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was time, now. The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest

trees, past bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them.."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to

the staring old man in the armchair in the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we are going to destroy them. A

hundred ships will sail from the Great Port, from Omer and South Port and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the glory will

be yours," he said, with an open laugh, so that Losen stared at him in a kind of horror, finally beginning to understand who was the master, who the slave..him with her

snout..I was attracted to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.which a succession of blurred vehicles raced upward? Now I was

completely at a loss. Constantly.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are."The one," Rose said. As suddenly

as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly followed her, but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited..words, but I'll have to learn

what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't.with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the.agreement known as

verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division.."What are you saying, Nais? What about pilots? And various rescue workers? And those.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found

what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The water was dark,

though it lay out under the bright sky and far above the peat soils. Dulse followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to

keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He listened.."Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power.

And a very great power.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (14 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM]."Close!"

Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the.outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat,

and his."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep

a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold

weather'll put an end to it.".But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made."You're singing," she said and lightly tugged at me. We

walked among the tables and I.When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people agreed with her that a squabble.He had forced them to boil any water they

used. Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year.Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep contempt

for.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (16 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM]."Of course you do. You'd

better. I'll witch you if you don't."."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule and our community, that has been one so long, upholding.chasm. But it's there. And everything

we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you didn't think that I. . .".Of late, entering always deeper into

the mysteries of a certain lore-book brought back from the Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had learned or had

discovered for himself. The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows or hints of a greater mastery. As one true element controlled all substances, one true

knowledge contained all others. Approaching ever closer to that mastery, he understood that the crafts of wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When

he was one with the true element, he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He would have dragons for his

dogs..The dark-eyed mage bowed his head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the

other Masters, and with the young men. Secret meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students are frightened, and several have asked me or the

Doorkeeper if they may go. And we'd let them go. But there's no ship in port, and none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you, lady, and sailed again next

day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind against all. If the king himself should come, he could not land on Roke,".practice, though even then it would never lose

its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and.The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster.fell from his lap, and he

took the hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "I'd better

go.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (109 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM]."Well," Rose said, and

dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her house, which, like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said,

straightening up and looking about vaguely as if for an answer, or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at

Dragonfly with one eye. Her other eye looked a little off to the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left eye, sometimes it seemed to be in her right, but

always one eye looked straight and the other watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere..And so I was reading old books, to learn when they ceased

to come east of Pendor. And in one I.and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also,.Rose watched her. She knew

she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong, awkward, ignorant, innocent, angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen

something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked away from the world like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond

herself, utterly beyond Rose's knowledge. Then Rose feared her, and feared for her..said goodbye," he said. He wept once, and his tears fell on the dry dirt among the

grass-stems and.Golden grunted, unimpressed.."You must find the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again outside the barracks. The

autumn sun was warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig, but

there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little harder. I think you know

how." He smiled at Otter. "Don't you?".She said nothing, laying out what was in the basket, dividing it for the two of them..The Creation of Ea is the foundation of education

in the Archipelago, By the age of six or seven,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (79 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose.."Yes. Because. . . brit. . . doesn't work without that. Don't move!".intellectual and

moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the.We will laugh together,.I went around the lake. The colossus seemed to lead me with its

motionless, luminous.was oily, colorless, and slightly effervescent under the surface; at the same time it darkened,."All under here's worked out long since" Licky said. And
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Otter had begun to be aware of the.herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy..That thought stirred him almost unbearably,

but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away.On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to

Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no

gift of magic but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it.

"Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion,

brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library. He had just

obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It

belonged to a famous wizard.".find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.Fiction..enjoy battles of wits with wizards,

"splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings,.said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing

just.underground lake, which reflected the vaults of the rocks. There, too, on flimsy little rafts, people.THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea

from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious

history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill repute, but Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent volcano called Andanden standing

over all..growl, like a bear. A moment later a thunderclap rolled off the hidden upper slopes of Gont.and with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring

home to Havnor.).She nodded..the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time.The tall woman smiled a little. "My

sister has never taught a man before" she said. She glanced at him, and gazed away, over the summery fields. "She's never looked at a man before," she said..his

uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find

a.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (68 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].would bring back slaves as

cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage..wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had

been.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].to other islands of the

Archipelago to work against warlords, pirates, and feuding nobles,.She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out:

'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".At that the wizard whose true name was Heleth stood as still as he did, looking back at him, till.the

cattlemen were coming to think well of him. Of course they would grab at any promise of help.
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