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hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, | counsel thee, beware!.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer,
amazing wit and brain..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as
before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a

wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Full many a

heart on fire without allay..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God
confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; | will bring thee forth of this [strait]." Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!"
And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes;
then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the

butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole." (232).When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me
what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, '‘And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on
his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun
and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his
looking upon her!" And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, ‘Trouble is past; so rejoice in
assurance of relief.".Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and
it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of
jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds,
and pearls are in its rivers. (208) | ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which |
returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his
treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.'
And | said, 'l hear and obey..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he
bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an
assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the
following verses:.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it
was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask
your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht
said to them, "O folk, | know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were | minded to slay half these
folk, | could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall | not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his
crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and | have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if | do this with him and my proof
against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if | slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".So, when he arose in
the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, "What sayst thou of a
man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with
the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him
forget the first and he said to the vizier, ‘Grant me time, so | may consider the answer." ‘Go out,' replied the vizier, ‘and bring me the answer, or | will seize thy good.".There
was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by
night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of
his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might
lie..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under
it a horse's tall, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he
rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O
slink-thief!" So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming
down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be
on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!" Wherewith the cook cried out and laying
hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.".Then came up El Abbas to

the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying,
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"Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not
that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of
him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, | will make

thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he

the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that | will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein | will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be
not a fool." But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and]
he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is
dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then
they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin,
so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..95.
Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii. When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the
secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my
heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew | a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O
my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king
of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased i, il
they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the
bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants
[descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune
and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], | will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, ‘A
friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord,
the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and
without thy permission.” And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth
and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of
him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ?i. The
Credulous Husband dcccxceviii. When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name
was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and
sang the following verses:.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead,
be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me
nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, | praise God and thank Him for that
this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!" And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced
him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, | lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking
availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his
care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him;
so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the
king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand
at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, | see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!" And he assigned him each day two cakes of
bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As
ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile
and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "l will not eat of a thing |
have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; | cannot stand up, for that | am overcome with wine; but with me is the
servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. | will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she;
and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to
herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be
faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and
summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out,
with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw EI Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that

which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and
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son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and
the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the
end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they
were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his
army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there
called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with
pearls and jewels..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he
saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant
and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?'
The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not
but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: | have found
two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.".When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes,
(39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the
washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,"' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El
Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. | myself escaped not from them but
after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death. Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' ‘Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, ‘and heal my
disorder, for | am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak | drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the
dawn-whitened air..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er | fasted, nor e'er Have | eaten of flesh, save in public

(57) it were..42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dixvii.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.?

me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii. Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and | deposited with him a deposit, but he
denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good
breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with
us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that
thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, | know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me."' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then
said the sharper to the merchant, 'l am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou
swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself." (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon
[suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..One
night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that
gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted
the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and
Selma abode amazed..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the
prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the
king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest
of ill-will in you to me, and had | hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and | had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of
thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would
have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.”.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know | may in no
wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, ‘Abide on thy wonted service and
till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous
present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is
this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".To return to El Abbas, when he
alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning
them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till
he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to
him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide."” "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to
him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished.” So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars,
and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El

Abbas his possession..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman cccexxiii. When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper
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and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall | do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar
and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, ‘Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still
minded to buy the girl, | will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee;
for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'l have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so | may
contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall | complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone

and | my pillow must forswear?.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'l will tell you a right goodly story | heard at a wedding..? ?

nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Then sent | speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet
unright;.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi cccexviii.lt chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water
and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of]
his coming. Quoth he, 'l come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'l will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret." It is well," answered the eunuch; 'what is
it?" And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, | and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and
sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him."' Then he told him all that had passed between
them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest
of him." And the eunuch rejoined, saying, ‘Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of

him." Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as | said to thee.".11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter

the Partridge cxlix.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved
have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? God knows | ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth
looseth his tongue upon you, but | know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel
me | will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk
might be prolonged and that words might abound, and | desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they
assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to
favour and who hath betrayed him!"™ The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they
walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the
house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings
and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, ‘Let her be in the house of instruction and
bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!" So there passed over her three
months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health
and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on
her..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft
words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and | know not
what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom | still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he
related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'l was but considering by what death |
should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of
them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' ‘O my mother,’ rejoined he; ‘there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she
despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..I went out one night to the
house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, | sallied forth alone [to go home]. When | came into the road, | espied a sort of thieves and they saw me,
whereupon my spittle dried up; but | feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And | went up to the walls right and left

and made as if | saw not the thieves, who followed me till | reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..To his beloved one the lover's heart's

delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband.
When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the
people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over
them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her
husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the

journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought
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leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would
have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this
plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that | see thee confounded?"
"How should | not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced
and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, | fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith | am afflicted of the
affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their

foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee."
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