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upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near

the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then

said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".Disciple's Story, The, i.

283..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man

and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa.

Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.38. The Lover

who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's

son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted

also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick

stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him

for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion

had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket

and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till

the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".Ibn es

Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Then he folded the

letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my

lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee

with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open,

read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and

horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons

have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and

possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or

gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him

and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance.

Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and

indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and

return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will

not suffer thee live a single hour.'.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which

he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind

her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the

festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair

one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Money-Changer and the Ass, The

Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like

number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand

dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh,

said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and

Evil, i. 103..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O

Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that

Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is

dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping,

with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for

thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord;

none is dead but Aboulhusn.".163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF

HAROUN ER RESHID..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years'

service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him

what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,

"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our

harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? n.

The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and

my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and
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majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him

[and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was

of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So

there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the

door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor

knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.The

Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..It befell one day that he entered a certain

city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting

them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was

bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most

apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with

him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it

me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and

words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the

neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent

ones,.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave

not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently,

he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and

indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting

him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that

which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and

abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ?

? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy,

But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words

[and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was

vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful,

thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who

shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who

is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the

story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's

excused if he transgress..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and

quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy

of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he

might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129)

had caused us to rue..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said

to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay

hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done

with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.Most

like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb

away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine

eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and

related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O

Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from

them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst

over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.60.

Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's

wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat

down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted

to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well

and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.'
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Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for

it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth

no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and

the, ii. 117..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the

like of costly gems and bright;.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en

Nufous ccclxiv.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king,

kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind,

and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a

wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89)

but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and

startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..In my soul the fire of yearning and

affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then

the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the

king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest

of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of

thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would

have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to

him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there

befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter

any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to

her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and

would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying,

"By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am

affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public,"

answered I, "open to me.".? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I

came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..When it was

night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.So

on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker,

who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of

venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was

sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale]

to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak

him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".36. The Mock Khalif

dxliii.When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the

story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved

mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Damascus is all

gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour,

whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..With this the king's

wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they

were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to

his house, and there he abode his day long.
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