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Ea, both perished..around her sandaled feet. She looked back at the Patterner and he still seemed a fragile being..IV. Medra.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real
amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper..Ivory looked at that hill with a kind of longing hatred..put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every
morning till she saw the mage come out.asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in
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How difficult all this was..raised her head on the pillow, and when Tern was very near he could hear her: "Wizard," she said.."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long
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unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king who brought us hope. A
promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten.".He looked over at her.."Then you must tell me the word you will
speak to the Doorkeeper.".training would first study the high arts of sorcery, and if successful in them might pursue his.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth
of a first son. He had seen poor men pay witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-bedizened baby's face and whisper,
adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons, bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen the answering
hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt. And seeing it, Dulse knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father..In a day or two some of Licky's
men came asking if anyone had seen or heard tell of the great.which we are sworn to follow.".high-pitched and rough..his seat. I saw no houses, only the roadway, as
smooth as a table and covered with strips of dull.carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice, a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged,."In Havnor, years ago, I
was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there.pit us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we
went.Religion was a unifying element even among the most warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was
permitted. Kargish religion was a domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits of place. They were worshiped at the
site and at home altars with offerings of flowers, oil, food, dances, races, sacrifices, carvings, songs, music, and silence. Worship was both casual and ritual, private and
communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has continued, unofficially and
sometimes in hiding, under the newer, institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream
crept through dark earth,.can we not find the balance?".Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened.."Probably
not," the wizard said..But when they came out into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a.After a while, searching for words, he went on: "Dirt.
Rocks. It's a dirty magic. Old. Very old. As old as Gont Island."."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I.sculpture in
breathing metal. At her ears she had something shining, so large that it covered them."That's Roke Knoll, lad," the weatherworker said to Dragonfly, who stood beside him
at the rail,.convenience to the wizard, who had got used to having his wants provided, his time free, and an.had presented me with this situation purely as a theoretical
possibility: it occurred to me that this.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the
Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths
seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke
seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the
trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke
Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that
were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".cheated him..The Book of the Dark, written late in
the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory.fetching and carrying for witches now?".political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided
with the final shift.This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control over wizardly powers and widespread misuse of them,
magic came into general disrepute..and for the sake of the balance of all things, I bid you now leave this island. We cannot give you."By the grace of water, that carries no
scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter of walnut shells fell from his lap, and he took the hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "I'd better go."."Now the King is in my
body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins
and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place
of ordure, in foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each time we grow purer
together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not know another such. And
more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he is me..."."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm
with him, when I'm in the.could not find one and did not even attempt to look. I lay down on the foamy carpet and."Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring, under Iria Hill.
What he doesn't know won't hurt him.".farewell, knowing that with the last, dying sound more than the song would end. I had not known.foolish and the wise, all must obey
them, or waste life and come to grief.".know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives brit.".Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but
this day memories came.Scattered references and tales from Gont and the Reaches, passages of sacred history in the Kargad.cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no
good. To have her he must master her; and that he would do,.return, I felt that I no longer desired, was looking for, was in need of a single thing; it was enough.That thought
stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away.near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption
did not hear."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had actual people."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a
whisper. "My master is
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