactly because it represents wealth in fortune-telling, so it's

a positive card that people respond well to. The ace with your boy's name was prepared beforehand, inserted face up toward the bottom of the deck, so a middle cut

wouldn't reveal it.".Years earlier, a stream had been diverted to fill the vast excavation. Stock fish were added, mostly trout and bass..Hard experience had taught him,

however, that killing someone he knew, while occasionally necessary, didn't release stress. Or if it did briefly release stress, then unforeseen consequences always

contributed to even worse future stress..He returned to the house and extinguished the three blown-glass oil lamps on the living-room coffee table. Out, as well, the

silk-shade lamp..Maybe his pursuit of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay behind

his interest, the motivation would not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a

danger..Maybe he would get lucky, and an airliner would fall out of the sky right now, right here, obliterating him in an instant..She remained fixated on the card that she had

just dealt, and for a while she didn't speak, as though the eyes of the paper knave held her in thrall. Finally she said, "Monster. Human monster.".WHEN DR. JIM

PARKHURST made his evening rounds, Junior didn't continue to feign sleep but asked earnest questions to which he knew most of the answers, having eavesdropped on

the conversation between the physician and Detective Vanadium..Edom marveled at Agnes's ability to rise above the past and to transcend so many years of torment. She

was able to see the house as simple shelter, whereas to her brothers, it was-and always would be-the place in which their spirits had been shattered. Even living within

sight of it would have been out of the question if they had been employed, with options..On the third of June, he found another useless Bartholomew, and on Saturday, the

twenty-fifth, two deeply disturbing events occurred. He switched on his kitchen radio only to discover that "Paperback Writer," yet another Beatles song, had climbed to the

top of the charts, and he received a call from a ea woman..straddles him, driving big fists into his back, brutally into his sides. With high fences and hedgerows of Indian

laurels.For a finder's fee, Junior was put in touch with a papermaker named Google. This was not his real name, but with his crossed eyes, large rubbery lips, and massively

prominent Adam's apple, he was as perfect a Google as ever there had been..Vanadium hadn't seen the man who had clubbed him from behind and who had smashed his
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face with a pewter candlestick, but when~ he spoke the name Enoch Cain, the quality in his eyes was not compassion. No fingerprints had been left, no evidence in the

aftermath of the fire at the Bressler house or in the Studebaker hauled from Quarry Lake..Junior could only imagine how flattered Victoria would be to receive the attentions

of a twenty-three-year-old stud, flattered and grateful. When he contemplated all the ways she could express that gratitude, there was barely enough room behind the wheel

of the Suburban for him and his manhood..Junior descended the escalator two steps at a time, not content to let it carry him along at its own pace. When he reached the

second floor, however, he found that Vanadium's ghost had done what ghosts do best: faded away. Abandoning his search for the perfect tie chain but determined to

remain calm, Junior decided to have lunch at the St. Francis Hotel..He didn't bother to press Vanadium's hand around the weapon. There wasn't going to be a wealth of

evidence for the Scientific Investigation Division to sift through, anyway, when the fire was finally put out: just enough charred clues to allow them an easy conclusion..He

moved the shaker across the tablecloth, rocking it back and forth to convey that he was strolling without a care in the world..And now Cain was aware of her, interested in

her. Informed of this development, Harrison would no doubt rethink his position..Fortunately, the chill fog didn't bum away from the Mercedes, considering that it facilitated

the stalking of Celestina. The mist swaddled the white Buick in which she rode, increasing the chances that Junior might lose track of her, but it also cloaked the Mercedes

and all but ensured that she and her friend wouldn't realize that the pair of headlights behind them were always those of the same vehicle..On this occasion, however, he

couldn't have focused on a book even if he'd had the strength to hold it. The fierce paroxysms that clenched his guts also destroyed his ability to concentrate..In a monotone

that gave new meaning to deadpan, the detective added: "I'm the only one who was there who doesn't have a dry-cleaning bill.".The third-floor apartment directly over

Enoch Cain's unit had been leased by Simon Magusson, through his corporation, ever since it became available in March of '66, twenty-two months ago..Inevitably, he had

to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's..Bent like an ape, he humped the musician north

along the alley. The original cobblestone pavement had been coated with blacktop, but in places the modem material had cracked and worn away, providing a treacherously

uneven surface made even more treacherous by a skin of moisture shed by the fog. He stumbled and slipped repeatedly, but he used his anger to keep his balance and be

a winner, until he found a distant enough dumpster..Not all of the pins were knocked to the shear line with a single pull of the trigger. Three pulls were the minimum

required, sometimes as many as six, depending on the lock..Vanadium continued in his characteristic drone, a tone at odds with the colorful content of his speech: "A man

takes one look at his wife's body, starts to sweat harder than a copulating hog, spews like a frat boy at the end of a long beer-chugging contest, and chucks till he chucks up

blood-that's not the response of your average murderer.".Uncommon dexterity is essential for anyone who hopes to become a highly skilled card mechanic, but it is not the

sole requirement. A capacity to endure grim tedium while engaging in thousands of hours of patient practice is equally important. The finest card mechanics also exhibit

complex memory function of a breadth and depth that the average person would find extraordinary..Now the message ... Something about a hospital. Someone dying. A

cerebral hemorrhage..Arriving home, he hesitated to open the door. He expected to find Vanadium inside..Glancing at his wristwatch with alarm, Edom bolted up from his

chair. "Look at the time! Agnes gave me a lot to do, and here I am rattling on about earthquakes and cyclones.".He traveled prairies and mountains and valleys, passed

fields rich in every imaginable crop, crossed great forests and wide rivers. He walked in fierce storms when thunder crushed the sky and lightning tore it, walked in wind that

skinned the bare earth and sheared green tresses from trees, and walked also in sun-scrubbed days as blue and clean as ever there had been in Eden..The crazy bitch

wielded it with such ferocity that the force of the impact with the floor, rebounding upon her, must have numbed her arms. She stumbled backward, dragging the chair,

temporarily unable to lift it..force open Edom's mouth. "Eat your sin, boy, eat your sin!" Edom resists eating his sin, but he's afraid for his eyes,.He felt so happy, he was

improving every day in every way, life just got better-but then something happened that was worse than the shooting. It ruined his day, his week, the rest of his year..She

shivered, and Edom, thinking that she had caught a chill ripped off his suit jacket and draped it over her shoulders..Agnes prepared a dinner to indulge him: hot dogs with

cheese, potato chips. Root beer instead of milk..Regardless of her other successes or failures as a parent, Agnes intended to make certain that Barty never lacked hope,

that meaning and purpose flowed through the boy as constantly as blood..Tommy James and the Shondells, good American boys, had a record farther down the

charts-"Hanky Panky"-that Junior felt was better than the Beatles' tune. The failure of his countrymen to support homegrown talent aggravated him. The nation seemed

eager to surrender its culture to foreigners..Evidently, last evening, prior to keeping a dinner date with Victoria, when the taunting detective had illegally entered Junior's

house and placed another quarter on the nightstand, he had seen the directory open on the kitchen table. Deducing the meaning of the red check marks, he inserted this

card and closed the book: another small assault in the psychological warfare that he'd been waging.."You think I can turn the King's order down? You want to see me sent

to row with the slaves in the galley we're building? Use your head, boy!".Her hands were slender, long-fingered, graceful. The hands of an artist. They were not powerful

hands..Once he had toured the exhibition, managing not to shudder openly, he tried to hang out within hearing distance of Celestina White, but without appearing to be

listening with special intensity..The reverend couldn't easily escape church obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her daughters. Phimie, however,

pleaded that only Celestina accompany her..In the execution, he was likewise scrupulous, for he didn't want the grownups to see what Angel saw; he preferred they believe

it was sleight of hand-or magic. After the usual moves, he briefly closed his right hand around the coin, then with a snap of his wrist, flung it at Angel, simultaneously

distracting with flourishes aplenty..Ever since he'd searched Vanadium's house, over fourteen months ago, Junior had enjoyed learning about other people by touring their

homes in their absence. Because he was unwilling to risk arrest for breaking and entering, these explorations were rare, other than in the homes of women whom he'd

dated long enough to justify swapping keys. Happily, in this golden age of trust and easy relationships, as little as a week of hot sex could lead to key-level

commitment.."He's blind, sure, but he's also a boy," Angel said, "and trees are something that boys gotta do.".Deciduous black oaks lined the street. All were leafless at this

time of year, gnarled limbs clawing at the moon..Angel brightened at the sight of the coin turning end-over-end across his knuckles. "I could learn to do that," she

asserted.."Brush your teeth, too," Celestina said, leaning against the jamb in the open doorway.."You sounded as though you were in a lot of distress. You were frightened

of this Bartholomew.".Before Celestina probed and perhaps touched upon a sore tooth of truth, Tom launched into the story of King Obadiah, Pharaoh of the Fantastic, who

had taught him all he knew about sleight of hand..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to
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have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..He loved Naomi, of course, and

never could deny her. Although he had been especially sweet to her that night, if he had known that they would have less than a year together before fate tore her from him,

he might have been even sweeter..When pale light came to her eyes again, she heard the paramedic and the cop talking anxiously as they worked on her, but she couldn't

understand their words. They seemed to be speaking not just a foreign tongue but an ancient language unheard on earth for a thousand years..out of hand. "Well ... yes, I

suppose so." Spineless, unethical quack bastard, Junior thought bitterly.."Consider what I told you," Dr. Salk urged. "Your Perri would want you to think about it.".One nurse

and one nun brought Celestina into the creche behind the viewing window..After two years of rehabilitation, Tom had been pronounced as fit as ever, a miracle of modem

medicine and willpower. But right now he seemed to have been put back together with spit and string and Scotch tape. Arms pumping, legs stretching, he felt every one of

those eight months of coma in his withered-and-rebuilt muscles, in his calcium depleted-and-rebuilt bones..The accountant lived in a white Georgian house on a street fined

with huge old evergreens.."Me too." He closed the ring box. Took a deep breath. Opened the box again. "Celestina, when I met you, my heart was beating but it was dead.

It was cold inside me. I thought it would never be warm again, but because of you, it is. You have given my life back to me, and I want now to give my life to you. Will you

marry me?".the stems, thorns sharp against his tongue. And then Agnes. Agnes in the yard, screaming.Holding a shaker in each hand, Tom walked them forward, causing

them to diverge slightly at first, but then moving them along exactly parallel to each other..He managed to hold the towel around his foot, but it grew dark red and

disgustingly mushy.."You'll do better away from the ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out

of his way. Work for him you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go."."All right. I get my new eyes from a doctor. They're not real eyes, just

plastic, to fill in where my eyes used to be.".They laughed and held hands. For the first time since Phimie's panicked phone call from Oregon, Celestina felt that everything

would eventually be all right again..Edom bit his lower lip, shook his head, and stubbornly clung to Barty's left foot..Routinely she dreamed of Joey. Not nightmares. No

blood, no reliving of the horror. In her dreams, she was on a picnic with Joey or at a carnival with him. Walking a beach. Watching a movie. A warmth pervaded these

scenes, an aura of companionship, love. Except eventually she always glanced away from Joey, and when she looked again, he was gone, and she knew that he was gone

forever..The previously flat, monotonous voice had in it now a subtle but undeniable new roundness of tone: "And every human being, every living thing, is a string on that

instrument.".The sedative was mild, but Phimie was asleep in mere minutes. She was exhausted by her long ordeal and by her recent lack of sleep.
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