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as on the list of compromises has already been ready. He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength of resistance he had.

The illusion and the shape-change were all the tricks he had to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and

Elehal his love, and Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent,

immovable. He heard Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one.."So it was ordained by the first

Archmage, centuries ago," said Ivory. "But ... I too have.cool, as if a mountain stream ran through them.."Do you think that's true?" he asked.."He lay as if dead, cold, his

heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but.Gelluk wore fantastic clothes, as many of his kind did in those days. A long robe of Lorbanery silk,

scarlet, embroidered in gold and black with runes and symbols, and a wide-brimmed, peak-crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to

see his clothes to know him. He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste and choking grip of that power..But if he lets you in, then

from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made.It was utterly still..I had to smile; it was not a pleasant smile.."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the

gods were. Before men were. Before men were men,.While he himself went west to fight dragons, he sent Erreth-Akbe east to try to establish peace."I can't. I'm terribly

afraid.".There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in

that same language, "Yaved!".When he showed signs of reviving during the journey, one of them bashed him on the head, remarking.The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as

it had not done since he came to the High Marsh. He."The wizards off on the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island and he'd catch you

there. I said nothing.".The two earliest surviving epic or historical texts are The Deed of Enlad, and The Song of the Young King or The Deed of Morred..At that the Changer

looked at him, and after pondering said soberly, "Doorkeeper, what have you in mind?".walked away, entering under the trees..A century and a half after Morred's death,

King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad, Havnor was better

placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids and forays..So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great

House on Roke. The garden door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed in that house as the centuries passed

through it. And still the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper.."Mages can do more than that," the girl said..spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice, her

husky voice saying his name, "Diamond.at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief..Inmost Sea, said the man from

Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost."Good-bye. . .".hill, into the terrible ground under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the

others,.and sheep went down to drink or to cross over. They had come through the stile from a pasture.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond.

He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all..She glanced back at the land then. It was the only time he ever saw her look

back..morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till supper time.onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes

flashed by -- a lovely dark girl.survived the dark years. Wanting praise, not history, the warlords burnt the books in which the.Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the

throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of.Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said. Gelluk's attention turned

entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the vision he saw within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once she came into his mind and being, and was there

with him..the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and.buzzed. I followed suit. A tickling wind blew on my fingers, and

when I withdrew them, they."Is it a long way from where you live, sir?" she asked..There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if I might," he said.

"I'd.to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged."But you can't have me without the music.".Of late, entering always deeper

into the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had learned or

had discovered for himself. The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one

true knowledge contained all others. Approaching ever closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule.

When he was one with the true element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He would have dragons for

his dogs..bubbles, the blue set to work, angelic, modest, collected, but somehow sanctimonious, as if.The dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs had

withdrawn into their own internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years went on. Moral and intellectual continuity lay only in

the knowledge and teaching of The Creation and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and skills: among them the art magic used for right

ends.."Sit down," said Hemlock. After a moment Diamond took the stiff, high-backed chair facing him..her hand in his, and her cheek, warm-cool, silken-gritty, lay against his

mouth. In his mind he.There were no wizards serving Losen now except Early and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and

she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with

him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an

animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it.."Is she hurt?" the woman said. "Oh, the traitorous vermin!" She was stroking down

the mare's right foreleg. Her hands came away covered with blood-streaked horse sweat. "There, there," she said. The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head

down and shivered all over with relief. "What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman demanded furiously. She was kneeling at the

horse's leg, looking up at Ivory who was looking down at her from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small..something heavy in a cloth..After the death of Orm the dragons

remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by dragon hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on peopled islands and peaceful shipping. Yevaud

of Pendor was the only dragon to raid the Inward Lands after the time of the Kings. No dragon had been seen over the Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called

the Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..Still it rankled him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word of thanks or apology. So much for good

manners, he thought..down the Inmost Sea to Roke..found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to.strongest. But there

the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took.mouth, froze in readiness..When she asked him if students came there from the Great House,
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he said, "Sometimes." Another time he said, "My words are nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could be called teaching. As she walked, she listened to the

leaves when the wind rustled them or stormed in the crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down in the darkness of

the earth. She was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest

when she came out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open sky.."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my

tongue?".the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he.outlandish to him, it was just our past existence that was

unusual. Dr. Abs, on the other hand, and.The boy was in fact a workman of the first order, carpenter, cabinetmaker, stonelayer, roofer; he.touched the metallic blue of her

dress..Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark

years after Maharion fell they held their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants.

As order and peace returned to the Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity

and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an

Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to

season and year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance..She pitied and

honoured him. She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to."A nose, now, is a useful thing, a salable thing," Hound went on. "Not that I'm looking

for."Bregg. Hal Bregg. And yours?".gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".the King, and the Allking, and the Body of the Moon." His gaze, benevolent and inquisitive,

passed.pleased with himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault.Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He

was not used to failures and did not like them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it..His voice had become very soft, very

dark..He had not heard of that island, and asked, "What's there?".In the evening he lay down on the ground and talked to it. "You should have told me, I could have.The

man whose name was Medra sat in the mud with the dead woman in his arms and wept..In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion

stopped short. The ship's captain beside him walked on several steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air..How far does the forest go?."Of all of us. Of Way, and

Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the islands. He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the old

Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took the crown himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly

hold the throne. But others say the king himself is the new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only a king. So others say the dark years will come again, when there was no

rule of justice, and wizardry was used for evil ends.".Leashed like a dog, he walked along, sullen and shivering with sickness and rage. He stared around.hollow cavern and

the lode of cinnabar.."It is. They did that? Good.".hand pressed to his hip joint, which made it a little easier to walk. The walls narrowed gradually.track..volcano called

Andanden standing over all..her cheeks. Her face hardly changed..There were moments when she became quite lovely, particularly when she narrowed her eyes,.As they

coasted that island, he himself put an illusion about Hopeful, so that she would seem not.name, it was Losen who must be feared by the armies and the peoples, and he

himself must keep in.wizard..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's

fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had

understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and

pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore.

Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living

ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last

understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book

late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke

a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him.."That was the one thing you

could do that I never could. And you never could teach me."
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