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Walter Panglo had a nervous tic in his left cheek. His eyes were open wide, as if he'd been so startled that his lids froze in a position of ascension, locked by a spasm of

surprise. His hands must have grown clammy; he blotted them repeatedly on his suit..Stepping forward lightly, lightly, as he swung the candlestick, Junior saw the dinner

guest stiffen, perhaps sensing danger or at least movement, but it was too late. The guy didn't even have time to turn his head or duck..Embarrassment flushed her when

she realized that the paramedic had cut away the pants of her jogging suit. She was naked from the waist down.."He's blind, sure, but he's also a boy," Angel said, "and

trees are something that boys gotta do.".From serviceway to alley to serviceway to street, into the city and the fog and the night, Junior ran from the Cain past into the

Pinchbeck future..Greed. So easy, taking money from the rubes. Soon, instead of peeling off a little from each game, he sought bigger kills..Junior was educated. He wasn't

merely a masseur with a fancy title; he had earned a hill bachelor of science degree with a major in rehabilitation therapy. When he watched television, which he never did

to excess, he rarely settled for frivolous game shows or sitcoms like Gomer Pyle or The Beverly Hillbillies, or even I Dream of Jeannie, but committed himself to serious

dramas that required intellectual involvement-Gunsmoke, Bonanza, and The Fugitive. He preferred Scrabble to all other board games, because it expanded one's

vocabulary. As a member in good standing of the Book-of-the-Month Club, he'd already acquired nearly thirty volumes of the finest in contemporary literature, and thus far

he'd read or skim-read more than six of them. He would have read all of them if he had not been a busy man with such varied interests; his cultural aspirations were greater

than the time he was able to devote to them.."I never saw a Moor--never saw the Sea--Yet know I how the Heather looks--And what a Billow be."".Switching on the lights as

he went, Junior sought the source of the serenade. He carried the 9-mm pistol, which would have been useless against a spirit visitor; but his extensive reading about

ghosts hadn't convinced him that they were real. His faith in the effectiveness of bullets and pewter candlesticks, for that matter-remained undiminished..Thereafter, Junior

managed to drive four miles before he was forced to pull off the road at another service station, after which he felt that his ordeal might be over. But less than ten minutes

later, he settled for more rustic facilities in a clump of bushes alongside the highway, where his cries of anguish frightened small animals into squeaking flight..With a portion

of his profits from Tammy Bean's stock picks, Junior had bought a second painting by Sklent. Titled In the Baby's Brain Lies the Parasite of Doom, Version 6, it was so

exquisitely repellent that the artist's genius could not be in doubt..Junior couldn't imagine why some Negro stranger would want to intrude. He hoped there wouldn't be

trouble..After clicking off the kitchen lights, the hall light, and the light in the foyer, he pulled shut the front door, leaving the house dark and silent behind him..The stress that

he currently felt wasn't the same that he so often relieved with women. This was an energizing tension, a not-unpleasant tightening of the nerves, a delicious anticipation

that he wanted to experience to its fullest-until the gallery reception for Celestina, on the evening that her show opened, January 12. This tension could not be released by

intercourse, but only by the killing of Bartholomew, and when that long-sought moment arrived, Junior expected the relief he experienced would far exceed mere

orgasm..He had nothing against men or women of color. Live and let live. One earth, one people. All of that..After Maria, Bonita, and Francesca had gone, when Agnes and

her brothers joined forces to clear the table and wash the dishes, Barty kissed them good-night and retired to his room with The Star Beast.."I don't know." He was silent a

moment. "That's what's going to be interesting.".No hesitation preceded Grace's response. "That's very generous of you, Paul. And I, for one, accept. Is this the house

where you lived with your Perri?".Junior glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of his head. He hadn't seen this man in

almost three years, yet he was instantly certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself..He didn't want to risk marrying

weapon and silencer here in the hall, where he might be seen. Besides, complications could arise from being splattered with Neddy's blood. Aftermath was disgusting, but it

was also highly incriminating. For the same reason, he was loath to use a knife..break and conversation among the customers fell into a lull. When the bar phone rang,

though it was muted, he heard it at his table..Even a cool day on the pie route could produce a good sweat by journey's end, because with the addition of the men to this

ambitious project, they now not only made deliveries but also performed some chores that were a problem for the elderly or disabled..Celestina gave birth to Seraphim in

'69, saw her painting on the cover of American Artist in '70, and gave birth to Harrison in '72..Junior tipped his head back and gazed up toward the section of broken-out

railing along the high observation deck..To Dr. Parkhurst, Vanadium said, "In my work, I see lots of people who've just lost loved ones. None of them has ever puked like

Vesuvius.".If not for Celestina's slutty little sister, Bartholomew would not exist. No threat. Junior's life would be different, better..If Junior were weak-minded enough to

succumb to madness, this was the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he

held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and deeply..Over the following hour, as Walter Panglo guided Jacob through the planning of the

funeral, Jacob recounted the gruesome details of numerous airliner crashes, shipwrecks, train collisions, coal-mine disasters, darn collapses, hotel fires, nightclub fires,

pipeline and oil-well explosions, munitions--plant explosions.....After following his uncle's movements, Barty looked at the table again. "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".As Tom

Vanadium studied the stained and ravaged wall again, a cold and quivery uneasiness settled insectivally onto his scalp and down the back of his neck, quickly bored into his

blood, and nested in his bones. He had the terrible feeling that he was not dealing with a known quantity anymore, not with the twisted man he'd thought he understood, but

with a new and even more monstrous Enoch Cain. Carrying the tote bag full of Angel's dolls and coloring books, Wally crossed the sidewalk ahead of Celestina and climbed

the front steps..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water, which he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to have washed the

bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of housekeeping..When Paul arrived with a Christmas gift, Perri was abed, wearing Chinese-red

pajamas, reading Jane Austen. A clever contraption of leather straps, pulleys, and counterweights assisted her in moving her right arm more fluidly than would otherwise

have been possible. A lap stand held the book, but she could tam the pages..Chase after her on foot. Shoot her in the car. Maybe. He'd have five rounds left if he used one
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on the man, four on Bartholomew..Thick fog distorted all sense of time and place. At each end of the block, pearly hazes of light marked intersections with main streets but

didn't illuminate this narrower passage in between. A few security lamps-bare bulbs under inverted-saucer shades or caged in wire--indicated the delivery entrances of

some businesses, but the dense white shrouds veiled and diffused these, as well, until they were no brighter than gaslights.."That's kind of you," Panglo stammered, "but I

have little time for reading, very little time.".According to the brief biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of San Francisco's Academy of Art

College. She had been born and raised in Spruce Hills, Oregon, the daughter of a minister.."No. Rowena dropped those names after the twins' first year. She and I were the

only ones who ever used them. Our private little joke. Even the boys wouldn't have remembered."."Nature has no maternal instincts," Edom said quietly but with conviction.

"To think otherwise is sheer sentimentality at its worst. Nature is our enemy. She's a vicious killer.".Trembling, she sat beside the bassinet and gazed at her baby with such

love that the force of it ought to have rocked him awake..Junior's throat wasn't half as sore as it had been the previous afternoon, and to these men, his soft, coarse voice

must have sounded not abraded, but raw with emotion. "I don't care what's customary. I don't want anything. I don't blame anyone. These things happen. If you have a

liability release with you, I'll sign it right now.".Maria gathered up the four jacks and tore them in thirds. She put the twelve pieces in the breast pocket of her blouse. "I buy to

you new cards, but no more ever can you to be having these.".Cradling the baby, the nun turned with it to Celestina, folding back a thin blanket to present her with a good

look at the tiny girl.."This is Detective Bellini, with the San Francisco Police Department. Is everything all right there?".Weatherworkers used to carry a leather sack in which

they said they kept the winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every weatherworker had a bag, a great long

sack or a little pouch..With a thin hiss of disgust, Junior pulled away from the thing, whatever it was, withdrew the flashlight from his belt, and listened intently for sounds in

the alleyway. No voices. No footsteps. Only distant traffic noises so muffled that they sounded like the grunts and groans and low menacing growls of foraging animals,

displaced predators prowling the urban mist..Although Paul had seen Tom Vanadium's clever coin trick, he didn't understand the rest of their conversation, and he assumed

that for everyone else-except Angel's mother-it was equally impenetrable. But taking their clue from the risen Celestina, all those present had fallen silent..He stood

watching until the car cruised out of sight, and even after it dwindled to a speck and vanished in the distance, he stared at the point in the street where it had last been,

stared while a breeze turned playful, tossing eucalyptus leaves around his feet, stared until at last he turned and began the long walk home..Whereas Edom feared the

wrath of nature, Jacob knew that the true hand of doom was the hand of humankind..This was pathetic. Only thickheaded fools, unschooled and unworldly, would be

shaken into confession by ham-handed tactics like these..'She didn't reach into your thoughts and pluck out the name Rowena. Or Beezil or Feezil.'.No weekend had ever

passed so quickly, and no midnight had ever brought with it such dread..He didn't even dare to pretend to wake up now, with a mutter and a yawn because the detective

would know that he was faking, that he had been awake all along. And if he'd been feigning unconsciousness, eaves."You know Mommy," Barty said, almost desperately

sponging up the sight of his little girl's face and wringing the images into his memory to sustain him in the next long darkness..For eight nights thereafter, Agnes padded the

floor with folded blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she discovered that Barty had returned the

blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the sure evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as

neatly as Agnes herself would have stored them..As punctilious as you might expect any good accountant to be, Bartholomew Prosser didn't delay long enough to make it

necessary for Junior to ring the bell twice. The porch light came on.."December 1, 1958, in Chicago, Illinois, a parochial-school fire killed ninety-five."."No, no. But being

around him so much, inevitably I absorb some details. He's a compelling speaker when the subject interests him.".He missed Naomi. She'd always known exactly the right

thing to say or do, improving his mood with a few words or with just her touch, when he was feeling down..force open Edom's mouth. "Eat your sin, boy, eat your sin!" Edom

resists eating his sin, but he's afraid for his eyes,."Guilt," said the detective. "If he killed her, wouldn't an overwhelming sense of guilt be as likely as anguish to cause acute

nervous emesis?"."Yes.  The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid

called emetine.".Stepping forward, Agnes said, "When Barty holds my hand and walks me through the rain, I get wet even while he stays dry. The same for all the rest of us

here ... except Angel.".In the morning, after Agnes showered and dressed, when she went downstairs, she discovered Barty already at the kitchen table, eating a bowl of

cereal while riveted to the book. Finished with breakfast, he returned to his room, reading as he went..A dumpster and a dead musician had humbled him as thoroughly as

he had ever been humbled before, as completely as violent nervous emesis and volcanic diarrhea had humbled him, and he had no tolerance for being humbled. Humility is

for losers..Without the pillow, she wouldn't have been able to lift her head to look toward the back of the ambulance.."All right," Celestina said, "yes, of course." She could

see no harm in humoring Phimie. "Angel. Angel White. Now, you calm down, you relax, don't stress yourself.".Here they came at last, guns drawn, wary. Different uniforms,

yet they reminded him of the cops in Oregon, gathered in the shadow of the fire tower. The same faces: hard-eyed, suspicious..He knew the titles that he wanted: "Tunnel in

the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. ".On his nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by Hanna, after she'd taken it from his pharmacy smock, which

he had given her to launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion that Paul had written to Reverend White in Oregon..Clearly, the musician recognized

him, which seemed unlikely, even extraordinary, considering that they'd never spoken to each other, and considering that Junior must be only one of thousands of

customers who had passed through that lounge in the past three years..They ordered martinis, and when Kathleen, perusing a menu, asked her husband what looked good

for dinner, he suggested, "Oysters?"."Why do you think he's spending his money for all this tricky stuff?" Kathleen wondered, not for the first time..He found it difficult to

make a painful personal revelation sound sincere when delivered in a shout, but he managed well enough to bring a shine of tears to her eyes: "Part of my left foot was shot

off in this upcountry sweep we did.".He doubted that the singer had been Victoria Bressler, dead nurse, but he believed this was the same voice he'd heard on the

telephone, back on the twenty-fifth of June, when someone purporting to be Victoria had called with an urgent warning for Bartholomew..For all his brilliance, however, he

was still a boy who loved to run and jump and tumble. Who swung from the backyard oak tree in a rope-and-tire swing. Who was thrilled when given a tricycle. Who giggled

in delight while watching his uncle Jacob roll a shiny quarter end over-end across his knuckles and perform other simple coin tricks..He phoned her before leaving, to be

sure she was home. She didn't work weekend shifts at the hospital; but maybe she would have gone out on this night off. When she answered, he recognized her seductive
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voice-and devilishly muttered, "Wrong number.".Celestina was maneuvered aside as the surgical team began resuscitation procedures. Stunned, she backed away from the

table until she encountered a wall. In southern California, as dawn of this new momentous day looms.By the first of November, they moved his mother's bed into the living

room, so she could be in the center of things, where always she had been, though they admitted no guests now, only members of their family with its many names..Besides,

the possibilities repulsed him. The very thought of a splendid-looking woman like Victoria submitting to a grotesque like Vanadium would have withered his soul if he had

possessed a soul.."Fifty died in London, in '57, when two trains crashed. And a hundred twelve were crushed, torn, mangled, in '52, also England.".Agnes's big brother by

six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the large detached garage, behind the main house, since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working

world. He was now thirty-six..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the dying..ready to hear

me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you arrived.".Standing over the body, he squeezed off the last three shots.

Finished, he detested guns more than ever..The reverend said, "I'm sure you underestimate my parishioners, Celestina. They won't be scandalized. They'll open their

hearts.".Her brothers' solemnity irritated Agnes. They appeared to be taking this reading seriously, as though it were far more than just a little after-dinner entertainment.
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