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like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night, Celestina.".That evening, he was filled with a greater sense of adventure than he'd felt since arriving in the
city from Oregon. Consequently, he treated himself to three glasses of a superb Bordeaux and a filet mignon in the same elegant hotel lounge where he had dined on his
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first night in San Francisco, almost three years earlier..During those spells when she was too shaky to draw, she stood at the window, gazing at the storied city..AFTER
UNDERGOING TESTS for brain tumors or lesions, to ascertain whether his seizure of violent emesis might, in fact, have a physical cause, Junior was returned to his
hospital room shortly before noon..He slipped behind the door and raised the pewter candlestick over his head. Weighing perhaps five pounds, the object made a
formidable bludgeon, almost as good as a hammer..He fiddled with the cylinder until it swung open. Five chambers, a gleaming cartridge in each..His wife, Dorothea,
adored him, not least of all because he had taken in her eighty-year-old mother and treated that elderly lady as though she were both a duchess and a saint. He was equally
generous to the poor, burying their dead at cost but with utmost dignity..A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,
staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..As outgoing as his twin uncles were introverted, Barty didn't withdraw from the
festivities. Agnes never needed to remind him that family and guests took precedence over even the most fascinating characters in fiction, and the boy's delight in the
company of others pleased his mother and made her proud..Raising his revolver, Tom squeezed off two shots, but the gun didn't discharge..Nolly shrugged. "He can't know
for sure. And anyway, he didn't get the pushed idea until he'd already taken the case.".At the head of the line, Paul waved a red handkerchief out of the window of the
station wagon.."Well, you're sweet, aren't you? And you're all bright red on the outside and milk chocolate inside," Celestina said, gently tweaking the girl's light brown
nose..Otter shook his head..He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell
the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do
we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the
stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is
entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it
to tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and
history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the baggage wagons..Wait here in the car. Give them time to settle down. At this hour,
they would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress for the night..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his
back to the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..Junior closed his eyes at once and let his jaw sag, breathing through his mouth, feigning
sleep..Up flew his hands, as white as doves, flapping as though trying to escape from the sleeves of his raincoat, as if he were a magician rather than a musician..Though
she worried that reading would strain his eyes, worsening his condition, she recognized the irrationality of her fear. Muscles don't atrophy from use, nor eyes wear out from
too much seeing..In southern California, Agnes Lampion dreams of her newborn son. In Oregon, Junior Cain fearfully speaks a name in his sleep, and Detective Vanadium,
waiting to tell the suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselessly- turning a quarter across the thick knuckles of his right hand..It
didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true up a
warped joint by running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't see why they made a fuss over such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts,"
even struck him once on the mouth when he was talking to the work, and insisted that he do his carpentry with tools, in silence..He hurried into the bedroom and switched
on the nightstand lamp, without concern for whether the light might be seen from the street..Regrettably, at 2:00 A.M., February 28, waking alone in Tammy's bed, Junior
sought her out and found her snacking in the kitchen. Forsaking a fork in favor of her fingers, she was eating a.He couldn't work up sufficient saliva to get the rasp out of his
voice: "Then you could learn to do it.".SHORTLY BEFORE one o'clock, the Hackachaks descended in a fury, eyes full of bloody intent, teeth bared, voices shrill..Barty's
reading and writing skills appeared to be related to his talent for math, as well. To him, language was first phonics, a sort of music that symbolized objects and ideas, and
this music was then translated into written "syllables using the alphabet-which he saw as a system of math employing twenty-six digits instead of ten.."Please try not to be
alarmed, Miss White, but I have a patrol car on the way to your address.".In her arms she held Bartholomew. The infant was not heavily bundled, for the weather was
unseasonably mild..She looked around the room. "He's invisible like the Cheshire cat?" "His whole world is as real as ours, but we can't see it, and people in his world can't
see us. There're millions and millions of worlds all here in the same place and invisible to one another, where we keep getting chance after chance to live a good life and do
the right thing.".Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his
knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding
achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..and
humble. They managed to worry up tuition for art school, but Celestina worked as a waitress to pay for her studio apartment and other needs..For Agnes and Barty, one
stop remained, where some of the joy of Christmas would always be buried with the husband that she still missed every day and the father that he would never know.."Take
care he doesn't turn your belt on you with a spell!" said his uncle..The upper end of the bed was elevated. Otherwise, Agnes would not have been able to see the room, for
she was too weak to raise her head from the pillows..The Hackachaks had arrived post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the
prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They knew he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork..He looked up into the eyes of the stocky man with the birthmark.
They were gray eyes, hard as nail heads, but clear and surprisingly beautiful in that otherwise unfortunate face..San Francisco's pre-Christmas cheer had deserted it. The
glow and glitter of the season had given way to a mood as dark and ominous as The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1.."What wound? Junior wanted to ask, but he
recognized bait when he heard it, and he did not bite..When he located the new grave, approximately where he'd guessed that it would be, he was surprised to find a black
granite headstone already set in place, instead of a temporary marker painted with the.Reminding himself that fortune favored the persistent and that he must always look
for the bright side, Junior began with the city itself and with those whose surnames were Bartholomew. This was a manageable number..He closed his eyes to know the
kitchen as Barty knew it. The fine aromas, the musical clink of spoons, the tinny rattle of pans, the liquid swish of a stirring whisk, the heat from the ovens, the women's
voices: Gradually, denying himself sight, he was aware of his other senses sharpening..Stepping into her digs was like passing through a time machine into another century,
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traveling in space, as well, to the Europe of Louis XIV. The expansive, high-ceilinged rooms overwhelmed the eye with the rich somber colors and the heavy forms of
Baroque art and furniture. Shells, acanthus leaves, volutes, garlands, and scrolls-often gilded decorated the museum-quality antique Bombay chests, chairs, tables,
massive mirrors, cabinets, and etageres..Agnes's big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the large detached garage, behind the main
house, since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now thirty-six..64 just a little bit ago," the girl said. "I was sitting on the porch, having a Popsicle,
and I just figured it out."
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