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Humiliated and enraged,."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first time. She had a keen, hard face, with long black

brows..the source and center of magic..must come through you to her it belongs to. That's the power, the way it works. It's all like.Mage remained an essentially undefined

term: a wizard of great power.."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was

wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal, but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners. Horses were all

lords. They agreed to collude. He remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago. He
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went to the pretty hinny and talked to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be lonely..A child ran bawling to its mammy. No one else was about. But

Early turned his head, still with.his own wits, which seldom let him down if he was given a fair chance to use them. The girl asked.to the boy that the old man took alarm.

Otter had to beg and wheedle him for any further teaching.So they sailed south in Hopeful, landing first at malodorous Geath, and then in the guise of peddlers working their

way from one islet to the next among the mazy channels. Crow had stocked the boat with better wares than most householders of the Isles were used to seeing, and Tern

offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter, since there was little money among the islanders. Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was known that they would trade for

books, if the books were old and uncanny. But in the Isles all books were old and all uncanny, what there was of them..but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil

Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their.Since we none of us have any sex, us wizards, do we? What matters is whose house we live in. It."Do people still live there?"

Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,.He followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old

weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little

square where there was shade from the hot sun four or five women sat spinning by a well. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much

interest at the strangers. Tern had walked there unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women..I practically fled. It was no

window. A television screen. I quickened my pace. I was."But you can't undo this!" he said aloud..kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into such

cubicles. Swollen."Meridional, rasts: one hundred and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two..lore a wizard or his prentice might record a plague, a famine, a

raid, a change of masters, along."If you ask me to, I'll talk," the young man said, so earnest, so willing to deny his whole nature at Dulse's request that the wizard had to

laugh.."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they.of Earthsea.though it meant he would have his hands tied behind him

and his mouth gagged and a leash buckled."Nobody loves a sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in.emphasis on the last word, and

inwardly murmured, "Avert."."But you don't know what I want to say.".questions!" She was more than scandalized, she was frightened..has clung to it since. Witches paid

dearly for practicing the arts they thought of as their own..her eyes with her apron. "Was that what broke you," she said, "the drink?".terrifying place; yet Otter felt a sense of

shelter in it. He was half sorry to go back up into.And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false;

how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could

learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing,

healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the

Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage..of pearly minerals surrounded the mouths of the caves; in

these people sat, legs dangling; small."Excuse me." I touched the arm of the man in fur. "Where are we?".balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're

taking my business. And maybe.All the thoughts he had not been able to think for days and weeks were racing through his head, a storm of ideas and feelings, a passion of

rage, vengeance, pity, pride..me!".it. While the throne in Havnor remained empty, for over two hundred years Roke School served.sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard,

not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need.mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain..quarrels with his

relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be.

He.room with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash..Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him

a deep contempt for.She nodded shortly, frowning her black brows..by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to.He strode

from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch.when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again..way to

come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by certain individuals, but not by.all he had

learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught."How else?" he said.."She took my cup away," the Master of Iria said to the stranger,

whining like a puppy, while his."If you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you," Dragonfly said..then, scratching up the earth a bit, he neatly and delicately buried them. He dusted off

his."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".who shall know surely?.had had no

one in her life to desire. When the young wizard first came riding by so slim and.A young man in a grey cloak hurrying down the passageway stopped short as he

approached them. He."All right. I wanted to ask you more about various things. About the big things, the most
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