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prison, stifled by the oppressive rule of a morose father who believed that any form of entertainment was an offense against God-they conducted secret card games as their
primary act of rebellion. A deck of cards was small enough to hide quickly and to keep hidden successfully even during one of their father's painstakingly thorough room
searches..into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining room of the parsonage.."No, I don't see it," Chicane repeated. "There's no
benefit to a meditation marathon. Twenty minutes is enough, man. Half an hour at the most. You relied on your internal clock, didn't you?".Agnes returned home from a pie
run with the usual team-grown to five vehicles, including paid employees-to find a gathering in the yard and Barty halfway up the oak..Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a
human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us comes to a point where he has to make a significant moral decision affecting the development of his character
and the lives of others, and each time he makes the less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a new world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice,
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another world is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am redeemed for a while, given a chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who
lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There are so many worlds with imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a
state of grace.".Agnes met them, pulling Grace and Angel to her side. Her eyes were bright with excitement. "Tom, you're a man of faith, even if you've sometimes been
troubled in it. Tell me what you make of all this.".Sklent came to mind, perhaps because of the strange drawing on the girl's sketch pad. Sklent at that Christmas Eve party,
only a few months ago but a lifetime away. The theory of spiritual afterlife without a need for God. Prickly-bur spirits. Some hang around, haunting out of sheer mean
stubbornness. Some fade away. Others reincarnate..In the morning, after their first night together, without either of them suggesting what must be done, Barty and Angel
went in silence into the backyard and, together, climbed the oak, to watch the sunrise from its highest bower. Three years later, on Easter Sunday in 1986, the fabled bunny
brought them a gift: Angel gave birth to Mary. "It's time for a nice ordinary name in this family," she declared..He needed to keep moving, conduct the search, find the watch,
and get the hell out of here, but he couldn't stop staring at the musician. Something about the cadaver made him nervous-aside from the fact that it was dead and disgusting
and, if he was caught with it, a one-way ticket to the gas chamber..If the aftermath of his encounter with Vanadium had not been so messy, Junior might have paused for
dinner before wrapping up his work here. The walk back from Quarry Lake had taken almost two hours, in part because he had ducked out of sight in the trees and brush
each time that he heard traffic approaching. He was famished. Regardless of how well-prepared the food, however, ambience was a significant factor in the enjoyment of
any meal, and bloodstained decor was not, in his view, conducive to fine dining..He feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting
for him in those lower realms..After prying Junior out of the meditative position, Chicane pushed him onto his back and vigorously--indeed, violently--massaged his thighs
and calves. "Really bad muscle spasms," he explained..He stood at a window, staring down into the street, his profile to her, and in his silence he searched for the words to
describe the "something extraordinary" that he had mentioned earlier..All three of these sorry excuses for human beings were money mad. Rudy owned six successful
used-car dealerships and--his pride--a Ford franchise selling new and used vehicles, in five Oregon communities, but he liked to live large; he also visited Vegas four times
a year, pouring money away as casually as he might empty his bladder. Sheena enjoyed Vegas, too, and was a fiend for shopping. Kaitlin liked men, pretty ones, but since
she might be mistaken for her father in a dimly lighted room, her hunks came at a price..The most shameful thing Junior found was the "art" on the walls. Tasteless,
sentimentalized realism. Bright landscapes. Still lifes of fruit and flowers. Even an idealized group portrait of Prosser, his late wife, and Zelda. Not one painting spoke to the
bleakness and terror of the human condition: mere decoration, not art..Grace, proving again the aptness of her name, said the one thing most likely, in time, to bring true
peace to Celestina. "Remember Bartholomew.".Frankness and tough talk pleased her, because too many people dealt with her as though her spirit were as frail as her
limbs. She laughed with delight-but still refused him..Bolting up from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression..The
wine tasted bitter, but Celestina knew that it was sweet. The bitterness was in her, not in the legacy of the grape.."When you didn't answer the doorbell, man, I just knew
what must have happened," Chicane told Junior..So after waiting two months for the superhot Harrison White case to cool down, Junior returned instead to Spruce Hills,
traveled bald and pocked and passing as Pinchbeck, under the cover of night.."-and when I get up off the street, my clothes are a mess, and I've got this face."."Some
Baptists are opposed to drink, Doctor, but we're the wicked variety. Though all we have is a warm bottle of Chardonnay.".The presence of the brochure disturbed Vanadium
also because he assumed that after being dead-ended by Nolly, Cain had subsequently discovered that Celestina had taken custody of the baby to raise it as her own. For
some reason, the nine-toed wonder originally believed the child was a boy, but if he'd tracked down Celestina, he now knew the truth..No. Not exactly then. Not at the sight
of the coin or the detective. He had felt this way at Vanadium's mention of the name that he, Junior, had supposedly spoken in his nightmare..Grimacing, she said, "I told
the police about your disgusting little come--on with the ice spoon.".Using all is powers of concentration, which were formidable, Junior sought to silence the phantom
Chicane. At first, the voice steadily faded, but soon it grew louder again, and more insistent..When the old man died and Agnes inherited the property, the three of them
played cards in the backyard for the first time on the day of his funeral, played openly rather than in secret, almost giddy with freedom. Eventually, when Agnes fell in love
and married, Joey Lampion joined their card games, and thereafter, Jacob and Edom enjoyed a greater sense of family than they had ever known before..We have
inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we don't live in either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and
with the age..Junior needed something in his life, a missing element without which he could never be complete, something more than a heart mate, more than German or
French, or karate, and for as long as he could remember, he'd been searching for this mysterious substance, this enigmatic object, this skill, this thingumajigger, this
dowhacky, this flumadiddle, this force or person, this insight, but the problem was that he didn't know what he was searching for, and so often when he seemed to have
found it, he hadn't found it after all, therefore he worried that if ever he did find it, then he might throw it away, because he would not realize that it was, in fact, the very
jigger or gigamaree that he'd been in search of since childhood..Jacob had become a card mechanic for one purpose. Not because he'd ever be a gambler. Not to wow
friends with card tricks. Not because the challenge intrigued him. He wanted to be able to give Agnes winning cards once in a while, if she was losing too frequently or
needed to have her spirits lifted. He didn't feed her winning hands often enough to make her suspicious or to make the games less fun for Edom or Joey. He was judicious.
The effort he expended-the thousands of hours of practice-was repaid with interest each time Agnes laughed with delight after being dealt a perfect hand..They laughed and
held hands. For the first time since Phimie's panicked phone call from Oregon, Celestina felt that everything would eventually be all right again..As he passed the
living-room archway, he said, "Watch out for tidal waves, Uncle Jacob."
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