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made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He
saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and | will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly." Quoth she, 'Spare me, so
may God spare thee! Indeed, | have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, | will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she
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so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to
slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, ‘This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and
slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers | Ye have slain the
pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' ‘God forbid!"
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when
they looked on her, they found her a woman..So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of
divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him, ‘What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his
history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and
wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and
brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!" Then they
gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them,
joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of
him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth]
will suffice me," and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..Three
Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade
the latter depart to his own house..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'l will tell you a right goodly story | heard at a
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