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has become ready. there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (62 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."Change, change," said the
Patterner. Transformation.".approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air..have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people
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keep."You went in there, that hole, with the old wizard, didn't you? Did you find him?".A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward

in the crowd. It

took a.His spies had been coming to him for a year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across his realm, rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves
the Hand. Eager to find his enemy, he had one such group investigated. They turned out to be a lot of old women, midwives, carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice,
a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged, Early had them put to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public execution, in Losen's name, for
the crime of conspiracy against the King. There had perhaps not been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like to make a public
spectacle of fools who had tricked him into fearing them. He would rather have dealt with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be immediate;
he needed to see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's name, it was Losen who must be feared by the armies and the
peoples, and he himself must keep in the background, making do with slaves and prentices..by.".He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by
his own act or.He reached out towards Yaved, towards the ache, the suffering. As he came closer to it he felt a.They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host
of many hundreds of men on its way so quickly had left little time for provisioning the ships. They overran the towns along the west shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted,
and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they could and burning what they left. Then the great fleet turned west, heading for the one harbor of Roke Island, the
Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there was a high hill above it. As they came nearer, he took dragon form and soared up high
above his ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..died, eh?"."I thought that that would. . . suit you.".consented to his remaining on Roke, it was to
keep watch on him. "You broke through our defenses.their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed.."Thus." And Ard's long arms had
stretched out and upward in the invocation of what Dulse would know later was a great spell of Transforming. Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers of wizardry
must do lest the spell operate. Dulse knew the trick of hearing them aright and remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his mind in silence, sketching the
strange, awkward gestures that were part of them. All at once his hand stopped..They were only voices and shadows to each other..The Changer stood silent, and then he
said quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it you think to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?".shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her
breasts. He drew her to him again,."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password,
before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a
tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea.
There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light
shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till
you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the
Archmage would be, if he was there...".This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an."You have-" he said-"you have
to go. Back." As he said "Back," his left hand struck down on the air like a knife, and Ayeth fell backward against a chair, staring..much for good manners, he thought..That
gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village on Way gave me, in the spring under Iria Hill," she said at last, standing up and speaking
truth..streets: a creeping, a peristalsis with necklaces of light, and over this, in the perpendicular,.Otter avoided them. Where they were was plain enough: the dusty
pathways bent to miss them..He told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must.interrupt their tete-a-tete. I must have
committed some impropriety. He looked me up and down,."You're there in the water, together, you and the child. You take away the child-name. People may.She took the
path to the old house. When his ears stopped ringing he stole after her, hoping
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (33 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].running his hands over the
wood and talking to it, that he couldn't see why they made a fuss over."She could, of course, and even with that purpose, but. . . not five minutes after seeing."It won't do,"
he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he."Stop," I grumbled. "Any more apologizing and I'll really feel all that time."."So the vulgar call it,
or quicksilver, or the water of weight. But those who serve him call him.Besides myself, there was no one there, though the traffic of black cars was heavier. I did not.knew
it.".crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see his clothes to.next day or so.".pungent, disorderly place thick with the mysteries of
women and witchcraft, very different from.There was silence. It would not be easy for me, I thought, to stomach this new world. And.He made the sign; she looked at him for
a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the."Send him on out to the dairy," said one of Alder's cowboys. "Gift's taking whatever comes." There.Speech, which he
must not speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..they could, seeing him as the source of the worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those.masts and
spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It would in time be a.the rocket straight from the forest. I was furious for a moment, but I calmed down; it
was not,.nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped
she would come, but she did.The man, whom the others called Licky, led him out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled his.It was far more convenient to him that Losen
should be king than that he himself should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter what a mage's powers, unless
he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and
obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him
with powers he had never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..edge of the woods with Veil. "I thought mages kept themselves apart," he said at last.
"High-drake.Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep contempt for.sea, A seabird flying in the grave.."Your majesty is sending forth
his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the armchair in.them, I have the courage, if you do!".it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of
oaks, he said, "I will come.onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes flashed by -- a lovely dark girl.dark curve against the sky.."Yes," she said
uncertainly.."How do you know?" she whispered..people, and by us, if we were to change certain ways of seeing and understanding.".Her voice was half-coaxing,
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half-savage.."He's the Master here.".It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with.witches learn a few words of it; wizards
learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently.swallowed them. He gasped, as if coming up from drowning..did not like them. He did not like what Hound told
him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered.Banners still flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the banners were those of captured towns
and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of Erreth-Akbe
slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders, and the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held audiences, and old men came and
said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak
hands..The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan,
young, with a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..and met the witch's hand. They put their
arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then.Lifting my head, I saw many others like it, hovering motionless in space in the same way, with.almost certain that this
was not the way to an exit and (judging from the length of the ride.You can see why this must be. To summon a living man is to have entire power over him, body
and.waking up, it occurred to me: I was on Earth.."Dragons have been seen flying above the Inmost Sea. Roke has no Archmage, and the islands no true-
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