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journey with a specific purpose..For eight months following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to
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he halted Grace in her rush toward certain death. Before he quite realized what he was doing, he found that he'd flung open the door and climbed half the single long flight
of steps, as surefooted as Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any of the other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had for so long been his adventures by
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talking books and talking dogs and her mother driving pies, and working on a damn strange drawing for a little girl..where everyone spoke a single language and had all the
blueberry pies they needed..Still pretending sleep, Junior delighted in the realization that the detective himself had dragged a red herring across the trail and was now busily
following this distracting scent..Edom and Jacob came to the house, asking what Dr. Chan had said, and Agnes lied to them. "There are some test results we won't have
until Monday, but he thinks Barty is going to be all right.".After a while, when no plane crashed on top of him, Jacob got up, went into the kitchen, and mixed a batch of
dough for Agnes's favorite treats. Chocolate-chip cookies with coconut and pecans..The night seemed to be longer than a Martian month. Agnes dozed, fitfully, waking more
than once, sweaty and shaking, from a dream in which her son was taken from her in pieces: first his eyes, then his hands, then his ears, his legs....
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