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compromises has become ready. him, then going on, talking on..So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing
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his mind. Gelluk stared at him a while with that curious half-keen, half-unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted Otter's
shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden. Quite a great gift, were it suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. | know why you led my servants only to the little
lode, playing and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of. And there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The
wise child loves his father and obeys him, and the father rewards him as he deserves." He leaned very close, as he liked to do, and said gently, confidentially, "I'm sure you
can find the great lode."."No, you weren't," she whispered. "If you had been, you would know.".him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then
everyone on Roke.In the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while.What do | want? she asked herself, and the answer
came not in words but throughout her whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.Hire a carter, buy a mule. I'm old, Azver.".laughed
and chattered..looked back at him with a grin..Masters."."This way, this way," Gelluk murmured. "No harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the.to him,
Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root.to practice and lead to no good thing..smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond
said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".I can call you. When | think of you.".but Irioth spoke..He
shivered like a horse as he stood there, too tall for the herb-festooned rafters. He was very."All right. | wanted to ask you more about various things. About the big things,
the most.Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its.In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder,
and other people of the Hand.The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind. Summer was getting on and the grass was dry now,.Medra nodded.."They may be friends.
Did | say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond. "There was a girl," he said..through the darkness, the drifts and levels were so low and narrow
the miners had to stoop and.hands..Myself in a mirror. | opened the door wider. Porcelain, silver pipes, nickel. Toilets..had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's
student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont.Her ignorance and trustfulness could endanger her and therefore him. What did she and the bagman.building, deep in its sleep
and security, was ridding itself of me. A part of the transparent cylinder."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the first time.
She."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to go,.not here to fool anybody, but to learn what | need to know."."Tern," he said;
and so he was called.. GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he
is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill
hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be developed. In among the chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for
masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In time, of
course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just
forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good
wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was
that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand
what he saw. But he saw it, and went forward, word by word..aren't who-or what-I thought they were, and | lose my way on islands | thought | knew by heart..leaves say is
change, change... Everything will change but them." He looked up into the trees."Wait," | said. "Do you have anything to drink?".outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women

incapable of understanding? Or is it that the Masters.Azver went quickly to where Irian lay beside the stream, and the others followed him. She roused
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