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matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, ‘If it be thy will, O king, | will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'l
reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow." And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar
and to exchange letters and presents with him..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they
came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from
him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but
found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell
to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his
wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,
marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables
and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness
unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went
away..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the
love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my
coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which | engaged with my people and | fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he
hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord,
and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the
Most High have them in His keeping!),” answered EI Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all
smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the
nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in
rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on
me to requite thee, what while | live, though | be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When | forsook them, they to seek
accord did not disdain..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother,
the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!" Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When
| kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me]
nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and
seated me at a table. So | ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret
and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As | am a lawfully-begotten child, | will not name aught [of this] neither denounce
[you!*]" And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and | went my way, scarce crediting but that | was of the dead..Now he had a nurse, a
foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went
in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and
questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen
related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy
matter.' But the queen answered, saying, '‘By Allah, O my mother, | choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they
will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself* And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved
by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and | hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and | will
presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.".?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE
SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when | see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup
with bitterness o'erflowing have | quaffed! | make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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