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in those other worlds to avoid the rain, but I sort of walk in the idea of those worlds. . . .".Agnes prepared a dinner to indulge him: hot dogs with cheese, potato chips. Root
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beer instead of milk..She whispered then: "You are my little lampion, Barty. You light the way for me.".As always in uncertainty, she asked herself what her mother would do
in this situation. Grace, of infinite grace, unfailingly did precisely the needed thing, knew exactly the right words to console, to enlighten, to charm a smile out of even the
miserable. Often, however, the needed thing involved no words, because in our journey we so often feel abandoned, and we need only to be reassured that we are not
alone..Carrying the candlestick, he raced to the kitchen at the end of the short hall. The door stood open, but he had to enter the room to see Victoria slumped in one of the
two chairs at the small dinette..Monitoring Barty from the comer of -her eye, Agnes paced herself to the strides of his short legs, so she was drenched and chilled when she
reached the station wagon..Fifteen feet separated them, with guests intervening. Yet this stranger's attention could have felt no more disturbingly intense to Junior if they
had been alone in the room and but a foot apart..Babies of unwed mothers-especially of dead unwed mothers, and especially of dead unwed mothers whose fathers were
ministers unable to endure public mortification-were routinely put up for adoption. Since Seraphim had given birth here, the baby would be-no doubt already had
been-adopted by a San Francisco-area family..As nimble as a geriatric cat, crying out with pain, Junior nevertheless sprang onto the deep windowsill and shoved against
the twin panes of the window. They were already partly open-but they were also stuck. Crouched on the deep sill, pushing against the parted casement panes of the tall
French window, using not just muscle but the entire weight of his body, leaning into them, the maniac tried to force his way out of the bedroom..Once satiated, what she
desired was a reason to deceive herself into believing that she was not a slut, that she was a victim. She didn't really want to tell anyone what he had done to her. Instead,
she was asking him, indirectly but indisputably, to provide her with an excuse to keep their passionate encounter secret, an excuse that would also allow her to continue to
pretend that she had not begged for everything he'd done to her..Maria said nothing, working busily, but Agnes recognized that special silence in which difficult words were
sought and laboriously stitched together..He hurried into the bedroom and switched on the nightstand lamp, without concern for whether the light might be seen from the
street..Earthquake weather. Southern Californians had many definitions of that term, but Edom knew he was right this time. Thunder would roll again soon, but it would arise
from underfoot..After mentally reviewing what he must say, after working up a nervous edge, he dialed the SFPD emergency number..As he passed the living-room
archway, he said, "Watch out for tidal waves, Uncle Jacob.".As he'd been instructed, Vanadium felt along the return edge of the carved limestone casing to the right of the
window until he located a quarter-inch-diameter steel pin that protruded an inch. The pin was grooved to facilitate a grip. An insistent, steady pull was required, but as
promised, the thumb-turn latch on the inside disengaged..As the last of the flan was served and Maria's girls took their seats once more, Barty blinked at the candles and
said, "Gone now," even though the tiny spectrums still shimmered in the cut crystal. He turned his full attention to the flan with such enthusiasm that his mother soon
stopped puzzling over rainbows..It could only be made better by the presence of her parents. They had planned to fly down to San Francisco this morning, but late
yesterday, a parishioner and close friend had died. A minister and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that superseded all else..Surprised, Tom leaned in his chair to
look more directly at the blind boy. On the telephone, Celestina had mentioned only that Barty was a prodigy, which didn't quite explain the aptness of the oak-tree
metaphor..She thought of herself as a creative person, a capable and efficient and committed person, but she did not think of herself as a strong person. Yet she would
need great strength for what lay ahead.
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