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industrial-valve fortune, Junior thought she might be inventing the wealth or at least exaggerating to make herself more desirable. But when he accompanied her back to her
place, he discovered a level of luxury that proved she wasn't a shop girl with fantasies..Not one day in anyone's life, so her father taught, is an uneventful day, no day
without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a renowned
philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life, there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts of will and
unconscious example. Each smallest act of kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a
smile-reverberates across great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because kindness
is passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small meanness, each
thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed that ultimately produces evil fruit,
poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and intricately entwined-those dead, those living, those generations yet to
come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are obliged to strive
again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must weave hope, for
each of us is a thread critical to the strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential to affect the
world that the great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in this
momentous day..Vanadium sat in the chair, watching. With the perfect control of a sleight-of-hand artist, he turned a quarter end-over-end across the knuckles of his right
hand, palmed it with his thumb, caused it to reappear at his little finger, and rolled it across his knuckles again, ceaselessly..Maria stopped praying with her knuckle rosary
and resorted to a long swallow of wine.."Will do. Check out those paintings he collects. People pay real money for them, even people who've never been in a looney
bin.".Junior wanted to shoot all of them, but he said, "Take it. Keep it. Get it the hell out of here.".He didn't bother to press Vanadium's hand around the weapon. There
wasn't going to be a wealth of evidence for the Scientific Investigation Division to sift through, anyway, when the fire was finally put out: just enough charred clues to allow
them an easy conclusion..Wednesday morning, January 10, he wired one and a half million dollars from the Gammoner account to Pinchbeck in Switzerland. Then he
closed out the account in the Grand Cayman bank..From late morning until dinner, people arrived and departed, raised toasts to a merry Christmas and to peace on earth,
to health and to happiness, reminisced about Christmases past, marveled about the first heart transplant performed this very month in South Africa, and prayed that the
soldiers in Vietnam would come home soon and that Bright Beach would lose no precious sons in those far jungles..The afternoon was winding down, and the lowering sky
seemed to be drawn steadily toward the earth by threads of gray light that reeled westward, ever faster, over the horizon's spool. The air smelled like rain waiting to
happen.."For one thing, jurors might conclude that the authorities never really suspected you and tried to frame you for murder to conceal their culpability in the poor
maintenance of the tower. By far, most of the cops think you're innocent anyway.".By the time he put his suitcase and three boxes of books--the collected works of Zedd
and selections from the Book-of-the-Month Club-in the Suburban, Junior had rushed twice more to the bathroom. His legs were shaky, and he felt hollow, frail, as if he'd lost
more than was apparent, as if the essential substance of himself was gone..Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With
four, he passed the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd done at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..Here, now, came the
anaconda smile. "Did you argue about the baby, Enoch? Maybe she wanted it, and you didn't. Guy like you--a baby would cramp your style. Too much responsibility.".When
she didn't at once accept his generosity, he said, "All my life, I've lived just to get through the day. First survival. Then achievement, acquisition. Houses, investments,
antiques ... There's nothing wrong with any of that. But it didn't fill the emptiness. Maybe one day I'll return to medicine. But that's a hectic existence, and right now I want
peace, calm, time to reflect. Whatever I do from here on . . . I want my life to have a degree of purpose it's never had before. Can you understand that?".Saturday morning,
Paul made himself useful by assisting Grace with food preparation and by setting out the plates, flatware, and glasses on the dining-room sideboard..He rode up to the third
of five floors in the service elevator, which other tenants were permitted to use only when moving in or moving out, or when taking delivery of large items of furniture.
Another elevator, at the front of the building, was too public to suit his purposes..From the devil to the sacred and then beyond, Junior drove north on State Highway 160,
which was proudly marked as a scenic route, although in these predawn hours, all lay bleak and black. Following the serpentine course of the Sacramento River, Highway
160 wove past a handful of small, widely separated towns..She started to get up from the chair behind the desk, but he encouraged her to stay seated..Although their
apartments were above the garage, back to back, each was served by a separate exterior staircase. As often as either man entered the other's domain, they might as well
have lived hundreds of miles apart..His silent tears accomplished what his words could not: Nork, Knacker, and Hisscus retreated, urging him to speak to his attorney,
promising to return, once more expressing their deepest condolences, perhaps as abashed as attorneys and political appointees could get, but certainly confused and
unsure how to proceed when dealing with a man so untouched by greed, so free of anger, so forgiving as the widower Cain.."If he and Agnes were your age, I'd agree. But
she's got ten years on you, and he's got twenty, and no previous generations were as wild as yours."
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