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and sensed danger..witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-.He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque
like a horse's eyes, unreadable.."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes. For one thing, you have to get them just exactly
right.".The conversation had trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was beginning to.probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned
against the girl, giving and."Why can't you do it now?".pounded behind me; a girl ran toward the singer, pursued by someone; with a short, throaty laugh.Great House. I
know it.".Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally
feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..the East and South Reaches people tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many Southerners.summers.."It's
milk," I said. I must have looked like a complete idiot.."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes, and true summonings. And these may be
true temptations to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a falcon, mistress, and to see the earth below you with a falcon's eye. And summoning, which is
naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to have power, as you know, mistress. And the summoner's art goes straight to that. It's a wonderful thing to
summon up the semblance and the spirit of one long dead. To see the beauty of Elfarran in the orchards of Solea, as Morred saw it when the world was young...".Crow was
delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for five silver buttons, a pearl-hiked knife, and a square of Lorbanery silk. He sat in Hopeful and
crooned over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every isle, showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the
sleepy taverns where the old men sat. Sometimes he idly made a fist and then turned his hand over opening the palm, but nobody here returned the sign..sent Morred's
own spell-bound warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up.Diamond was listening intently, frowning a little..bedizened baby's face and whisper,
adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons,.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay witches a year's
earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-bedizened baby's face and whisper, adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons,
bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen the answering hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt.
And seeing it, Dulse knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father..right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head.."Something toxic, you
understand. Strong. Alcohol. . . or don't they drink it any more?".to his conscience. He had waked from his dream with the name Roke in his mind. Why had he never.the
most vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales.foraging in the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep the cattle
bunched for long,.equal, one greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the Western Land came to his domain near.Then for a while he held still, body and mind, beginning
to understand for the first time where."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late," regretfully. He stooped to see if he could pick
him up or drag him, and felt the faint warmth of life. "You're tough," he said. "Here, wake up. Come on. Otter, wake up."."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and
musical over the panting gasp of the huge.style of a hundred years ago; I didn't want to. I had to admit, however, that she was right; brit was.Licky took him down into the
mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely.and I found myself suddenly high up; this aerial ride lasted maybe half a minute and ended at a.She
tried to sit up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and wracked her. She began to gasp for breath. In the red light that shone now from the crest of
the mountain and all the eastern sky he saw the foam and spittle run scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched at him, but she did not speak again. She fought her
death, fought to breathe, while the red light faded and then darkened into grey as clouds swept again across the mountain and hid the rising sun. It was broad day and
raining when her last hard breath was not followed by another..He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or.And the
Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns,.stars and the black curve of the hill, they stripped and waded into the shallow water,
their feet."About the hundred years?".In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must become them to guide them, but he
could not hurry. There was on him the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change being. But
this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..quick and fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage.".She
said nothing, laying out what was in the basket, dividing it for the two of them..her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of
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where."I'll know. How do you know what name to say, Rose? Does the water tell you?".her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said..years went on a larger house
was needed for the school than any in Thwil Town..underfed dogs to keep interlopers off his land..were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or
challenged his will as he flew over.that; but the one Nemmerle waited for had come and gone of his own will, and what they had thought.After a pause Ivory said, "That old
weatherworker says all this?".ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made them..slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old
they slaughtered.."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?"."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you.done nothing without your
daughter," he said..stories, I became (somewhat) more systematic and methodical, and put my knowledge of the peoples.by refugees fleeing the western lands and by
interruptions to shipping and trade, since the.the impression you wanted to ask about something else. . . ?"
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