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brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this
day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him
deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the
king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had
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their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh
voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Unlucky Merchant, The, i
73..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor
heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and
Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold.
Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to

the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then

money's sake, hath companied with me!.Think not that | forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Now in that town was a
man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of
merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his
good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had
wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon
Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate
[curses] upon me, for that | slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst
thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "l said, '‘God confound
importunity!™ "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "l played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the
condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so | did this, and | incensed against
him. Then we fell again to playing and | beat him; so | bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen]
and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so | bade him swive her. He did as | bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was |
[by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When EI Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the
importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..\When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the
vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was
solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and
delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and
reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew
up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and
travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land
diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are
shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..On the third day | said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For | was going about in quest of a woman
who knew me and | knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas | saw her]. Then | went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore
was my concern and my chagrin, for | knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of
sundown, | passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as
who should say, "Come up by the door." So | went up, without suspicion, and when | entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said
to me, "l am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, | have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a
deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account.” "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And |
answered, "How should | not be troubled, seeing that | am in concern [for an affair] that | turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that | abide my day long going
about [searching for thee] and in the night | watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".When the

night was half spent, | arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me
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and gave not over besetting me, till | fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first
bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein | was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, “Lay hold of this rope." So | laid
hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when | was halfway up, | pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she
and | and the dog..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228)
ccexxxiv.102. The Apples of Paradise cccexii.Solomon, David and, i. 275..0n like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on
my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God.
So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them,; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over
them.".Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he
betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and
raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each
month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss
him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass
by..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care | If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.She passed the night in his
lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may | not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him
the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him
all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their
sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots
and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..On this wise they abode
till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the
Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch
cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, | owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? | fear me for my body from sickness
and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour |
resent..Now llan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they
became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What
counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a
device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter,
whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come,
let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage;
whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox
and the Wild Ass dcxi.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!" And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress
of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the
cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and
Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.We were sleeping one night
on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with
child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of
the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with
the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the
opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not
ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye
have been my neighbours these [many] years, | would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when
we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device,
such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.".To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated
for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused
public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no
cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse,
besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did
he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they
pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..Look at the
moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and

handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it
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from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How
deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him
and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?"
And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, ‘And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and
emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he
became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and
set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of
his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.So he repaired
to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, | will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest
my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of
understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this

more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband."
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