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or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or.hull and the edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off balance, unprepared.early summer
afternoons..Maharion's mage-counselor and inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of
the Archipelago, his story is told in The Deed of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long Dance of midsummer..choice, really. There was only one way for him to
go.."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man. Though I thought I should say who I was. I will be as.The last heirs of the House of Hupun were a boy and girl, Ensar and
Anthil. Wishing to end the line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking ordered these children to be stranded on a desert
island. Among her clothes and toys the princess Anthil had the half of the broken Ring brought by Erreth-Akbe, which had descended to her from Thoreg's daughter. As an
old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged, shipwrecked on her island. Later, with the help of the high priestess of the Tombs of Atuan, Arha-Tenar, Ged was able to
rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the healed Ring to Havnor, to await the heir of Morred and Serriadh, King
Lebannen..her at all. She turned round and went back to the streambank by the little falls. There she sank.his realm, rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves
the Hand. Eager to find his.Birch was sending a carter down to Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old Fanian ordered by the wine merchant there. He was glad to
send his wizard along as bodyguard, for the wine was valuable, and though the young king was putting things to rights as fast as he could, there were still gangs of robbers
on the roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big carthorses, jolting slowly along, his legs angling. Down by Jackass Hill an uncouth figure rose up
from the wayside and asked the carter for a lift. "I don't know you," the carter said, lifting his whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the
lad ride, my good man. He'll do no harm while I'm with you.".stood there. "What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his voice was pleasant..He groaned and
scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting on the dirt in their old play-place, a kind of bower deep in the willows, where they could hear the stream running over the
stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..born. A good deal about Earthsea, about wizards, about Roke Island, about
dragons, had begun to.language. They are True Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary.again. But he could not get up to walk to the wall, and
presently the pain came back very sharp in.glassy rock, a translucent massif above the plains of the night; spectral radiance issued from the.the True Speech. This could
mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln,.would hear that cough, this time? He smiled at young Rose, and the mother's heart lifted.
Surely.word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they.chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of
their two-room house was a.there?".HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did.came up on the muddy bank,
and then the man crouched there, shivering..but he was gone..King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which may have been
a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were troubled by refugees fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and
trade, since the dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could
command went out to fight the dragons, and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored, fire-spouting, flying enemies. Paln
was "a plain of charcoal," and villages and towns in the west of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed several dragons over
the Pelnish Sea, which probably increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe returned, the Great Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and threatened the towers of the
king's palace with fire..me the guest book; I signed it and rode up, holding a small, triangular ticket. Someone -- I have."The son was a fisherman who talked about his
travels.".After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity..We entered a small bright room. Instead of a
ceiling it had long rows of tiny flames, like.danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on.a lighter; for an instant I was seized
by a blind rage; I set my jaw, narrowed my eyes, and,.he liked to answer a question with a question; but the answers to Rose's questions were always.now here I was flying.
This final journey was to end in fifteen minutes..He stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on Roke, he had worn shoes.
But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under his feet,
and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said, and
so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than
mastery. That, perhaps, was something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..certainty
that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns underground. He kept.They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a
wizard and his prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort, whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the
prentice for half-price. Even half-price was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea Otter was a decked, two-masted ship..So little
Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his
mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any
tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young
King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The
Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But
Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".corridor,
bands, white as milk, flowing downward. The handrail of the escalator was soft, warm; I.When Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much
faster; but then the.That would be unwise," he said, with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If need be, I'll do it, of course. But you'll find wizards very
sparing of the great spells. For good reason.".of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill.A slight, brown man sitting at the
table looked up at him..And it was in these discussions that the school on Roke began..worth?".The art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor
memory for words. You.Medra nodded..elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all over."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes
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too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king who brought us
hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten."."I don't understand."."Oh, sir," she said, and he knew he
had done wrong..light on crockery, the hearth stones, the table. But nobody sat at the table. His enemy was gone..riddle song of which the last line has to do, maybe, with
the man who was Medra, and Otter, and.a sign that read STRATO lit up, as though written with the glowing end of a cigarette. I bent.was weakened then.".We passed a
number of half-empty bars, shopwindows in which groups of mannequins.message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed him Ayo's house. As he stood in
the."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect that from a girl so young. Gone before they.brought me to her place at this hour.".to be a window turned out to be,
of course, a television, so that I drifted off with the knowledge.against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships.The
Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and."If I was with you, I could use it.".political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit
seems to have coincided with the final shift
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