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STORY..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that

is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance

from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in

upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the

pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him,

'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with

the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None

of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The

period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions

differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh,

daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon

her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and

go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and

fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and

nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the

child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair

true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then

he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know

that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his

history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of

marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed

them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When the king heard this, he said in himself,

"Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And

he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's,

whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the

folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he

spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then

his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than

shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he

returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths.

So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God

[alone] is All-Knowing..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).And the king bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers

came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the

gardens I open many an eye..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking

for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill

his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he

seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk

murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into

the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast

him in..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow],

according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her,

iii. 191..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had

a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he

was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with

her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself

and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt
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him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Damascus is all gardens decked for the

pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved

one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with

disease infects, of its seductive air..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO

CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I

espied..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and

beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya

es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife

a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face

was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of

arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to

mankind..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement

of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.I'm the crown of every sweet and

fragrant weed, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
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