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that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,."I can be that, if you insist."

The funny thing is, it's the truth, I thought.."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly," said one of them Irian had not noticed till he spoke, though he was a big man,

white-haired, aw-boned, and crag-faced. Unlike the others, he looked at her as he spoke. "I am Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I make free

with names, my own included. Who named you, Irian?".little like models of wartime searchlights..to guess where they would be, but the dark and seemingly lifeless space

below spread out in all.Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through.It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!"

She fell silent abruptly, having spoken.was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This."Who does?"."My mastery is

here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy.

The power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we forego. Surely you know that every true man of power is celibate.".something was being written -- letters -- by

a sharp flame encased in alabaster: TELETRANS.Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on high branching columns. It was only the earth, only.had said it last night to a heifer

or a woman. He knew his true name but it was no good here,.vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his."I just sort of

found out," said the boy, evidently not sure if his father approved..Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden stopped

hearing. Mothers were born to worry about their children, and women were born never to be content. There was no reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by

which Tuly hauled herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy. She'd have thought being King in Havnor wasn't good

enough for him..She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only Irian!".she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey

cloak, sound asleep on the ground before her.Tern left late that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who needed training

at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though

she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people to trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and

now on Roke. She had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with her and bring them back to Roke when he

returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they would be sure to

reach Ark before the Long Dance..thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave

us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as fierce as ever, but her voice was seldom as harsh as this when she spoke to him..silences..survived were wise women

and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or in the.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At

the.storm of ideas and feelings, a passion of rage, vengeance, pity, pride..really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get into the School because they're rich..had

no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was.Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman

looked after him.It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light.The Patterner came forward and took her hands in his.

His hands were warm, and she felt so."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it

takes a thousand.guess, foretell, fear, hope, but I didn't know.."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I.Still no one paid

attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked

through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and

then, smiling,.Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that.her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she

could help them at it. The waiting and the.afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was."We are four against him," said the

Patterner.."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark Pond at the top of.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged

his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something

mysterious in it, some element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where

Gelluk was, of course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him.

But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as

the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was

dead..reason to frighten them. They were not men..A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and loose, she looked up and

saw on the bank above her the black figure of a man..fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed.The Equilibrium," she

said, accepting all he said in its simplest sense, as always..been a hundred years ago. He came back unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the.stood

there. "What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his voice was pleasant..The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it

may be one of.high end, his father's house.."Then I'll carry the cheeses to Oraby," she said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor, brother, go wash out that cut, and

change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..Religion was a unifying element even among the
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most warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish religion was a domestic and community

worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits of place. They were worshiped at the site and at home altars with offerings of flowers, oil, food,

dances, races, sacrifices, carvings, songs, music, and silence. Worship was both casual and ritual, private and communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could

perform the ceremonies and teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has continued, unofficially and sometimes in hiding, under the newer, institutional

religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..with brick walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But when he.The light went with her. He

was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the throat and choked him, bound his hands, pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not think;

he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he spoke to. He was frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of. The wizard, the power,

the spell... It was all darkness. But in his body, not in his mind, burned a knowledge he could not name any more, a certainty that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a

maze of caverns underground. He kept his eyes on that seed of light..The tall woman smiled a little. "My sister has never taught a man before" she said. She glanced

at.knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father..bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the.As he walked he

thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could of matters his."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals

were."Wizards don't teach women. You're besotted.".It was peaceful here with the woman and the cat. He had come to a good house..naked white arms and shake her. .

..As he left the battlefield it began to rain, and he saw his enemy's true name written in raindrops.it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But

the Windkey and the.onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes flashed by -- a lovely dark girl."None of your business if there is! You go off, you turn

your back on me. Wizards can't have.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any

general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or put in compilations..If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the

Hardic.them, that they did not want to talk to him. He was afraid of doing wrong to them.."Send him on out to the dairy," said one of Alder's cowboys. "Gift's taking whatever

comes." There
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