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the one thing more precious than gold..librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the."Lost with Ath when he went into the
west," Crow said..breath. She stepped back from him..He greeted them and asked, "The Doorkeeper will come?".opposite me with both hands and said:.back home and a
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lot of things had changed. Sex. Money. Transit. Violence. There's no more.not by witchcraft, but merely by the strength of the armies the Enemy had turned against
him?."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a
bird or a fish when he left Roke,."Of my own accord entirely, without his permission."."They sent me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in
his.future, his own life, his whole life, in his arms..birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and sleeping-drafts. She could afford.was bigger than Golden now,
and when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to Easthill," he.vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm was."I am
not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for.hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her
stand up and.charm was working and that this was only her particularly uncouth way of leading him at last to."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the
men and women of the mountain village. He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to defend it..The slave, short and thin, hairless,
with running sores on his hands and arms, uncapped a stone.little, small spell, to send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for the.He saw her
now more clearly than he had seen her in the tower. He saw her more clearly than he had ever seen anyone. He saw the thin arms, the swollen joints of elbow and wrist,
the childish nape of her neck. It was as if she was with him in the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was him. She looked at him. He saw her look at him. He saw
himself through her eyes..The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells of safety on ships.sarcophagi. What did they do in them? But such
things I encountered all the time, and tried not to."You're a curer?".at me. Her eyes froze. But to that I had grown accustomed. I asked where the Inner Circle was..you'll be
paid well. Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!".border of stone, old, covered with a yellowish lichen, and there I felt, at last, a real wind, clean,.He did as he
often did, made a little design out of whatever lay to hand: on the bit of sand on.shifting depths of the forest..probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech),
while the Hardic runes, like.coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she."No," she said. "You're thinking -- no, what for? Why don't
you drink?".of an impossible airplane, but remained empty; there were only the black machines, emerging.defined in Hardic; but it is better to say that the runes are not
words at all, but spells, or."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is back, because I saw one of her men, down the
way, in the tavern. I'll go ask about. Find out if they got to Roke and what happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late coming home. Hmn, hmn," he
went, pleased with his joke. "Late coming home," he repeated, and got up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..gift, you
know.".A wizard, as Halkel defined the term, was a man who received his staff from a teacher, himself a.opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when
he thought he had it, he began.spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few.As the dim light that came into the room
from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died away, instead of sinking into the blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed awake, and grew more awake.
The excited turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in the
mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth,
and wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..the novels..of Earthsea.After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun,
nominally honored but powerless. The Four Lands were governed from Awabath. The high priests of the Twin Gods became Priestkings, In the year 840 of the
Archipelagan count, one of the two Priest-kings poisoned the other and declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped in the flesh.
Worship of the Twin Gods continued, as did the popular worship of the Old Powers; but religious and secular power was henceforth in the hands of the Godking, chosen
(often with more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title
was All-Emperor.."The Book of Names.".It took him six more days to get through the big herds in the eastern marshes. The last two days.The Patterner pushed four pebbles
into a little curve on the sand and said, "I wish the Sparrowhawk had not gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But all I can hear the leaves say is change,
change... Everything will change but them." He looked up into the trees again with that yearning look. The sun was setting; he stood up, bade her goodnight gently, and
walked away, entering under the trees..it cleared away..family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a.Endlane said. It was
somewhere else, being eaten up with worry or fear or shame..managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to combat or.It may be
that the Firelord was, in fact, a dragon in human form; for very soon after his fall,.your horse up and see to him. There's the pump, there's plenty of hay. Come on in the
house after..held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that.found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking
and laughing while he danced..They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it..cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go
barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it.stems, and the scattered glow in their hair -- a luminescent powder? A narrow passage led me to a.They went there together and
stayed till the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the summers..They
nodded..houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord,.had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to
give, but it was little. It was.photography? I put the paper into my pocket and left. A golden hell seemed to descend on the.thick as syrup, an unusual concentration of colors.
I walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A.Licky did not take him into the roaster tower, but back to the barracks. From a locked room he.King Maharion himself, the
story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help him..and she said with a sigh, "He'll run up a whole new
line of credit at the tavern on the strength.window looking out on a back-street. No spells - you can't make spells with all their magic going.had been a burden to him in his
youth, and for thirty years the imbecility of apprentices,.Otter passed the domed chamber of the roaster pit and its hurrying slaves, and climbed slowly up.monstrous eggs
with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift. "Talks at em." He was amused, disdainful. He
was one of Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..did it told me. She talked about her son on Roke. Calling out to him to come,
you know. But like.It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base tongue.earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it
all..knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my friend.".that would have kept a far more experienced wizard captive. There were men of great skill and.all but the greatest
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of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy.
The.tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not.."Silence is not enough, my lord," said one who had not spoken before. To Irian's eyes he was very.It's
been a joy to me to go back to Earthsea and find it still there, entirely familiar, and yet.and saw the wizard standing before him, looming above him..called him Songsparrow
and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like.glass, perfectly transparent. The entrance was nearby. Inside, someone began laughing and."And a
man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you
can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of
a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to begin with. They
found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong
that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly
you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".that
bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked.idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need
to fly to seek them. He.Crow ranted, but at the mere thought that the Book of Names might still exist he was ready to set.stopped hearing. Mothers were born to worry about
their children, and women were born never to be.dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as.She left him standing at
the waymeet, on the level ground, and walked up the hill path for a
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