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the musician's raincoat..WITH BRIGHT BEACH under assault by one miserable flu and by an uncountable variety of common colds, business was brisk this Monday at
Damascus Pharmacy..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and inflamed mucous membranes constantly
reminded him, he'd had more than enough of Scamp for a while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..By his twelfth month, he was toilet-trained, and every time that
he had the need to use his colorful little bathroom chair, he proudly and repeatedly announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".Junior tossed garments on the floor and across
the bed to create the impression that the detective had packed with haste. After being imprudent enough to blast Victoria Bressler five times with his service
revolver-perhaps in a jealous rage, or perhaps because he had gone nuts-Vanadium would have been frantic to flee justice..Junior was paying his dinner check and
calculating the tip when the pianist launched into "Someone to Watch over Me." Although he'd expected it all evening, he twitched when he recognized the tune..After
mentally reviewing what he must say, after working up a nervous edge, he dialed the SFPD emergency number..They could be patient. Their self-denial and sweet
anticipation ensured that their lovemaking, when at last they were able safely to indulge, would be shattering in its intensity, like the coupling of mortals raised to the status
of demigods by virtue of their passion, its power and purity..Years earlier, a stream had been diverted to fill the vast excavation. Stock fish were added, mostly trout and
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wanted to say ... to say. . .".to believe that any man with such a hard gut slung over his belt, with a bull neck.Sparky wasn't a bad guy, not easily bought, and if he'd been
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creepy as a syphilitic monkey.".In a sudden desperate burst of action, Junior tore at the dead man's closed hand, sprang open the trap of fingers and palm-and did not find
a quarter. Nor two dimes and a nickel. Nor five nickels. Nothing. Zip. Zero..The sight of the heavily bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the
reverend, because he broke out of his paralytic shock and started forward-before he registered the weapon..Munching an Almond Joy, Junior returned to the phone book,
with no choice but to find Bartholomew the hard way..As mentally demanding and stressful as it was to maintain this borrowed sight, the harder thing was looking once more
upon her face, after all these years of blindness, only to see her gaunt, so pale. The vital, lovely woman whose image he had guarded so vigilantly in memory would be
nudged aside hereafter by this withered version.."Do you know him? " Edom asked, gazing longingly now at the open door, from which Jacob had turned away. "Obadiah
Sepharad? ".At the bed, he spread the garment across his pillow. Lying down, he pressed his face into the sweater. The sweet subtle scent of Naomi was as effective as a
lullaby, and soon he dozed off.
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