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the material to complete fast. Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to his right side. Head elevated and tilted by one of the

paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it.."No," Agnes said, shaking loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's just a card.

And we're all curious.".In the Suburban with Wally and Grace, as they waited to hit the trail, Celestina said, "He took her to a movie again, Tuesday night.".She leaned

against the apartment door for a long moment, holding on to the doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she let go,

she would float off the floor like a cloud-stuffed child..Leaning across the front seat, he lowered the passenger's window six inches. Then he lowered the driver's-side
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window an equal distance..On the way home, he repeatedly checked the rearview mirror. No vehicle followed him..rearview mirror was not hung with one of those tacky

decorative deodorizers. The seats, regularly treated with leather soap, were softer and more supple than they had been when the car had shipped out of.Junior glimpsed

Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of his head. He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly certain

that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself.."Who...who're you?" Junior rasped, still badly rattled by the nightmare and by

Vanadium's presence, but quick-witted enough to stay within the clueless character that he had been playing.."Possible complications include cerebral hemorrage,

pulmonary edema, kidney failure, necrosis of the liver, coma-to name a few."."I thought there was a burglar," Junior groaned, but he knew better than to spit out his entire

story at once, for then he would appear to be reciting a script..But first, March 23: the bad date with Frieda Bliss, and what he discovered in his apartment when he came

home that night..She didn't have experience with guns, but having seen him trying to press cartridges into the magazine, she knew how to load. She inserted one round.

Then a second. Enough..Heart racing, but reminding himself that strength and wisdom arose from a calm mind, Junior stood in the center of the small kitchen, slowly turning

to study every angle of the room.."Honey," she said, crouching to peer at him through the vertical slats of the playpen, "what're you doing?".With everyone in the diner now

aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through

the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area behind it.."Really, Angel," Barty said with genuine concern, "it might be scary. I got

another one we could listen to, if you want.".ready to hear me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you

arrived.".Junior said, "I should know your name from the playbill at the lounge, but I'm as bad with names as you are good with faces.".Celestina often thought of his wife

and twin boys-Rowena, Danny, and Harry--dead in that airliner crash six years ago, and sometimes she was pierced by a sense of loss so poignant that they might have

been members of her own family. She grieved as much over their loss of Wally as over his loss of them, and as blasphemous as the thought might be, she wondered why

God had been so cruel as to sunder such a family. Rowena, Danny, and Harry had crossed all waters of suffering and lived now eternally in the kingdom. One day they

would all be rejoined with the special husband and father they had lost; but even the reward of Heaven seemed inadequate compensation for being denied so many years

here on earth with a man as good and kind and big of heart as Walter Lipscomb..Agnes had lifted him to this perch. Now she smoothed his hair, straightened his shirt, and

retied his loosened shoelaces, finding it even harder than she had expected to say what needed to be said. She thought she might require Dr. Chan's presence, after

all..Bressler but no Vanadium. A girl named Angel. Something was wrong here. Something was rotten..He felt for the railing. Grasped at the empty air only briefly. Found

the handrail. He climbed to the porch..Junior was reminded of a scene in an old movie, something Naomi wanted to watch, a love story set during the Black Plague: a horse

drawn cart rolling through the medieval streets of London or Paris, the driver ringing a hand bell and crying, "Bring out your dead, bring out your dead!" If contemporary San

Francisco had provided such a convenient service, he wouldn't have had to toss Neddy Gnathic in the Dumpster in the first place..In the distance, the clang of a trolley-car

bell. Hard and clear in spite of the muffling fog..He slid his plate aside. From a pocket, he withdrew a quarter, which always served him as well with children as with

murderers.."He'll just think I'm an incompetent detective. If he comes around wanting his five hundred bucks back, I'll give it to him.".Gifted with unusual powers of visual

observation, the girl was quick to notice the slightest changes in her world. The sparkling engagement ring on Celestina's left hand had not escaped her notice..Not one day

in anyone's life, so her father taught, is an uneventful day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a

seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life, there are opportunities to

perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed,

the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose

generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because kindness is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless

courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire

others, and is therefore the seed that ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and

intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart and in every

pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better

in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in

every life contains such often-unrecognized potential to affect the world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great

days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in this momentous day..In the name of Zedd, slow deep breaths. Focus not on the past, not on the present, but only on

the future. What has happened is of no importance. All that matters is what will happen next..Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his hours as an outpatient at the

hospital, Barty gave no indication that he understood the gravity of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the doctors and technicians with his sweet personality and

precocious chatter.."Other Bartys and other Agneses in other houses like this-all here together now.".Perplexed by their peculiar behavior, even slightly unnerved, Tom

answered Maria's question. "I'm afraid there's nothing else I can do, nothing more of a fantastic nature.".Applying enough pain, he could have gotten cooperation even from

Vanadium. The detective had said he'd heard Junior fearfully repeat Bartholomew in his sleep, which Junior believed to be true, because the name did resonate with him;

however, he wasn't sure he believed the cop's claim to be ignorant of the identity of this nemesis..Tom stared down into the oceanic depths of the city, through the reefs of

buildings, to the lamp-fish cars schooling through the great trenches..Junior got in the car once more, slammed the door, and said, "Panfaced, double-chinned, half-bald,

puke-collecting creep.".Celestina told them about Nella Lombardi and about the message Phimie delivered to Dr. Lipscomb after being resuscitated. "Phimie was, . . so

special. There's something special about her baby, too.".Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a weekend vacation.."And to the north of us,"

Agnes said, drawing him out, "Janey Carter went off to college last year, and she's their only child.".This Monday afternoon, he longed for the escape and solace of

half-hour pulp adventure. But he decided that he ought to at last compose the letter he'd been meaning to write for at least ten days..The blonde was coming on to him, just
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as a score of other women had done since his arrival, so Junior tried to balance seduction with information gathering. Putting his hand over the hand with which she was

gently massaging his thigh, he said, "I knew her brother in Nam. Then I got wounded, shipped out, lost touch. Like to find him.".Turning in circles, he tipped his head back,

presenting his face to the streaming sky, laughing..Everyone agreed, and the order was placed when their waiter brought appetizers: crab cakes for Nolly, scampi for

Kathleen, and calamari for Tom..The Rolex. Because most of the trash in the huge bin was bagged, finding the watch would be easier than Junior had feared..Junior liked

women who drank a lot. They were usually amorous or at least unresistant..Junior locked the door. He started the engine and drove out of the cemetery faster than was

prudent on the winding service road..This room didn't face the street by which Cain would approach the building, so Vanadium switched on the lights. He spent fifteen

minutes examining the mundane contents of the cupboards, searching for nothing in particular, merely getting an idea of how the suspect lived-and, admittedly, hoping for

an item as helpful to a conviction as a severed head in the refrigerator or at least a plastic-wrapped kilo of marijuana in the freezer..Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish

hope for a miracle. This was an amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could walk where the rain wasn't, already himself a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen,

that Dr. Chan might suddenly rush into the waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his neck, face aglow, with news of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer.."My God,"

Junior said, pretending that his befuddlement had faded and that his mind had just now clarified, "you think Naomi was murdered, don't you?"."It's there even when you read

to me now. The sad feeling, I mean. It changes the story, makes it not as good, because I can't pretend I don't hear how sad you are.".Upon arriving at the creche window,

he had been in a buoyant mood. As he studied the quiet scene, however, he grew uneasy..By Sunday evening, a combination of factors-deep commitment to the

philosophy of Zedd, explosive testosterone levels, boredom, self-pity, and a desire to be a risk-taking man of action once more-motivated Junior to splash a little Hai Karate

behind each ear and go courting. Shortly after sunset, with a single red rose and a bottle of Merlot, he set off for Victoria Bressler's place..Since childhood, he had been

waiting for this moment-if indeed it was The Moment-and he had nearly lost hope that the much-desired encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others

with his perceptions among physicists or mathematicians, among monks or mystics, but never in the form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in midnight-blue except for a

red belt and two red hair bows..Vanadium couldn't know the whereabouts of the quarter. Besides, even when he'd swung the lunch tray over Junior's lap, the detective

hadn't been close enough to pick the pocket of the robe..He intended to mash the sole of Victoria's right shoe in the pat of butter and leave a long smear on the floor, as

though she slipped on it and fell toward the ovens..was trying her best to ensure the health of the baby while still remaining slim enough to avoid suspicion..Using a

three-step folding stool, he was able to get near enough to one of the vent plates in the living room to determine whether it might be the source of the song. just then the

singing stopped.."A friend's daughter. They say she died in a traffic accident down in San Francisco. She was even younger than Naomi.".Whether the cop was unhinged or

not, Junior had nothing to gain by talking to him, especially in this disorienting darkness. He was exhausted, achy, with a sore throat, and he couldn't trust himself to be

as.He was still her boy. As always, her boy. Bartholomew. Barty. Her sweetie. Her kiddo..Still on her knees, she raised the weapon and realized that she was going to shoot

the maniac in the back, that she had no other choice, because her inexperience didn't allow her to aim for a leg or an arm. The moral dilemma overwhelmed her, but so did

an image of Phimie lying dead in bloody sheets on the surgery table. She pulled the trigger and rocked with the recoil..The big trees on Vanadium's property also stood

bare, allowing a relatively unobstructed view of the house. The back of the residence as dark, but a soft light warmed two windows at the front..At the head of the line, Paul

waved a red handkerchief out of the window of the station wagon..Another small pane of glass burst. A dismaying crack of wood. His back to her, the maniac raged at the

window with the snarling ferocity of a caged beast..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to him. None of the women filled

the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud of his craftsmanship, he knew

that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..At the bottom, the killer had pushed the cedar chest aside and clambered to his feet. From out of his raveled

Tutankhamen windings, he peered up at Paul and fired one shot without taking aim, almost halfheartedly, before disappearing into the living room..He knew the titles that he

wanted: "Tunnel in the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. ".For Agnes and Barty, one stop remained, where some of the joy of Christmas would always be buried with

the husband that she still missed every day and the father that he would never know.."By law, adoption records are sealed and so closely guarded that you'd have an easier

time acquiring a complete roster of the CIA's deep cover agents worldwide than finding this one baby."
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