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he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him
and he also rejoiced in them..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying
coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips,
then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with
the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and
in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed
on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid,
whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon
them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company
of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Reshid (Er)
and the Barmecides, i. 189..Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof | knew not; so, when the inspector of
inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and
seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment
till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and | told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said

to me, "O man, depart from this city, for | acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death."

wit..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that | am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation
and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'l am she against whom
thou liedst, avouching that | was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that | was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and
had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'l am she who gave
thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst."' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk
marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..A friend
of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so | went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a
day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. | desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken
unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) | fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me,
arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and | will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my
shop, and | knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and
ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and | would give him what he sought]. | told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long
while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.85. Isaac of Mosul and the
Merchant dclxx.So he opened to me and | went out and had not gone far from the house when | met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to
thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked |, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with
strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for | have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother," answered |, 'l am bound
by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me." Quoth I, 'Indeed, | fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till | told him all, whereat he
marvelled. Then | went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" | called out aloud,
as to meet you | flew..When | entered the service of this Amir, (88) | had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas | rode through the city,
all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as | sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there
fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So | took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but | found not who threw it and |
said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as | sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a
purse like the first. So | took it and concealing its affair, made as if | slept, albeit sleep was not with me..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..To
return to EI Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of
green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of
Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other
looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin
purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled
for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered
me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!" So the affair of the vizier returned to order and
well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last
man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto | am fallen of the changing of the king's heart

and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with
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wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my
innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that | should endeavour for the destruction of my soul,
(81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune.” Then he bowed his head
and was silent. (82).When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us
fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his
wife and spared him."* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against
him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must | do away thy
life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of

patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and

virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.?OF THE
APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..King (The Dethroned),
whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink
thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein
(36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif
said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "l will wager, and | say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And |," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is
dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting
Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he
had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he
was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of
a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him

and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? Thine

my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine
eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he
came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he
descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled
and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;" and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and
putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they

came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors

succour me,.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said
he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering
at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers]
saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, "Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life." So he fell to working with them as a
labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke
his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How
long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.".Then said he to
her, '‘By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him." So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When | awoke and opened my eyes, | found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream,
whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that | was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so | rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke

me in a tongue | knew not, whilst | deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, | was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my

lovers still for you are stupefied..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine
enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded
by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech."” The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it
from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight. The Fourteenth Night of the Month..SHEHRZAD AND
SHEHRIYAR. (145).At this | trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, | have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by

sea or otherwise, | am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what | have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, | have no jot of
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inclination left for this, and | have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And | related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and
said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee

never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we

devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he
abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she
entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and
asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He
hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!" Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit." So she sat down
and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were
confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour
and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to
me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.’ So | betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store
of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon
me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination;
whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and | also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..When she had made an end of her
song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady,"
answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing | have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he,
"Excuse me, O my lady; | cannot stand up, for that | am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. | will call him,
so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak

of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who

woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon
her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour
and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it
was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon,
(112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us
thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours
these [many] years, | would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we
found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before
practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.".Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly
ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest
in doing us honour; but, by Allah, | will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was
El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in
Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and | would have thee
never absent from my sight, so | may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and
exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must | sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, | will abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? At their
appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint,
rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased
not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he
bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are
with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we
possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service." Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover,
he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother!
There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!".67.

The Khalif EI Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became
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disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his
[late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and
summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd
opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed
with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from
that which he had believed..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were
the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to
his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to
looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this
child mine? Indeed, | am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took
out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.When the king heard this,
his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..So, on the morrow, she made
her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then
she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to
the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her
various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry.
Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that | am
humpbacked?".Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a
company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his
son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and

the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done,
O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following
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