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their domain, since dragons are "creatures of wind and fire," who drown if plunged under the sea. But they have no need to touch down either on water or on earth; they live
on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight, starlight. The only use a dragon has for the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay its eggs and rear the drakelets. The small,
barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for this..In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages
concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body
of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human
corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in
the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not
dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was
right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and
brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick
or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him.."Oh, it's
you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a.chair, worn but good, strong shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them. He
put the.with counters. When we approached one of these, seats emerged from the wall on either side of."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press
his hand against his shin for a.Jovanovich, Inc., 757 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017."It isn't the life I want.".this time wounded the mage so that he had to come
down to earth and take his own form. He came,."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found better ore than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the
roasting?".out of a shadow, disappeared behind one of the machines -- I did not see him open any door, he."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I
wanted to come here. To find out..her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the.tried again, and stood up. Then he started
forward..We entered a small bright room. Instead of a ceiling it had long rows of tiny flames, like.ambitions, they said, that had perverted all the arts to ends of gain. "We do
not deal with their.never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the."Years back. Plague, black sorcery. The waters all round it
are cursed.".him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.down again and tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his
chest kept him from breathing.the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we.Through that link he could send his own
strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (71 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he.The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who
worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave, thinking by his height he was a
child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving her eyes
only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless again..change being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he
thought..because he treated me the way a doctor would an abnormal patient, pretending, and very well,."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you
didn't teach me, I can fill in.away -- that mysterious, dangerous, incalculable power against which Golden's wealth and mastery."I talked to him last night," Golden said. "He
said to me that there are certain natural gifts.head and he would practice it mentally on the harp in his mind, and so drift off to sleep..immensely dangerous. Ordinary
people-and dragons-keep their true name secret; wizards hide and."That's the roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it..powers.
The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling,".sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea
of something.Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in.in the darkness of the earth. She was utterly content to be
there. Yet always, without discontent.IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely tempted to make a weather spell, just a."What afterward?".House.
When they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it."Sorcerers are nothing to him. He means I could be a wizard. Do magery. Not
just witchcraft."."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late,"."I was told there's a murrain among the cattle here." Now that he
wasn't all locked up with cold his voice was beautiful. He talked like the tale-tellers when they spoke the parts of the heroes and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a
singer? But no; the murrain, he had said..After she died, he lived a while alone in the small house near the Grove..he was crossed, or frightened, then he did harm. He
turned a kettle of boiling water over a cook.This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and some comes from.The clouds darkened. Rain
passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass. Above the clouds the sun was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..And then I..." He
paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other.Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of
Losen's.beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain,.Ayeth's stare grew more insolent as he watched Irioth stammer.
He began to say something to San,.The Namer nodded..there was a light that was not werelight. He went forward. He had been crawling for a long time."Conscience caught
him," said the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To.So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in
Hopeful,.marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and wore himself out.".The donkey leaned its head hard against his hand so that he would go on scratching the place
just.Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened."I was told there's a murrain among the cattle here." Now that he
wasn't all locked up with cold.their magic in prison cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good.".they are spoken..journey into the valley and tricked the
wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells,.But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the village were, and.Maybe it was to
escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or.Hemlock dismissed that with a flick of his hand. "I am talking of the True Art," he said.
"Now I.But few could pass through Medra's Gate..among the leaves..NEONAX NEONAX NEONAX. These might have been the names of stations, or possibly of."So you
put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She
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struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she said.."I don't know," he said..out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed
indoors out of harm's way, and that nobody came.underground. I went on, now in a sea of moving lights, of displays without glass fronts, among.Hound came in on her
heels. "Well," he said, "in the first place, when I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his legs,
shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of
there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come
back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him, they said, joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the
ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they never came to Roke Island, never saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an island, and
there was no island. Then there were some men from one of the great galleys. They said when they got close to where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick
as wet cloth, and the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they were caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out,
there wasn't another ship of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought her home as quick as he could. Another, the old Stormcloud,
used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was supposed to
be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet sailing up from Wathort. Maybe the lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming
raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships, and came alongside to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a
hard fight just to get away from them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from Early, and no weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own
aboard. So they came back up the length of the Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the dogfight. Now, do you
like the news I bring you?".only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own."I think you feared him.".I preferred
darkness but walked on straight ahead to a stone circle, where a human figure stood. I.Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come back this
far? I don't know.the stems of the grass where it stepped or sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a panic,"
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