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journey with a specific purpose..For eight months following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to

regain consciousness. A passing motorist had found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he awakened in the hospital,

withered and weak, he'd had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike recollection of swimming up from a sinking car..Wally

Lipscomb parked in his garage, switched off the engine, and started to get out of the Buick before he saw that Celestina had left her purse in the car.."You're one to talk,"

Celestina said. "Who was it told us they were sitting hand in hand on the front-porch swing.".The telephone was operative, and Vanadium dialed the number of the building

superintendent, Sparky Vox. Sparky had an apartment in the basement, on the upper of two subterranean floors, adjacent to the garage entrance..Because this kind of

fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real interest to some readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book,

and while doing so, happily discovered a very old one in the Archives in Havnor..Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each

of us comes to a point where he has to make a significant moral decision affecting the development of his character and the lives of others, and each time he makes the

less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a new world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice, another world is created in which I did the right thing,

and in that world, I am redeemed for a while, given a chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There

are so many worlds with imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace.".Paul was nearest to that corner when

he halted Grace in her rush toward certain death. Before he quite realized what he was doing, he found that he'd flung open the door and climbed half the single long flight

of steps, as surefooted as Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any of the other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had for so long been his adventures by

proxy..Truly, the time spent helping Agnes had given her uncountable new subjects for paintings and had begun to bring to her work a new depth that excited her. "When

you pour out your pockets into the pockets of others," Agnes had once said, "you just wind up richer in the morning than you were the night before.".He moved the shaker

across the tablecloth, rocking it back and forth to convey that he was strolling without a care in the world..Drawn by voices on the second floor, Tom took the stairs two at a

time. A man and a boy. Barty and Cain. To the left in the hallway, and then to a room on the right..Junior wanted to shoot all of them, but he said, "Take it. Keep it. Get it the

hell out of here.".We know a dozen different Arthurs now, all of them true. The Shire changed irrevocably even in Bilbos lifetime. Don Quixote went riding out to Argentina

and met Jorge Luis Borges there. Plus c'est la meme chose, plus fa change..Weird, this kid. Making him uneasy. All in white, with her incomprehensible yammering about

talking books and talking dogs and her mother driving pies, and working on a damn strange drawing for a little girl..where everyone spoke  a single language and had all the

blueberry pies they needed..Still pretending sleep, Junior delighted in the realization that the detective himself had dragged a red herring across the trail and was now busily

following this distracting scent..Edom and Jacob came to the house, asking what Dr. Chan had said, and Agnes lied to them. "There are some test results we won't have

until Monday, but he thinks Barty is going to be all right.".After a while, when no plane crashed on top of him, Jacob got up, went into the kitchen, and mixed a batch of

dough for Agnes's favorite treats. Chocolate-chip cookies with coconut and pecans..The night seemed to be longer than a Martian month. Agnes dozed, fitfully, waking more

than once, sweaty and shaking, from a dream in which her son was taken from her in pieces: first his eyes, then his hands, then his ears, his legs....
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