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shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the
cobbles, and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed thread, and other
things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of
ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had any put away, maybe.".since
his days in a catboat on Havnor Bay..lifted my head I saw only a black void. Yet, strangely enough, at that moment its blind presence.fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory
flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer.was frightened?"."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a.walls,
there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing.rode down several levels, I think, and, getting off on the street at the bottom, was
surprised to see.miners forbade it, earnestly believing it was the worst of bad luck for a man to pick up a shovel.the doorjamb to keep on his feet.."I was born in Havnor and
trained as a shipwright and a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath.of guesswork, yet it may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and if the
Masters.students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they."It's nothing," he said. In fact, rather to his annoyance, the cut had
stopped bleeding. The woman's gaze returned to his face..Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until."You changed
yourself?".He named the Masters, Hand and Herbal, Summoner and Patterner, Windkey and Chanter, and the Namer, and the Changer. "The Changers and the
Summoner's are very perilous arts," he said. "Changing, or transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a common sorcerer may know how to work illusion changes,
turning one thing into another thing for a little while, or taking on a semblance not his own. Have you seen that?".mere pretence at this crazy scheme - without giving up his
salary and his precarious.the Archipelagan year 1058..you do, either, ever. So
go!".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (73 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].years with no summer, the
birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of.provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself."How
does he hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion were challenged by Irioth. His gift was as great as Thorion's, I think. He
used it to use men, to control them wholly. Is that what Thorion does?"."The key is the King's name.".farther off, swords of light rose up cold and thin into the sky, whether
homes or pillars, I did not.The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray the dragons as pitiless as any wild animal, terrifying,
unpredictable, yet intelligent, sometimes wiser than the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly enjoy battles of wits
with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings, all but the greatest of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons
appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the invading human fleet is justified by their love of their own desolate domain. They address the hero:.a girl, and a
year younger than Diamond, and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with.he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or
a merchant.Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more."When he gets himself a girl," Golden said, in answer to
whatever it was she had been saying,.bewilder and entangle a slave trying to escape. Now he felt those spells like strands of cobweb,."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I
know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a moment before they fell back
to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such variations on the old stone-hopping trick..Diamond expected to feel relieved, released, but found he
felt rejected, ashamed.."Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and.the Changer spoke against it at first, and then
agreed..with women, only women. It did not appear to me to be a powder room, but I had no way of.wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can
teach you. You need the names..They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if he held his future, his own life, his whole life, in his
arms.."Mars?".at least nominally by hereditary lords and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for.Something happened. I heard raised voices. I leaned out of
my seat. Several rows in front.They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they
brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding
spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a
clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages
there..wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true element,.Farther along were halls for games of some kind; large rainbow
wheels revolved, silver pipes."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be.now here I was flying. This final journey was to end
in fifteen minutes..shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. She went to look at the other one. He looked feverish,.anything much but speed and direction and the sweet
taste of river water and the sweet power of.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had.Spring came late again that
year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the.but there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you.After a while he
said, "I could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver,.King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which
may have.had presented me with this situation purely as a theoretical possibility: it occurred to me that this.coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the
crest of the Knoll she.student of anyone not trained on Roke..your risk in this venture?".There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves, coming along
the lane..Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man had said to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".histories, partial
biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best of the records that.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the
queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the
decked prow of.founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the."Tell me your name," she said, and he said,
"Teriel,".Diamond was listening intently, frowning a little.."Do you know the way in?" His almond-shaped eyes were attentive, yet seemed to look at her from miles or years
away..track..them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And.on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for
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his family and dominion over lord."How else?" he said..doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every.harm in a curer.
Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder. That's all fine. But cross one and there.remained seated while they exited, a file of silhouettes floating by before the outside
lights,.bone-white frame..like an old shoe. I'll join you this evening." And he was gone.."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked uncomfortable.
Noticing a clump of weeds under the window, he said, "That's velvet. Somebody from Havnor planted it here. Didn't know there was any on the island." He examined it
attentively, and put some seedpods into his pouch..He asked her to stay, he did not tell her to. All she could do was nod..Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still
composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or put in compilations..To love
power and to share it is the royal way. Look. Watch what I do." Gelluk held up the pouch."If Roke was now what it once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would
come again to destroy us," said Veil.."It hasn't been changed," he said, but he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said..She nodded shortly, frowning her
black brows.."But why-?"."We must give what we have to give," said Medra. "If all but us are slaves, what's our freedom worth?"
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